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ia) Using this book 


Why was this book written? 

was writen to help you improve your knowledge a idioms in English. dioms are fixed expressions 
hase meaning snot immediately obvious from looking 3 the individual words inthe idiom, You 
‘wll come across a gest many idioms when you listen to and read English. Sot is important that ou 
leam about the meanings of cioms and about how they are used. You can use this book either with a 
teacher or fr sel study. 

‘We wanted to encourage language leamers to have 2 balanced approach to idioms in English, 
‘Sometimes inthe past, teachers used to argue that it was.a waste of time for leamers to study idioms 
asthey might tart using tem in an inaccurate or unsuitable way But idioms are in such widespread 
se that itis inappropriate to ignore them. This book focuses ust on those idioms which the modern 
student needs to know and it aims to provide the formation and practice which will help you 
Understand and use them correctly. 


How were the idioms in the book selected? 

‘There area great many idioms in English, but some of them sound rather old fashioned or are 

‘nt very widely used. The idioms which are worked oni this book wese maint selected from 
those identified as significant based on computer searches of huge language databases: the 
CCANCODE corpus of spoken Englsh, developed atthe University of Nottingham in association with 
‘Cambridge University Press, andthe Cambridge International Corpus of written and spoken English 
(now known asthe Cambridge Intemational Corpus). These databases show us how the idioms have 
_actually been use by native speakers of English in conversations, newspapers, novels, and many 
‘other contexts The idioms selected are ll also tobe found inthe Cambridge Advonced Learner's 
Dictionary 4th Eton where additional examples and usage nates wil alsa be found, You can search 
this ditionary onine by going to the folowing website: 

htpi/eictionary cambridge ore 


How is the book organised? 

The book has 62 two-page units. The left-hand page presents the idioms that are worked on inthe 
unit: You wil usally fla an explanation ofthe meaning ofeach idiom, an example oft in use and, 
winere appropriate, any special notes about its usage. The right-hand page checks that you have 
Understood the information onthe le-hand page by giving you a series of exercises that practise the 
‘atrial ust presented. The exercises pay particular attention to checking your understanding of the 
{dims and how they ae used because this s more important for most learners than being abe to 
actively use the idioms, 

‘The units ae organised in three sections: 

Iioms to talk about. which groups idioms according tothe topic ares that they are used to talk 
‘bout. Thus, be snowed under [have an enormous amount of work todo is included in Unit 25, 
Work. 

dices from the topic area of. which groups idioms according tothe image they are based on. Thus, 
Initthe root react na very angry way] Isncluded in Unit 42, Houses and household objects 

Idioms using theze keywords which groups idioms according to keywords in them. For example, Unit 
‘50 deals witha set of idioms based onthe word head. 

“The book aso has a ke to all the exercises and an index which sts the 1,000 idloms we deal with 
and indicates the units where they can each be found, 


4 Englen oman Use teoreione 


How should | use this book? 
‘The fst two units ofthe book, Unit, What are idioms? and Unit 2, Using your dictionary are 
introductory uns. It is strongly recommended that you work through these urits Hirst, Aer that, ou 
may work onthe units in amy order that suits you. 


What else do | need in order to work with this book? 
‘Yu need a notebook or file in which you can write down the idioms that you study in this book a 
Well as any others that you come across elsewhere. 

‘You also need to have acess to good dictionary. We strongly recommend the Cambridge Learner's 
Dictionary a5 this gives exactly the kind of information that you need ta have about idioms. Your 
teacher, however, may also be able to recommend other dictionaries that you wilfiné useful. 

‘50, we hope that this book will'shed ight’ on allyou nee to know about English idioms see Unit 9) 
and that, by the time you nish the units, you'l be saying: Enlsh idioms? 

‘Apiece of cake! (see Unit 18) 


Ergin sors Use neste 


What are idioms? 


RY dioms and meaning 


Idioms are expressions which have a meaning that is not ebvious from the individual words, For 
‘example, the idiom drive someone round the bend means make someone angry or ustated, but 
‘Wwe cannot know this just by looking atthe words. 


‘The best way to understand an idiom isto seem in context somenne says: 
‘That noises driving me round the bend! fs so annoying! 

then the context and common sense tells us that dive round the bend means something diferent 
{rom deiving a car found 3 curve Inthe road. The context els us the noise annoying and that it's 
having an effect on the person hearing it 


‘Types of idioms 


‘verb + objecticomplement | ‘kill two birds with one stone produce two useful results by 
Treioreneraan | Ecxcobeonencion 
[rcpt prez [ibe fon oe er 
‘compound | a bone of contention something which people argue 

| Seon | 
ae aa oscar | oaeyeratone wer ined j 
per en 
Binomial word ond word) | roughand ready [[crudeandiacking sophistication | 
Winomial (word * word + and | ‘cool, calm and collected ‘relaxed, in control, not nervous 
* = 
vtciedaierinece | teatalegsoysen | itaibamainpains banotal 

thete Seats 


Fixed aspects of idioms 

Most idioms ae fixed in their form, and cannot be changed or varied. Sometimes, however, the 
grammar or the vocabulary can be varied slightly. Where this book ora dictionary gives infermation 
‘on what can be varied, always nate tin your vocabulary natebook 


Cczaay an iomintheacive_|Goverert rte ahs paste uc hy we hanged 


voeecanbeusedinthe pane. | about poverty, [are semane ee ese cep sonst] 
“The buck has Been passed om inser o Minster. Noone Seems 


repared to accept the responsiblity. 
Some verb-based ions aso have | There too much buck passing in government nowadays. Noone 
nour-ompourd forms. _2czeps the lame for anhing -_ 
‘One crmorewordsintheidiom | dont give mea hard/reugh/tough time. (ont mae hing cut 
canbe ried oem 


Exghsh iar Use neem 


Exercises 


2.1 How much can you guess about the meaning ofthese idioms just by looking atthe 
context? Tick the boxes according to what you can understand about the words in 
bold. 

1 | decided | was going to gets place t university by hook or by erook. It had always 
been my dream to study for 3 degre in history. 
vot en 
‘means using illegal methods frecessary o 
‘means nothing will stop me 
means | was very determined oo o ‘See Unit a8 
2. The government and the tnions are at loggerheads; there may bea general strike 


‘means have a good relationship 
means hate each other 
means disagree very strongly oo t ‘See Unit 22, 
3 Wehad to pay through the nase to get our visas in five days instead of the usual 30 days. 


means suffer in some way 
means pay @small sum of money 
‘means pay a large sum of money oo o ‘See Unit 24 
1.2 Classify the idioms inthe sentences below according to their grammatical type: 
TypeA verbs objecticomplement Type simile 
{andor adverbia) “TypeE binomial ortrinomial 
Type8 prepositional phrase ‘TypeF whole clause orsentence 
ae. coma 
1 Should we fy or goby tain? What are the pros and cons? 


ee ee ‘See Unit a3 
2 mhaving second thoughts about going on holiday with Jean, She can bea bit 
cificult. 
——— See unit. 
3 When thad finished all my exams, felt as fee asa bird. 
taeda, ‘see Unita. 
4 I don'thnow much about design so gave the decorator fee hand in my new fat. 
ype ic ‘See Unit 47 
5 Shecomes froma rather wellto-do family, She's always had a comfortable life. 
rn eee ‘See Unit 24 
{5 Myold school friend Hart srrved out ofthe bv. | hadn't seen he for 15 years. 
; ‘See Unit 43 


1.3 Correct the mistakes in the idioms in these sentences. Use the clues in brackets. Use 2 
ood general dictionary or  ditionary of idioms if necessary. 
1 My fathers foot was put down when sai | wanted a car for my seventeenth birthday, 
He sai | was too young. (grammar ~ voice) ‘See Unit 48 
2. Her words put the eat among the birds: Sam isfurious (vocabulary) See Unit 38 
3 You'lbe pleased to hear we arved sound and safein Peru (binomial) See Unit 37 
4 He was ying in his teeth when he sid he ha got a first-class grade in his exam the 
‘ruth she filed. (grammar small word) ‘See Units. 


2) Us g your diction: 


HY What do you took up? 


‘sit canbe dificult to work out what an idiom 
‘means even when you know all the individual words 
Inthe idiom, you wil often need ta look up idioms, 
Ina dictionary. you ae working with av online 


dictionary, then you will have no problems finding 

the idiom in question, but working with 2 traditional 

dictionary, you have fo find where the idiom is listed. 

‘As anidiom consists of severat words, which ofthese 

¢o you lookup in your dictionary? Fax example, do you try to find Kill two birds with one stone 
under kl two, birds or stone, or let the cat out of the bag under it, cot or bog? 

Hf you are using either the Cambiige international 
Dictionary of liom (CID) oF the Cambridge Advanced 
eamer’ Dictionary (CALD, then the easiest way of 
finding what you need ist look n the aiphabetical 
Index atthe back ofthe book. This lists all the 
expressions included inthe dictionary withthe word 
where an entry forthe expression wil be found in the 
dictionary highlighted in bold. This shows that CID 
kill wo Birds with one stone wi be found under 
‘vo and let the eat out ofthe bag will be found 
Lunder cat. In CALD these two idioms wil be found under 
kilandcot 


you are using a different dictionary, read ts introductory notes now to see how it deals with 


Idioms. This wil avoid the irustration you would otherwise Feel on deciding to look up the wrong 
flement ofthe idiom fst. 


HERE) what information does your dictionary give you? 
Your dictonary wil tell yous et of ober tres tel asthe meaning ofthe om. Asidloms are 
Teele eel baie Ritepatiat seal Rew Li pe Gelonayewaas Est oor 6 
j taeda aswel ast montane oe 
Youll finda ese things ina fod conan: 
inormaion about words that are iecchangeale, eg diveend sb ound the bend 
+ rforationsbot ow the ms sed -brchts for example show any wernt om 
ests We one al fel ary oe 
+ note tou the pram teem tere mayb notes or erp ty thet nom = 
asak) oe bs peat comencear ris etme errata pagans 
Capel eae ae 
> erat rier ent cca GL ae ltr ant tr 
faemeye tego eyes 
* pte sol vss ce print ty Bios wi cr er 
Bilge nroewearasducrwes 


"tis not possible for this book to include as much iformation about each Sim ax you wilfng ina 
sictonary-So, look up the idioms that you particulary want to eam from this book ina diebonary 
_aswell In your vocabulary notebook, write any further information or ather examples of theidloms 


Inthe contest that you ad inthe dictionary. 
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Exercises 


Look up the idioms in these sentences in your dictionary. What word is each idiom 

listed under? 

1 ts the person inthe street who picks up the bil forthe governments mistakes. 

2. She had s wanderul trp to Australia, ut now she's come back down to earth with a bump. 

3 John had a furious argument with his supervisor, but he managed to stand his ground, 

's Hes feeling very miserable, so there's no need for you to stick the knife in too. 

'5 You're banging your head against a brick wall tying to got him to help you. 

5 You seared the ving daylights out of me by creeping up behing me like that 

Which word(s) could be left out ofthe idioms in these sentences? 

1 {ts always hard when you have to come back down to earth with a bump afters holiday. 

2. Noone thought she could climb the mountain without onjgen but she succeeded agalast al 
the odds. 

3 She hit him where it hurt most by ting him that he had always been a disappointment to 
his parent 

4 The way he reacted scared the living daylights out of me! 

Which word in each idiom could be changed for another word? 

Don’t worry about a thing I'm sure the company wil pick up the Bil 

I eame back down to earth with a Bump when | saw the pile of post wating for me after 

the weekend. 

The army had lost many ofits men, but it managed to stand its ground, 

Why do cities seem to enjoy sticking the knife int untalented actors and writers? 

eet asift'm banging my head against a brick wall with him atthe moment. 

tsa teeifying fim - seared the ving daylights out of me! 


What grammatical information does your dictionary give about these idioms? Read the 
Information and then write a sentence with each idiom. 

1 looka githorsein the mouth 

2 be banging your head against a brick wall, 

3 beon the rink of 

'§ te yourselfup in knots 

5 beman enough 


‘Match the register labels inthe box with the idioms in the sentences below. 


[formal pameroos lolornal teary ei teshoned vey normal 


1 really don’t tke him he's such a stime ball 
2 0K.!"ldo the washing-up. There's ne peace for the wicked! 

13 Her family has lived in that village from time immemorial. 

44 My grandma aways used to say that an apple a day keeps the doctor away. 
'5 The food was so delicious -we stud our faces. 

6 hope that what have said wil give you pause for thought. 


use nemectete 


3 Happiness and sadness 


WEY extreme happiness 


“There are many Informal istoms 
ich mean extremely hoppy. 


{eta rea kckout of going fora unfit 


a Se og eT 
[seinen [rete 

SS ee 
ees es 
=e ee 
Ere : ee 

Up ssines 

| oe 
=e 


Hope all oes well with you. Unfortunately, everyone here i out 
‘of sorts’. Wil is down in the dumps® because he doesn't ike his 
teacher this year. Ive tld him that it's not the end of the world? 
and that he'd better just grin and bear it, but | thik he ikes being 
‘2 misery guts” and so he complains sbout her every night. Pat 
{s-also suflering from sour grapes® because ! got the role in the 
‘schoo! pay thal she wanted. This puts a damper on’ every meal, 
50 fm realy looking forward to staying with you at he weekend. 


Love, 
Amalia 

= ighly unhappy ox say someone who complains sl etme ands 

unhappy formal) ‘ever nape ier formal 

Diahathas happened won'tcauseanyseraus _beingjealous abut something you cant have 
problems "stop an occasion from bemgenoyeble 

‘ecapt a dtuation you don't the because you (sometimes dampers ued inten of 


Gant enanget some 


20 
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Exercises 


c 


‘ombine the words in the box in order to make five expressions meaning extremely hoppy. Use 


each word once only 


bis coud heaven i moon nine of on an over seventh the 
the thriled to top world 
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Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


The child was tried fr bits to have her photo inthe paper. 
alt a if was floating in air as can down the hil into his rms 

‘Why does Mart look 0 out of sort today? 

Don’t make sucha fuss: ts notte finch ofthe wor 

‘Yur telephone call has really done my day: 

Jil sad she was on cloud seven and Jack agree that he wasin ninth heaven. 
‘Why does Mark atways have tobe such a miserable guts? 

Stereotypcaly, happy footballer say thst they ste over the sun 


Answer these questions. 


1 
2 
3 


‘Would @ piece of good news ora piece of bad news be more likely to make your day? 
Ifyou got top marks nan exam, would you Feel down inthe dumps? 

‘Ae people more likely to get 3 kick out of hot-air ballooning or cleaning their boots? 

Do you have to grin and bear it when you are happy or unhappy about something that has 
happened? 

Ifyou ae at someone’ bithday party, what would be mare likely to put a damper on the event — 
news ofthe illness of close friend ors heavy shower of rin? 

o people usually enjoy or nat enjoy being in the company of a misery guts? 

‘Yu have a beautiful new sportscar that a colleague is rather envious of What your colleague 
‘more likely to say out of sour grapes?” ove it green colour or ‘Of course, that made! is very 
unreliable” 

[damper e erally 2 thing put on piano strings to make the sound less loud. How does knowing 
thishelp you to understand the idiom using the word damper? 

Do you natice anything that 2 numberof the images inthe happiness idioms have in common? 


Anger 


Being angry 

“These Informal istoms can be used either about yourself or about a 

third person. 

‘hm fed up (to the back teth) with trying olive on such 2small wage 

{mat my wits’ end trying to keep things in order. 

{wits =intligence, brains} 4 
ve had it up to here with this organisation! 

These informal idioms are generally used about other people. 


‘Your boss wil have/throw a fit when he finds out you forgot to reply to 
those laters 


(You can as say go off the deep end / ge spare / do his nut / blow = fuse) 


‘These less informal idioms describe other people's anger and are based onthe word blood. 
‘someone's blood is up, they are very angry and may react na violent way. 
you are after someone's blood, you want to catch them jn order to hurt or punish them, 


if you are out for blood, you ae determined to find someone to attack or blame for something bad 
‘thathas happened. 


‘Angry relationships 
| Tre neighbours lus music every nights 

‘hewall (orsometines eryboced) | ceiving upthe wall 
“rvejsend someone | makescmeone ery angry | Hlack af consideration drhing meround 
rund the bendfewst | (orsomeime:veryored) | thetwst. ale 
‘ub romeone upthe | makesomeoneannoyed | Jilalways manages to say something to rub her 
wrong way | tether ap the wong wa. 
fiputsemeene's | ralesonsoreaneoyes | Fg pth siersback py Syn she 
backow sould never be good ves, 
‘fle someones trate someone annoyed | Josey what ae thinks without womying about 
feathers wheter ae might ering anyone’ ethers | 
potisend the cat doorsaysonatingtiat | Dany pattie cat among the pgtors by 
Smoogthe pigeons | makesalotol people Saegerng that the company mig Rave > 

sraryoc wore ‘akesomeresundances 
notbeonspeaking | Beso angry with each ‘They have’ been on speoing tes or years 
terms ‘thera theyrefiseto | though either car emember wha they 

Speak weschother fet quailea about 
‘Greromeensan | tellsomeanehow angry | The lid gave the cider an earl for 
earl souare wth bem eat knocking be over 

nfo 
Trevoneones | tellzomeonetowangy | Helge De boy pice of his mndifte 
pecetyermint | youarewatr tan ‘chen tein ie garden 


an 
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Exercises 


‘Put the expressions inthe box into pairs that mean more or les the same, 


‘wentaffthedeep end gavehimancathl dravehimup the wall gave hima plece of her mind 
puthisbackup didhisut rubbed him up the wrong way sent him found the bend 


‘Complete each ofthese idioms. 

1 Ethan has had it up to —___ —___with his work. 

2 les horrible ving with two people who are notion speaking ————— 

3 ell eally putthe —_—_— ‘among the pigeons ifyou ty to bring that 
‘upatthe meeting 

4 Mysister ___spae when she found out 'd burnt her new top. 

5 Joetis___________your blood now he knows it was you who told the 
police. 

6 The demonstrators areferious and __________fer blood. 

7 Your father wil throw 3 —___fyou go out dressed ike that, 

5 


‘The baby hardly sleeps at night and her mother gather 
Correct eight mistakes in this paragraph. 


Yesterday had teribe toothache. thurt alot and 
| guess that's why Iwas na bad temper all day. ea 
Everything anyone said seemed to put the back up \‘ 
and inthe end, |theew a fuse with the person | share 

im fice with. Even when I'm in 2 good mood, she 

sends me up the twist with her constant chatter and 

yesterday | had had it off to here wither after only 

fen minutes. | really gave her an eyeful and the result 

Is that we are no longer in speaking terms. | know i 7 
"have to apologise for doing my nuts ike that, but 

perhaps Ml wat a while e's much easier to work 

lwhen she in talking to me! Perhaps | should ive 

ber a peace of my mind more often 


end 


‘Answer these questions. 
1 Name one thing that drives you up the wall, 

2 Find two idhoms on the le-hand page that conjure up images of birds 

43 Canyou remember a teacher ever going of the deep end? Ifso, what caused It? 

4 Find seven idioms on the lefthand page that are based on pats of the body. 

5 Has anyone recentiy rubbed you up the wrong way?1so, how did they do this? 

6 Which iam in Aon the lefthand page do you think usually accompanied by a gesture? 
7 Have you ever given someone a piece of your mind? if'so, what about? 

{Find an idiom on the left-hand page connected with electricity 


Knowing and understanding 


Knowing and not knowing 


| sheknows every deta oft, 
| Hehas avery good inowiedge oft 


That bookie hae file rng to tein 
read longtime aga 


\t sounds amar think Ive heard it before 


[rm nataue know her but the name rags 
bel very corsmonty used with nom) 


{aves vague memory of someone with that 
| name, bateant remember exactly 


havent got / don thave alae how to peter 
house. 


‘don'thnow ata 


‘have’t got | don'thave the fantastiea whore 
shee. 


‘realy dot tnow stall 


‘haven (got / don't have the opzies (dea) what 
tteramitch efor 


"absolutly dont know atl. 


[ean't remember ata 


‘Vms bit outof touch with computer these days. 


"use to now about them, bt don know the 
Intest developments. 


‘sor that name doesn’t ring any bes with me 
| (very cammenty used with nore} 


{dont think ve ever heer belo ts 
eter 


‘Coming to conclusions 


| didn’ actualy know where you were staying, but Mark sid you were with aelative. So put twa 
‘and two together and guessed it was that aunt of yours in Manchester, [eonclued rom the facts 


rs) 


Vm sory, | got (hold af the wrong end ofthe stick | hough you were complaining about 


something [eas tothe wong concisson) 


an 


“think he's got hold ofthe wrong end of che tick 


sa 


52 


54 


Exercises = 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 
1 Idon’thave even a fant idea where hes today, you have to ask somebody else, 
2 Thetite ofthe book has familia rings tot, but | don’t think Ive ever read it. 
'3 My cousin knows the tax laws outside and in, so # you want advice on your tax, hel help you. 
44 cantor ile think whatt was came int the kitchen for. 
5. saw Tom and Lily together in a restaurant looking adoringly into each athers eyes. 
[added up two and two, and decided they must be madly in love. 
Use the corrected idioms from exercise 5.1 to rewrite the underlined parts of this paragraph. 
Use each idiom once only. 
| always thought! knew my computer in every deta but the other day it started to crash every 
time! opened a certain program. could not inany may understand wit was doing this, and 
| didn’t have any idea at all about what todo to fix. rang the helpline which | had used inthe 
past, and after about 20 minutes | spoke to someone who Said his name was Patrick, and that he 
was there to help me. He gave me some advice which sounded quit familar to me rom previous 
calls had made tothe some helpline. | thought about al this put the facts together, and concluded 
that they give the same advice to everybody, and that it's just a way of getting id of you. The 
computer stil rashes everytime | open the program. 
‘Write sentences that mean the opposite ofthese sentences. Use idioms from this unit and make 
any other necessary changes. 
1 Yes that name s very familiar to me. think ve met her several times. 
2 'mreally uptodate with TV soap operas these days. | watch them every day. 
3 She knows absolutely nothing when it comes tothe history of this area, 
4 correctly interpreted what she was trying to tell me and ft solved a big problem. 
5 No, srry, her name means nothing to me. may have met he, ust cart remember, 
‘Complete each sentence witha different idiom which refers to ‘not knowing’ 
1t___ haw to use the photocopier bo you think you could help 
sme? (weakest of the thres) 
21. ___ where eft that letter brought for you. 'm realy srry 
(stronger then 1) 
31 __ what she's tating about. She's crazy! (even stronger than 2) 


eh omy mec 6 


6 


Experience and perception 


(GREY corning from experiences 


‘something bad has happened, but you deideto "ve decided to putt down to experince 
lear om instead of being upset by, 
Yyoudonthnowwhstyourposton sorwhatyour | jut want to know where stand thats al 


‘Suation with someone, and worrying You, 


| te events /your suggestions have certainly ven 
that makes you think very seriously abot it, | me ood for thought 


something bad happens to you snd you Secde you | Fve learnt ny lesson, 


“omeone dose something stupid which ects them | chat wil each himber lesson! 
nay that they never wart to do again, | 


“omeane ally becomes aware of fact (think beshes got the message | 
(often used with unpleasant lcs, | 


youtal te tue acs wsomeone we has "ost want io set/put the record straight. 
Dekeved ferent set facts upto that moment 


Other common idioms connected with perceiving situations 

(beard it on/through the grapevine that you're thinking of leaving the company. ts ttre? fheardit 
‘bom someone wh had heard it fom somesne a] 

He doesn'thate you at al t's completely untrue. t's usta figment of your imagination. (something 
you have imagined which not re] 

‘The Prime Minister seems to have last sight of why she was elected. he's broken all her promises to 
the people orotten acetal imporant factor truth about something! 

‘What beats me is why people are prepared to sit in 2 traficjam every morning for half an hour just 

to getto work (what cannot understand] 

'’m having second thoughts about moving house lke ths pat ofthe ity andl’) not sured be 

happy anywhere else. [decided something bt now am ne anger sure about 

| don’t know all the ins and outs ofthe situation, butt seems that David has decided to move out of 
the flat he shares with Ruth and Monica [the demi of 


‘fanidiom has 2 preposition assacated wit it, € ins ond outs of, second thoughts about, always 


write the preposition with the chon your vocabulary notebook, s wells any other important 
‘sSruetual information 


Engler 


61 


62 


63 


Exercises 


Imeach of these conversations, the second speaker uses an idiom to repeat what the frst 

‘speaker says. Complete the igioms. 

1 Ben: Well, Luke has finally leamt that he can't expect everyone else to pay for him, 
Philip: Yes,tthinkhe’s 

2 Anne: Weil, Sara will certainly leam never todo that again! 
Rossi Yessthat should defintely 

23 Frances: His suggestions are worth taking seriously, aren't they? 
Brad: Yes, they've certainly genus 

4 WE Joes convinced himself that bis neighbours are drug smugglers. Hes just crazy! 
Nick: Yes, t'msure the whole things 

5 Grace: Wel hink we were ight tel er what aly happened, dont you? 
Steve: Yes, it was important 10 EL 


Complete the crossword. 
- Aeros 
3 You can hear news through it 
7 © 5 She lost ofthe key 
] postin he preseiaion 
sPutit 

experience, 

r I oun 
1 They'e not your fist thoughts. 
2Usually means hits, but used in 
f ‘anigiom about not understanding 
something. 

4 They go with outs: 


a 


‘Complete each ofthese idioms. 

1 want to know —__ 
you say 'm just a friend. diving me crazy, 

2 Hespent £500 of my money never fend hirm my credit card again. Ve 


One day you say you love me, the next day 


= _my 

3 Idon't know athe and __ofthestuatlon, but think one of 
the drectorsis going to resign. There must bea big problem. 

4 can understand that she needed help, but —_—___ 
should ask someone as stupid as Leon to help her! 


“Answer these questions. Foun Fae THbUGHT 

1 Think af an oeasion when you learnt 
yourlesson. 

2. Think of something which happened to you that 
{you decided to put down to experience. 

3 Have you ever decided to do something. then 
had second thoughts about i? What wast? 

4 Think of something you heard recently onthe 
krapevine. What wast? 

5 Have you ever been in friendship or 
relationship where you had to say Ineed to 
now where stand"? What was the situation? 


‘me sthat she 


Success and failure 


When things go well 


Tater othe ens semen) | have pee on ton of ating 


‘works goesruns tke dream ‘eer gpeirans very welded 

“work tke marie | wert immediately and very wellindeed 

| noes trom strength to strength [pets beter and beer 

| dows the trike ‘solves a prosiem very well 

| fothe be-slhand-end-all (of something) | isthe most important thing oten used in the negative: 

| | rot the becikand end) oa 
‘is / turns out tobe » blessing in inguin | tana tet evn ugh at tse wot 


SS a a] 
Sosa 


Other useful idioms connected with success and failure 
I always new Ahmed would go places. He's bean an exellent athlete since he was teenager. 
[would be sucess igo ploesis nt used inthe imple tense forms] 


He's 3 good writer, but he hasnt really ever hit the big time [been successful navonaly oF 
Internationally and made its ef maney] 


He's really madea goof that restaurant he bought. He's extended it and he employs about ten 
opie now [been very sucess with] 


fa cietionary o° your teacher tls you an lam isnot used with a parcular tense orhas ther 


rammatial resvicions, eg go places in C above, aways make note about the grammarin 
your notebook 


Ta 


12 


73 


14 


1S 


Exercises 


Complete these idioms with prepositions. 

4 His company has gone ___ strength __strengthn the last six months. He's 
‘making alot of money now. 

2 The flood rained our od kitchen, but itwas.ablessing_ disguise, because the 
Insurance company pad for 3 completely new one. 

3 This new modal snot the be-all and-end-all_dighal cameras, butt certainly has 
‘many technical features that others do not have. 

4 Your offer to drive ust the airport makes all the diference —_our travel plans. 

5 Your plan to persuade Lela to join the commie worked magic. 


‘Use the idioms from exercise 7.1 to rewrite the undertined parts ofthe sentences. 

1 At ist we thought the new road would spol our village, but in fact was a postive development 
‘and the village shops are doing more business. 

2 | sprayed the stan remover onto my jacket and it had an immediate postive result (Give two 
answers) 

3 This isnot the absolute best and most complete cookery book, butt does have recipes fom 
100 diferent couneres. 

4 The school has go better and better since the new head teacher took over 

‘5 Getting new curtains has changed my fat ina positive way It feels Uke anew one. 


‘Who woul be most likely to say these remarks? Choose the correct answer, 
1 Htletits mark on me. 

a) someone who had just spit red wine over themsetves 

b} someone who taught ina very bad school for ten years 

«Someone who had 2 wonderfl birthday party 
2 ma victim of my own success. 

2) Someone who won 2 lot of money then spent it all 

a student who always passes every exam they take 

<)_a popular teacher whose class everyone wants tobe in 
43 {don't think i ever hit the bigtime, 

2) areck musician who is popular in focal clubs 

b) anathlete who has just got 2placein.an Qiympic team 

}_a dentist with a very heavy schedule of appointments 
4 Work isnt the be-altand-end-alin my life. 

3) someone who is unemployed 

1) someone who has slot af interesting hobbies 

c) someone who never finishes 2job they star 
‘Complete ach of these idioms. 
1 The photocopier has completely the ghost We needa new ane. 
2 didn't think’ —— ghost ofa __of passing the exam, but dd. 
3 Mynew motorbike 2 dream, its fast, but so smooth and quiet. 


‘Answer these questions. 
1 you make ago of something, do you succeed or fil? 


2 What should you remember about the grammar af the idiom go ploces? 
| What could you writen your vocabulary notebook about the use of be-oitandé-end-ll? 


gh amen ne eres as 


8) Hav ng problems 


{ve been left holding the baby. 


Tethers have left meta eal witha 
robe alone} 


“They've pot meoverabarrel. ) 
[have put mein a uation where 
‘haven choice over what can dol 


[a problem whieh tops me 
thm scheing eth] 


[amin such elt skuaton 
‘hae wil ty anything] 


probe tha wil be eu 


oeenes 
U Cometmnatonn 
4 fam unabie to find information orto 


st thesome time, withthe result 
That ca he anyof them the Y 
ttetion they need] 


lam ying to do to many things achieve something 'shoped for 


ee 
| Trac ore 


Taxes are, unfortunately, a fact of fe [an unpleasont tution which has tobe accepted because cannot 
bechanged) 

[fact of life must not be confused with the phrase the focts off, which sa slightly indirect 
(humorous) way of referring to information about sexual reproduction. 


Easier said than done 
‘Wy don't you take the train to work? Then you'd avoid all thetic ams. 


Easier said than done! There are no trains atthe right time. [something you say when something seems 
Tea goodies, buts fit to actualy do} 


Make 2problemsiioms page in your vocabulary notebook. You wil find examples of other 
idioms that can be used for tating about problems in ether units of his book to. AS you find 


8a 


83 


84 


Exercises 


Match the begianing of exch idiom on the eft 


1 leftholgingthe =] a wall 
2 brick lw block 
3 stumbling Gc music 
4 ire Os 4 baty 
5 dawa Gc tant 
GS haveyouoera = [] ft straits 
7 facethe Os bank 


1 done /said/ Easier / than 
2 to0//t0/ Try spread /thin/ not / yourself 

3 1/1/foot (it wish / ny / put / Rada’ in 

4 2/lile/older/ of Geting/ fact is 

'5 straits The /is/ company / die /in 

6 lie/ primary fats /f the / Children / taught in school are 


thee rt ter ee 
oA ° B 

sansa 

‘reverse soreasisnsice<et 

Fea er ple rer osname 

ee ee 

1 Seah et ere oe acon 

+ Srnkiipia fier creaitecei ona Sane 

i 


66 Not having enough savings to setup a business was. a major stumbling 
7 wish could leave my jo, but they ve got me overa 


Magazines often have articles about people's problems or question and answer pages dealing with 
problems of diferent kinds Find an article ora question and answer page ike this and make note 
Df any iioms that you ind there 


9 Dealing with problems 


“manag wthsonetringthat 
Siro good you oul he 

2 gvesometing ty forma) 

‘suggested buying se aserbly "ean efit a understand at 
‘bookzase where the pieces camein fla packforhimto elt problem or stuaton 
puttogetherhimselt Rael inewhe wasnt much geodat “te pretet hmae! 

that sr of hing, bute decided to gle ta shotiwhir?. ren thouah 

see spss es om Sera 


to grips 
Mei topctheon icicle! Sayin 
a ere 
wobbly. Te be on the safe side he asked 
‘Ana to check it for him. There's something not 
ete gator Os te ah 


Light and understanding 
‘The recent release of fifty year-old 


‘on something means to help people understand e stuation. 


‘es been 3 very dificult yer, but a ast feet | can see the Uight at the end ofthe tunnel. 
Lbomething makes you beieve that a ificut and unpleatnt stations coming oan end] 


EEE the problem's over 
The Demecratc Pars tchaving sity wa read heb [eins beached 

| (atom 
twas in despair unl his tue up the anewer to my prayers nmin rene ht 0 
hovering 
(erry 
Ive hop a ewes ends bere ida. wt ate ings rend 
Spe bur suncng bcomic 
Once Sra explains why se ace a she di, everything wl alate place, [be under oy 
veld 
et te flood, took vs sme neo pickin the paces foyer oa 


2 Engh cosine to 


oa 


92 


93 


94 


95 


Exercises 


Match each idiom on the Left with its definition on the right. 


1 tie up loose ends [= anderstand and deat with something 
2 cometolight Db trysomething 

3 the somethings shot __ findaneasysotution 

4 get to grips with something Cl 4 iustincse 

5 make do «finish om finale asks 

5 tobe onthe safe side BF encover the ruth 

7 wave a magic wand Gl & manage withsomething of worse quay 
8 gettothebotomofsomething — []__h bediscovered 

Complete exch ofthese idioms with one word. 

1 ve been busy at work, but can se the light at the end ofthe _now 

2 Sordhwantedto ‘a map wand and make her son happy again. 

3 Justwalt while i up these ends, then lg tothe match with you, 
4 Wher her parents gave her some money, it was ke the answer ta her 

5 Ivenever tied yops before, but be happy a sve ashat 

5 Thejebisntinthe til youve had anoferia writing 

1 Thisreasarch may shed fesh "an the causes of asthma in children 

8 Ast listened tothe evidence, eventhing began to __.. into place 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from the box. Make any other necessary changes. 


Dringtolight cometolight follinto place gettogipswith gettothebotiom of 
gveitawhie pickupthepieces shed lighton 


1 (Bho to try that new bowling alle. Let's this evening, 
2 tm finding it quite hard —_ my new role at work. 

3 When the business failed, Paul vanished, leaving his partner ——_ 
44 Some important new evidence ______intheast few days. 

5 thope that we'be able_________what's been going on. 
5 
7 
8 


New medical research the causes of heart attacks. 
‘As soon as met Jashuas family, everything ——_ 
In the investigation into thei accounts, a numberof errors 


Match each statement on the lft with the most likely response on the right. 


1 wash your car for yout [J Ok justo be onthe safe side. 
2 Lets gohome now. [J ® Monty coule wavea magic wand! 

43 Thejobis inthe bog! )__€ Yourethe answerto my prayers 

4 Wet beter ake umbretas [4 Seon. ve sil got some loose ends toe up. 
5 Canyoumakedowithapenci?” — [[]__& hope you're right 

5 Wejstdortinowwhattodo! — [] Sure, thatlldofine. 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Ma Be 


Power and authority 


Laws and rules 
Jet ore in mr on em oc 
‘ing so ih 
a v “Sen 
Qaim na Soporte 
Ponts i tose ome Rnd Seancing be cans 
Seoueectvempmanioteeaandsrietes ~ Pavey 
ieclenoamanctagytecrsemtentatn, | aemantaag 
Swistinwnpetoncem nese oe 
Scans Comes toatecenst eas eecearetand | i 
febenopy ape coscsoian eseeecee). eae 
Tientecewatlemeeectycomsnmcane,  msyinad 
Siapsemawas names emterede ape 
Waientncomesdomccsamce te seek 
Shown epsootattsetnscivapene teecticet ‘maaan 
FieGiyatensycanecsoewe toes once eceprs tng 
soe pol 
Sst 
= 


‘Authority and responsibility 


| sary theca trsemating which hppa) | scape anefeponabty lone een though 


| ether people were responsible 
{et let someone ofthe hook | are bee /leve someone fee rom all esponsibility or 
| from det stuaton 
leave someane tothe own devices allow them ta decide Bow to ac d not conta or 
ipewethem 
ar atlon the receiving end ofsomething x _| ser om /are the target theater persons anger 
‘rample, a person's angers etcismetc) 
‘are at someone's beck ad cll | doverything they tl youte do, whenever they tl 
| yestodoie 
et your own way [ persuade other people et you do what you want 
Power and politics 


‘The people of Sweden go to the pols next Sunday. [pul veins general election] 
‘The governments spin doctors always make sure the news i very positive. [public relations ofcers 
who meet the pressmedia and present events ina way that sits ther) 


"think there ia hidden agenda inthe government's plans. la attempt thie ther el intentions} 


10.1 


10.2 


10.3 


10.4 


Exercises 


‘Which ofthese people are in a good situation (from their point of view) and which are ina bad. 
situation? The idioms all come from 8 opposite. 
1 Jackehas been let off the hook. 3 Carmen is ateveryone's beck and call. 
2 Lily hashad to carrythe can. 4 Bea bas got her own way 
‘Complete each of these idioms with a preposition. 
1 ’swrongto take the law your own hands. 
2 Wetimetiaid the lawaand made them do their duty. 
3 Iwould not want tsbe____the receiving end of his bad temper. (Give two answers) 
44 Old Bobseemstchavebecomealaw —__himselfat work. He does just what 
he kes. 
'5 Nobody tells you what to da. You're just eft your awn devices. 


‘Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


‘think theres 2 reason she's not tling us about that letter she sent tothe boss 

2 | thought | was going to have to represent my class atthe staf-student meeting, but they've told. 
mel don'thaveto 

3 ‘She's an awful boss to work for; the secretaries haxe ta do what she wants whenever she'wantit, 
eight hours aday, seven days 2 week. 

Hea hat take alot of eriticiom from the press in recent weeks 

‘They cause allthe trouble, and | always have to take the blame 

| don't want someone teling me what todo all the time. rather be allowed to make. my.own 

decisions about how toda things. 

Write a sentence or couple of 

sentences foreach ofthese idioms 

to show their meaning. 

1 ahidden agenda 

2 aspin doctor 

3 bend the rules 

4 gotathe polls 


"think he must be ane of those spin doctors." 


Read the eitrials andor letters tothe Ear in an English language newspaper or wath / sen @ 


an Engish-anguage news broadcast on radio TV the internet Notice how many idioms occur in 
‘the poltial news. Make 3 note of any iioms that are not inthis unt 


Structuring and talking about arguments 


«and these phrases are used to present two opposite lacs aro diferent ways of looking at the sare ise 
> am expression which means you seept that samethng itr, butt sil does nt change you opinion 
“indicates tat you'e desenbng smashing 2s tify 5 you can 

* adneages and disadvantages 


Noun phrases relating to arguments 

‘She's caught na vicious circle. She gets depressed, so she burs some new clothes, so she has no 
‘money, which makes het depressed again. [2 problem that cannot be solved because causes another 
‘rable that eases the Fst problem az3) 

Don't let's get onto corruption in the police. That would really be opening acan of worms! 

[a problem which you do ct want to dea with because it wil cause trouble fnformall 

“The producer says cites lve the im, but boxoffice takings will provide the ack test. 

[aay tet which wil prove te value, quality or tah of something] 

Certainly boarding schools hard for children. The other side of the coin is thatthe fear to be 
independent. [a citferet view, making something look ther beter or worse than before) 


Talking about arguments 


\teyoursaf (op) | Become very confused when you | Fonatried to explain the problem, but she 
inknots aretyingtoepian senting | soontied hers up knots 


‘bebroughtjaled | befored serpin youractons | The Winisers responsible shouldbe called to 
tosccount 2nd (probably punished sesourt forthe incompetence 


‘Bvesomeone | believesomething good.about | fm otsore thet Davis teling the truth, 
Thebencfitef | someone eventhough you could | buttimghang him the benefit ofthe doubt. 
fthedoubt bales ether good or bad 
goroundin ‘make no progrestinanargament | Wee going round ncels. (wish youl 
Stes sedation | come ip with anew idea! 
‘won't budgelgive | woritmadiy an opinion or agree | fm prepared to compromise, but Bert won't 
inch {even smal changes that bodge an inch 

another pesson warts 


englariioms Us tert 


113 


Exercises a 


Match the beginning of each idiom on the left with its ending on the right. 
1 acanot a 
2 the acid 

2 avicious 

a ins 

5 onthe other 

6 theotherside ofthe 
7 te yoursef upin 

8 goroundin 

9 becalled to 

10 won't givean 


‘What are the situations describing? Match an idiom from the box with each situation. 


knots 
test 


oooooo00000 


i 


‘aviciouscircle going roundincircles _puttingitina nutshell the acid tt 
{yingyoursef up in knots the pros and cons ofa situation 


1 Trying outa new invention forthe fist time, 
2 Trying to explain something complex that you do not really understand. 


because you now have space, 0 you now need to get rid of more books ta clear abit more space, 
‘Complete each sentence with an idiom from the box. 


‘aeanofworms _calledtoaccount _ontheonehand __bethatasitmay 
ve him the benefitof the doubt the ather side ofthe coin 


1 Insome ways ts glamorous being pop star. But__________.__isthatyou! 
no longer have any privacy. 

2 Itstime these petty criminals were __________ for theirimesponsible 
‘actions. 

3 | know Bits a rice tiendly person, but,________ hestillhas to pull 


his weight in the offce. 
4 


é ___, think Janna might have the best personality for the Job, 
‘but, on the other, Mina has more experience. 
55 Ihe'sapologised, | think you should ——s 
6 Iewouldbeopening tn inguire about his finances: 

Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 | gotwery confuse trying to explain to Kar how | ft about him. 

2 {dhe you to write an essay onthe ackantages and disaduantages of working abroad. 

+ Toput tbe, James needs to produce beter homework. 

“4 Natasha was prepared to compromise, but Alex wouldn't compromise at al, 

'5 You need more money so you work more. You earn mere so you spend more. So you need to work 
‘more. Iknevec ends, 


glen toms the nteroecote a 


Conversational responses 
HR emphasis 


Youeanboroa my carton. | Thanks ion! Thankyou very ech eed, 
Td you pte obyouwanee? | Noah ck ‘ove dappcnted ou wee ot 
| Seto dosoneting 
Contgpsngwihyovsndyour | Hwmorethemerie: | Youte ape forties your 
frend tues boupor ety 
Sheva peat teacher! [ecconsny tht apt | Yuta pe with arene 
Cone cn toe connritial| We wor [ew do ot want go something 
| dont inewtowyoucan dive acaris | Theres nothing tet | Youtink something ean 
tarde! 
_L" Dentmaiainelnght | Youthnsonehing lh 
‘tsnenty ihe mde ky | How time Rest Youre supa thew uc) 
soos been 
Weburoedint oknsteerin | Woawmalwerid | Youaresuprindataconcdones, 
once! Te mecingtomeine 
Sipser Seeing 
alin 


TE) sifference 


‘What do you think oosed the | Ws neltherherenorthere | isnot veryimportant. 
probler? watt 
ne doyouthinkietoblame—the | Wesltefeneandhaifs | Two people orsrouns are equally 


boss or the wort denon ofthe other rexponsible fora bad stuabon 


Wat do you thnk of oe Wartsacing? | ean take Rerleaveit. | You do not hate something, but you 
don't parla the tether, 


now You name’R.be’ | Anyfing you sey r choose ep 
ett Yow nome be eet 


k's got 2 many computer games, 


a Ue 


{bod tings ays et be 


‘nested appeinoire moun 


[someting sonearens not 
Somgaeeye bomen 


Tisitineshaope you 
caovat revert) 


Exercises 


12,1 Complete these dialogues with an idiom from Ar 8 opposite. 
1A: My new neighbour was at school with you! 
|sit OK if bring Seto your party? 


Do you think Anne or Brians to blame fr thelr breaicup? 


Goodness! I's nearly midnight! 


& 
& 
& 
& 
8 
x 
'5 A: Did you manage to get tickets forthe concertin the end? 
[pees 
: Doyou like caviar? 
[Saeed 
1X: He ays he's going to be Prime Minister one dy, 
& 

x 

& 


Would you agree to do overtime for no extra pay? 


12.2 complete these sentences with an idiom from C opposite. 
1 I can'tcome out with you because ve got to wash my hai 
Pirin aaa 
2 eneverswam in the Mediterranean. 
i ________ treaty is wonderftt 
3. Your new giiend has dropped you already 
Pata Soares ene 
4: Assoon as | moved into my new fat, the roof started leaking. 
p person eee Ta 
'5 A: Its wonderfl being hereon the river when everyone elses at work! 
1B: You'teright esa wateee sees 
12.3 Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 
41 Resa lovely present. Thanks 2 thousand. 
2. You won't find it ficult to learn to ski. Theres really nothing to that 
3 Its either here or there which hotel you decide to stay in - they're both excellent. 
4 Let'shave really big wedding. The more, the mer. 
5 Youay say that again! | couldn't agree with you more! 
6 He's traveled alot. You say t, he's been there. 


12.4 Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


13 _ Praise and criticism 


Praise and positive comments 

In these conversations, the second speaker uses an idiom fo repeat and sum up what the st 
speaker says. 
Mieko: That iti viage was the most wonderful, beautiful pace I've ever seen. 
‘Tania: Yes, it really was out ofthis world, wasn't t? 


Nora: Professor Breen isthe best lecturer ve ever heard. 
‘Alec: Yes, he's second to none ist he? 


Luucyt Ym not looking forward to being group leader after John. He's so popular and successful 
Fergus: Yes, he's a hard act te follow! 


Jack: Oh, do like our new soa. It looks just perfect here. 
Rosie: Yes it's just made for this room, sat? 


irsten: | admire William. He defended himsait very weil inthe face ofall the critiism and made 
ome good points against his etics too. 


Jamie: Yes, he gave as good ashe got, <idn't he? 


Emilio: | don think wel get Uchets forthe cup final. They're al sold and we'd have to pay 3 Hue 
sum of money to buy some on the black market. 


Chess Yes, they're Uke gold dust. 


Mark: Dr Zastas research s incredibly rignal and he has made some important new discoveries. 
Nuria: Yes, he's done some realy ground-breaking work. 


HER criticising peonte 
Tannese tame problems sh had wa clngse at work: Notte Wome 


*fenaly and pleasant, but na fase way 

2 prtating/anneying me 

2 yaakerme ster fel guilty 

“feazemockme you can also say moe 
fanatime) 

*romaie shodstuaton even worse 

* eke my character sggrst that 
was net hnest ermal) 

* completely tor negative 
gates of people) 

cong tings that were cenain to result 
Inwouble you canals sy ashing far 
igh mre informal 


2 English ioe Use insect 


43.4 


Exercises a 


‘Use an idiom in each sentence to repeat and sum up what the other person says. 


1 A: tysia was very friendly and smiling after our quarrel, but in 3 reall fase way. 
'B: Yes, know. One minute she was angry the next minute she was 


2A: tried to buy the new England football shin, but all the shops had sold out 
5: Yes, apparently they're —_ 

3 A: fhe continues to behave the way hes behaving, he's going to have big problems. 
2: Yes; think hes just — (Give wo answers) 

4K Bridge Street College isthe best schoo! in the whale region. 
Be Yess 

55 A: | enjoy being Chairperson, but find dificult coming fer such a popular and successful 

Chairperson as Sarah. 

1B: Yes, she's certainly. 

Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 

1 She really gets in my nerve sometimes. 

2. The last President was an in-and-out cruel 
‘monster, and the new ones not much bette. 

3 | don't think you should cast aspirations on him. 
Hesnot hereto defend himsett 

4 The scientists did some ground making research 
‘on human genes. 

5 ‘She had already upset me, but to ad injuries 


‘winsults se tla me wasup. (rena breaking Werk 

Answer these questions. 

1 What verb and preposition canbe used instead of make and ofin the idiom mate fun of 
‘somebody? 

2 What verb can be used instead of get in the idiom get on someone’ nerves? 

Complete each of these idioms. 

1 They citcsed her very strongly, but she___ as goodas she... and 
‘made them shut up. 

2 This dining table isjust__forthis room. The wood matches the doors perfectly. 

3 Why re you___mesucha_____ time know 1 was wrong, but !s3id 


im sory. can't do any more. 
4 Westayed at a lunurious five-star hotel was out of 


‘Think about people or things you admire or ones you have reason to criticise, Which idioms from this | 
unit can you use to talk about thers? 


Engle toms Use tem a 


Opinions on people and actions 


Evaluating people or things 
Rotten he 
— se the main couse ofthe 
probews 
ack is ots good a prone say 
ite 
oe isp beterthan 
| desire ‘Snot as good a should 
bey asue miter 
make {rely to develop int 
wee Heavier than you watittobe 
less completely wstes 
rot se ond lching 
sophstiation 


‘Commenting on people and their actions 


‘throws thebaby out withthe bathwater | changethings butlose good hingeaswellastad | 
tstsjompriieaps onthe bandwagon etivolved in something steady very succes 

plays devits advocate | pretend to be against an idea so that others discuss it 
ee sreene orca [ nate soneene vey angyormy bord 

[ate an nines of hema ethingn pat atthe ok td 

dec something der fae ptonss | tliat woth ora hee dng 
[never oes nh yh asa mat gest eflonand do tines vey wel 

[sa laughing stock | se ious at chad by vervone 


Engich ors. ne nme 


14. 


142 


143 


Use the idioms from exercise 14.1 to rewrite the underlined parts ofthese sentences. 


1 The new documentary channel on TV isnot as good as it should be 

2 My brother goes tz enormous efforts todo everthing perfect; he designed and buitthis own 
house, and designed most of the furniture too! 

11 He thinks everyone is afraid of him, but in fact everyone aughs at him in secre. 

4 Yes, 1 thnk we should change the system, but think we shouldbe careful to hep the good things. 
abauttheoldastem. 


5 Five years ago, there were nat many companies selling onthe Internet, bt now everyone has. 
Joined in because its so successful. 


‘Answer these questions. 

1. During the discussion, Kelly played 
evils advocate. 

Did she agree or disagree with everyone ese? 
Inwhat way? 

2 The buses that go from the sirportto the city ae 
abit rough and ready. Are they nice to ride in? 
Does the idiom mesn they are usually ready to 
go when you arive? 

3. Matt was acting under false pretences when 
he worked as an electrician What di Matt 
‘dowhich was wrong? 

+4 Comford University snot alts cracked up ta be. 
Would you want to study there? Why? / Why not? 

5 Your fiend has driven you to distraction. 

Do you say Thanks forthe lI’? Are you happy 
with Ber? Why? / Why not? 


‘Complete each ofthese idioms. Use the clues in brackets. 


1 That new motorway project has —__ — the __ ofa disaster forthe 
spvonment. twig through the mile of wife are, (silo Become) 
inclass the other day. twas 


2 


3 

~The batteries run out afer about ten 

over other European cies aa place fora 
forth regardto 


glen aman Use intemecite 2 


15 Behaviour and attitudes 


WY eehaviour to yourself and others 


lookrightstaight | Dehaveasifyoudonotseesomeone | Ann olten looks tralght throu 

‘doughsomeane | eiherbecme jou dontnctce | you, but thinkit may be because 
themarbecsexyousreigrorng | shesahortsighted. 

leave someone inthe Fimsory Fmleavng youn the 

lurch lurch, bute gotta gettn a meeting 

byidam. 

‘ve someone aard) | rake things tial forsomeane | Theteacher wll give you rough 

‘oughitough ime time you dansk the bok, 

‘Weep ali en something | contol theleweiofsometing narder | Ras been uyingte Heap aid on his 
‘ostopRncreasng emotions, but every now and then 
| bis anger nuts 

‘et youre go ‘ther tie lem car yout ‘Sophie used tobe so clegant, but 
Sopeurance rrelrconpictey and | now she's realy let herself gn 
ney yoo! ae 

‘low something outof | benave a ifsomethng that has The newspaper have blown the 

(all proportion Papgened'e mach worse than apute out fal properson, 
| reatyis 


MET) esitudes towards events 


When we got to our holiday destination, was avery long.limb upto the cottage that we were 
renting. Jahn thought nothing of, bt found it quite cfu. However, when we got tthe 
top, the view was so beaut! that it brought a lump to my throat We were only going to be 
there fortwo week, so we were determined to make the most efi. Then my mothes rang to 
‘say that my grandmother hae been taken ill ang er life was hanging inthe balance" Ofcourse, 
everything else faded/pated into insignificance’ then and we agreed that we wouldn't dream 
(of staying away in those Greumstances. We caught the next plane home and spent the fight 
‘nying to come to terms with’ the thought that she might de. However, thank goodness, when 
we got tothe hospital, she was sting up completely recovered and very apologetic that she had 


spoiled our holiday. 


+i something that othe people ound tat ery 
ly 

moved meso mich that wanted 6 ey 

take ul vantage of someshing because my 
et lastiong 

* 0 one knows what wi happen tit in he fature 


“ia notsnem at ll imporant when compared to 


Idioms are frequently used for commenting on your own or others behaviour and attitudes. Try to 
notice how dims ae ued inthis way when you ar reading o stern to English. Nate the 


‘context aswell asthe om in your vocabulary notebook. 


engl iomsin 


Exercises 


15.1. Which ofthese sentences describe basically positive behaviour or attitudes and which 
describe behaviour or attitudes that are negative (at least from the speaker's point of view)? 
1 Mark looked straight through me when  watked into the hall, 
2. Rachel let mein the lurch 2s she usually does. 
13 Sam has really et himself go since his wile died, 
44 Letsmake the most ofthis beautiful weather 
'5 The boy's soprano ringing through the church brought aurmp tomy throat, 
6 Rita's husband has blown the argument out of ll proportion. 
7 [elbe great tobe abe to let ourselves go once term ends, 
{8 They ae gradually coming to terms with ther oss. 


15.2 Complete each ofthese idioms with one word. 


1 The government has been quite successful at keeping 2 on infiation, 
2 Herboss is stil gvingher2_____time for forgetting to circulate his report. 
(Give three answers) 


3 nthe ight of what has happened since, our problems then have paled ints 


The fate of my application is hanging the —— 
come through. 
wouldn’ ‘of teing anyone your secret. 
15.3 Answer these questions. 
1 Have you ever been lettin the lurch? fo, when? 
2 Has anyone ever given you a rough time? if so, why? 
3 there anything difficult that you think nothing of doing? i's, what? 
4 What do you think it is importaot to make the most of? 
5 
6 
1 
a 


‘What was once 2big problem for you that has now paled into insignificance? 
‘What sorts of things bring alump to your throat? 

Cen you think of something that you have had to come to terms with? tfso, what? 
What would you never dream of doing? 


115.4 Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


: = 
«2 = , 
\ 


Prag By 
Y 
£- 
dl 


Uf 


Complete phrases 


Reacting to what others say 


Vonderstood everything hesaid to 
| mein French was just pretencing 


“Josh adores cowboy Best 


esti? You cool ve 
footed me 


| You donot betiove what someone 
| says about something that you sew or 
| experienced youre 


eas such a stupid thing toy 
her 


‘iy boss just congratulated me on my 
report. shoul ahi for py 


[ How areyou going tore on sacha 


Therese acinenting | You art nde wy someone 
fortaste( | teser doesnt ibe someting 

Areyoupreparedtohandinyour | Yes allel fast taltother plans do not work 

rollce to top them ging ahead with 

thei plans? | 

Whatdo you thinkofthe Labour | The lesser of two evil! | ne theless unpleasant ofwo bad 

Candidate the action? suppose optens 

How did we petiotothiterble | Gnethingjestledte | Aserascfevenishappened ach 

postion? ‘auted by the previous one 


You thnk nat you have done 
“methng bad or embararsing at 
Beanie wl never fort 


‘Do sothing nmecatly whie you 
faves good cnane of scr, 


re tse racy how yt butt 


orate” ae wen 
WD) repositiona phrases 
(Wes. bit over the top! | Profits are falling. Do 
kistercteis! youthin! shoul sack 
\ [Teenie tallest? 


\\ racer oars 


\ 


16.1 


16.2 


4 noton TD ® somehow 
2 one way or anather Cb asalastresot 
3 atthetmpofyouragenda — []c exaggerated 
4 overthe top OD 4 now 

5 alleteefails le important 

6 Oot 


‘Which of the idioms from A opposite might the second speaker use in these situations? 
1 A: ove to puta Bit of sugar on my lettuce. 


{really did't mind at al that | did't win the prize 


3 A Do you think should go and speak to her now? 
a 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 

1 If were in your boots, take the ob in New York. 

2 Asking the Managing Director for his was a really stupid mistake to make 'm sure my 
‘colleagues wll never let me ive it oF. 

3 Improving fice morale is said to be high onthe new boss's calendar. 

46 Werhadin' intended to stay there so long but one thing took to another. 

5 Take your chance now. Sthe while the fame is hot. 

6 | cant understand wht people se in the echbition. Theres no accounting for kes, 

7 allele fal, suppose ll have to go and live somewhere else. 

8 Given the choice between watching footbal or gol, | suppose foothll isthe less of two 


‘atthe top of my agends st 
Isjust not on, as fas 'm 

one way oF 

{sjwas over the top, 


| 
6 


Engtah os i se temeate 


Getting into danger 

“The solciers were eaught napping bythe sudden attack. gotinto trouble because 

they were nat paying enough stanton (napping * een) 

‘The Health Minister rise his jo by going out ona timb and citcising the 

proposals put forward by the Prime Minister. [tang an opinion of doing someting 

ier om anyone eee You canals be ut ona im wich means youre alone aad 

lacing support tom anyone ee i= large branch of te] 

‘oscar is qute weak and is eaily le astray by others. niuenced so that he esta things ary = 
‘say om the main pt] 

(a eave wet aloe f were you: Jack hates people ying his papers. [by notto chang or inrove 
something becovse hs might ake things wore 

[Although it’s always pani stations before the performance, everything goes smoothly as 300n 35 
the curtain goes up, [atime orsiuton where yu fel very araous ang have to at lly (ifm) 
“Tower ae a necessary eit [smething youd nthe but you ape thatit mast est or happen} 
‘Thank goodness, you'e safe and sound. | was £0 worried about you when | heard about the 
_accidert, [ths ohrasesmoly emphases he word ste] 


Being close to danger 

have anarrowescape | justmanage toed dangerortouble | Thecrew hada narow escape when 

osomething by the | oniyjustsucceedin doingsometting | Wewonthe match by the skin of our 

skin of your teeth teat 

‘atherftoe close for | so cose indstanceorsmiarinamount | We won the lection, but the results 

| comfort atyousreworiedorfrightened | were rater cos forcomfor. 

‘at tiogs fine ‘eareyounel onl ustenaughtimeto || prefer geting tothe station ea, 
| eiomatne Det Lee shay cuttings 

‘omething vets alarm | something worsesyoubecauseitisa | The stange look she gave meet 

belle ringing Se that here may bea probien | siaem bale ging 

{ake your Uf into) | dosometing very risky ‘ext taling your tent yourhands 

yourhands xossing the road here 

youre isin ‘hat person canatectwheteryoulve | When you pointe hespal,yos put 

fomeone'shands | erie youre in the hands of sangers, 

Ianging bys thread | Uby tain there ture The economy ishangingby thread, 

‘on knife-edge TnaveryGPfclt station od there are | The busines ison financial 
swore shout the hte seileadge and may go bankrupt 


idm Use teed 


ana 


472 


173 


174 


Exercises 


‘Match the beginning ofeach idiom on the left with its ending onthe right. 


1 becaught oO 2 fimb 

2 eves o cee 
3 safeand oO € atone 
4 beled o escape 
5 by the skin ofyour oO © satiens 
6 bepanic o f aszay 
T teavewet ia & napping 
8 goouton o teeth 
Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1 When David suggested they should come and stay fora weekend, it set alarm clock ringing 
In my mind. 

2. Thepatient’ eis hanging by a string, 

3 Having to go to work isan euil necessity 

4 Why do some people always cut thing fine? 

5 They are on a knife blade waiting forthe results of Grian's medical tests. 

5 As the building was on fire, he ha no choice bu to put hs life the firemen’ hand and climb 
‘ut ofthe window and onto the ladder, 

7 You'llbe taking the life in your hands if you make 2 speech tke that ta such an audience. 

4 {thine it would be mare sensible to leave good alone. 


Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


[Rewrite each sentence with an idiom. Use the keyword In brackets. 

1 suppose that exams are just something that you have to do. (EVIL) 

2 fe was uch relief when Ralph arrived back rom his Arctic expedition ft and healthy 
{SOUND} 

3 You took an enormous risk by agreeing to go up in a helicopter with such an inexperienced 
pilot. (LIFE) 

4 The huricane seems tobe geting abit too near to our town and I'm beginning to feel rather 
‘nervous. (COMFORT) 

'5 flwere you, | wouldet attempt to change things (WELL) 

6 Wewereina state of chaos before the important visitors arived, but we managed to get 
everything under control in time fr thee vst. (STATIONS) 

7 We almost missed the train. (TEETH) 

5 hope the other students wont strat our son from his studies (LEAD) 


rere 2 


ivesomething your | use allyour energy andor toda | Sgavelt yall, bt only managed to 
Et 


‘onething comesecondin the race 
woalleut ‘eslotofeneng andetortads | Jackie going all out to win the contact, 
covet “hope belt succeed. 
‘outotyour way te | by vecyhard io do something usualy | Tara always gne out of her way to put 
| Go something something rie rewerployee st ther ease 
pullyourweignt | worhashardasotherpeopletns | Sarah pulled her weight, we would 
poss easy beable to complete the project 


‘sing watever methods ae recesory | Our football tam determined fo win 
‘he championship, by hook or by crook, 

‘rake more af an ert vey intmal) | fyou don't pul your ge ot, yout 

getthe sack, 

probably posse. itt wlbe dict | | <uld Fina the report by Wednesday 
~ sta push, Tuesday 


Trying 

‘You're not having much ick getting to the next level of the game, are you? Let me have ago, 
leyto do something] 

"havea bash at painting the fence tomorrow you like mae informal way ef saying hove ago} 


| went through the motions of tidying the house, but my thoughts were faraway. {aid somethng 
because you ae expected toda, not because you wantin ot. oter words, you do It but without 
puting mach elort or enthsasn inte) 


‘Saying something is easy or difficult 


[extemay easy (nora) 


ee a re) 


[ticle nd needed aot of tot) 


Engl msn eee 


18.2 


18.3 


18.4 


Exercises 


Match each idiom on the lef with its definition on the right. 


1 goallout Oo ‘2 make an attempt 
2 beadoddle a bb be dficut or tiresome ta do 

3 gothrough the motions o do your fair share 

4 beheavy going oa 4 do something without enthusiasm or efort 
5 pullyour weight o © makealot of effort 

5 havea bash Oo F be very easy todo 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


| wish you's pul your hand out and help me mave the furniture 
2 Sam dide't ike the exam, but | thought it asa sie of cake. 

3 I'm going to get thejob somehow, by hook and by crook, 

“4 Hattie could, in a push, take over the project fr you. 

55 The test was a easy 2s pudding. 

6 Don't worry you don't win the game —just as long as you give that your al. 

7 Why don't you have the goat repairing the washing machine yourself? 

{Persuading him to do what ! wanted was tke taking candy rom child. 

9 Max will always go out of his road to help others, 

10 thad no problems using the public transport system there it was a chil’ play. 


Complete the idioms inthis paragraph with prepositions. 


Rewrite each undertined idiom with another idiom which has the same meaning. 
A: Do you think i be able to manage a snowboard? 
B: Course, you willis aseasyas tating candy from a baby. 
XI can'topen this bottle. 
B Letmehaveabash. 
‘A: How's John getting on with his mew boss? 
B: Hels going all out to make a good impression on her 
‘4 Did you fing iteasy to make that dress? 
B fewaschidsplay- 
‘Which ofthe two speakers in each caseis speaking in a more informal way? 
4 Matt: think havea bash at making some bread this weekend. 
Alex: think have ago at making some bread this weekend. 
2 Leake | wish you'd pull our weight more withthe project. 
‘Sam: {wish you'd pull your Finger out and help more withthe project. 
3 Tom: Getting him to do what | wantis childs pay. 
Sonya: Geting him to do what | wants apiece of cake. 
Engi isn Use nemetae a 


19 Necessity and desirability 


one ae ese = 
Hicerry, ate, 
ood to get your e-mail. Things ae ine ‘ee duty bound! to tel you that alls 
here and we're busy: Nothing t2 ‘nat wellin the secretaries office. Nothing 
complain about, except that an extra to panic about right atthe moment, but 
‘computer wouldn't go amiss" who knows what will happen? 
oe aie | ee os 
Hello Kim! Dear toma, 
Thanks for your email. Your new Job How are you? i'm fine, but 'm abit angry 
sounds great. Things are horrible here, today. The boss has asked meto goto 
‘and if push comes to shove’ il just London tomorrow, and Ineed 3p to 
havete leave. need be workin a London tke | need 3 hole inthe head* 
fastfood place justo eam enough to ‘may pretend tobe il 
live, 
"woul be very wel good we need them 2 tis realy necessary /f haven choice 
7ifthe situation becomes very ba, this ‘fet hat tis my duty that realy ough to 
‘thot an do 5 \onit need ta nd dont want it 


HERE) Wanting and desirabitity 


In these pairs of sentences, the second sentence means more or less the same asthe fst 


{meal really looking forward to meeting your cousin. 'm dying te meet her 
(Note: always continuaus tense frm) 

Nothing would persuade me to ride.a motorbike. wouldn't be seen dead riding one. 
(Note the -ng form when a verb follows) 

Mets home because | wanted to be independent. just wanted to de my own thing. 

"ldo anything for chance to meet the Present. give anything to shake his hand. 
His comments were just not appropriste. They were notin keeping with the tone of things 


| would never ever consider 2 job ke that_| wouldn't touch it with a barge pole 
(barge pote=a long pote used to push forward a barge, whichis a canal boat) 


HR other useful related expressions 
Customer Have you got a copy of Advonced Englsh Grammer? 
Bookseller: You're in tuck. We have just one copyleft. [sid when you get something god that you 
were not enectng) 


Is not worth my white buying new car this month. They're always cheaper later in the year. 
[hw not benef fom cong) 


You need a dictionary? Take your pick. There are three different ones over thereon the 
bookshelf. [choose whichever you wat), 


a Engi on Ute seein 


19.4 


19.3 


19.4 


Exercises 


‘Complete each ofthese idioms. 
1 twouldnttbe working na fastfood restaurant. All my 
friends would laugh at me- just couldnt do. 
2 feel duty —__ to go home and see my parents at least once a month. 
5 ve had enough coflee, thanks, but another one of tase lovely cakes wouldn't go 
4 think that laptop he's trying to sells stolen. ft were you, I wouldn't fewien 
5 Wenot______— my "trying the exam again. filed the fst time, 
and It probably fat again. 
Complete the crossword. 
iF aeross 
1 twant todo my own —__ 
3 You'rein Shes just 
arrived 
7 4 push comesto. 
7 Down, 
t 2 don't want one in my head. 


‘Mow use the idioms from the crossword to rewrite these sentences. 

1 You are very fortunate: We have just one room lek for tonight. 

2 ifthe situation really becomes bad enough, welljust have to sellthe apartment. 

3 don't want to go with aig group of people. | want tobe independent. 

44 got abil today for £700 for repairs to my car. telling you, the last thing need inthis world 
isa bill for £700 right at this moment. 

‘Answer these questions. 

1 Which idiom containing the word need means ‘iftis really necessary’ / if we are forced to act? 

2 Whats anather way of saying ‘choose what you want fram the available selection”? 

| What should you remember about the grammar ofthe idiom with de that means want very 
‘much’ "realy look forward to? 

4 Whatidiom is based on the verb keep, and means “suitable for /"in tine with? 

‘Answer these questions for yourself. 


1 ts there anyone that you would give anything to meet? 
2 Is there something that you're dying todo in the next few days? 


‘coms are usualy most comman in informal texts - ke the e-mails in A appease. Try to read 2s 
‘many informal Engish tert os you can for example, eters to popular magazines from readers, 


Itemet chat and newsgroup tts, tabloid newspaper editorials etc. and note any idioms you ind 
you would occasionally Uke to try ost some ofthe idioms you have eartin this book, then 
Informa ema area good naturtcontet for using them. 


Engh msn Use meine 


20 Probability and luck 


UR WEEK IN THE STARS 
‘on the offchance 

against all the odds 

youfor granted as, you do, isa gays the cards are 

foregone conclusion stacked against! 

chan mile off " 


because you hope you wilde or Fed 
Spottoshow youre grtetltesomenne becsise "you rently to succeed Because here are 10 
“thereat is obvioe to reejone ven el ‘Shing sto achieve wnat you want informal 
Rhos “ic not setting that you can contol yours! 


lent shay incl 


en followed by whether) 
ryt goes (val follomed by 8 


| toaisbay toboppntemiced ais 


aD 


\gptaway wih isingatrnoon | Dee pushyourluckt | Oo! tos hartge what ou 
tory taking al 


would ave ied tod, 


20.2 


20.3 


Exercises 


‘Comment on each ofthese sentences. How likly or unlikely ist that the action referred to 
will happen? 

1 -Agsinst all the oxds Jack s attempting to climb the mountain without oxygen, 

2 Will Mliy get the job she wants t's inthe lap ofthe gods. 

3 No prizes for guessing which role Tom's got the play. 

44 The cards ae stacked against her completing her course 

'5 tsa foregone conclusion that Beth will come top inthe exam. 

6 | thinkitstouck-and-go whether Rob will pass his diving test 

7 Let's go tothe Ibraryon the off chance that they'l hve the book we need. 

{5 The minister wil lose his job inthe Cabinet reshuffle you can see itcoming a mile of. 


‘Match each response from the box with a statement. 


Don'tpushyourlucki —ltabepotluck —Wsthelockofthe draw, Just my luck! 
Nosuchluckt _Youshould be so lucky! 


1 Ac Did you win snythingin the lottery? 


2A Your bike has a Wat tyre, Fm aad 


pS agape te RE 
lve been getting the best sles results of anyone on the fam. 'm gong to ask the boss 
formore pay. 


cs = 
3. A Wecan't choose which team we play against fist in the tournament. 
& 
& 


a a = 
‘A: You're welcome to come for dinner, but i don't know what weve having, 
Br Don't worry. 

‘Heel sure Dad's ping to give me aca for my birthday 

& 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 

1 They've been married fo so long that they take each other 35 granted. 

2. We've done all we can. Now the resuits ofthe election ae inthe lap of gods. 

3 Alexis chancing the arm a bt only applying to one university 

4 No prizes for guess who go the job inthe end! 

5 Thecards were stacked on Jake being able to persuade him. 

6 {twastouch-org0 who would win the match. 

7 We could all se Helens’ collapse come. 

8 Lets gp down tothe theatre off the on-chance that we can get some tickets that have been 
ature. 

(Choose si expressions that you would particularly like to learn three from Aand 

three from 8 opposite. Write sentences using the idioms in relation toa situation thet is 

significant to you personally. 


Exgith om Use ees 


21. social status 


WMI 0<iat status and how people see it 


Heb very ice and friendly but hisbrotheriavery | thinksheof high socal cas and looks down on 


toffee noses eopl foe lass negative 
Don't ty puting on/ giving yourslfaisand | acing 2s fyou were someone ofa ighersocal 
‘paces Remember; |krow tat youcometroma | ass thanyou realy 76 


Everyone was hacked to ear he wasimalvedin | asolld rexpecabie and respected membar of 


| crime te was such pillar af society. sce 
Ver new boyiends 2 bitofs rough diamond, ot a peron who uses impale / allow education at 
hes very nice really rst but who is sual of go character 


Shes abays ghing monsyto downand-ovts nd people whahaveno home, no money nd no job, 
yore who begsin the treet, ‘thotwe on the sects 


Wecant realy afford new hte, bate have to | continue ve atthe same socal standard we have 
heep up appearances, 0 wel buy same ved at even though we have money problems 


RE) °°<121 status and job/career 
“These lis rom a magatine with stories about people the news contain dioms that referto 
success orstatusin thei career, 


‘He was ahigh-flyerin the word of ‘Sheis one of several up-and-coming? actrees 
‘computers inthe 150s, and went onto _who have appeared in the new TV crema. 


become a dot.com millionaire. 


The company needed new blood! and she 


He fist made a name for himeet? provided it Within months, sales had 
inthe world of classical music. sen dramaticaly. 


‘rose ery quicly toa sucess postion 


- = became weitrowr 
Edward Briggs definitely on his way up* : 
ing to beter ana beter postions 
DE odecemboey “becoming mote and more populartameus 


* anew perso rom autsie the company 


HE «other useful idioms connected with social status/situation 
I prefer to keep alow proie 3 work. mat interested in promotion, ot raw atetono myself be 
noted 
(you must come tothe party! Anybody whois anybody willbe ther. a the important soo) 
Harte always seems tobe the odd one out. She never ses to in sci stern Hom everyone 
‘You can't call someone ‘unemployee" any more. The politically correct name's ‘unwaged 
{acceptable ad nn-ofersve way of tating about para sod groups usvalywsein» sight negative 
ay to sggest that Ri ghty risus tbe care about osang words that do nt ond anyone] 


Exercises . 


24.1 Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 

1 Hes always the odd out one. fal his fiends do one sport, he does a diferent one. 

2 When he ios al his money, he stil red to keep appearances even though he coud not afford 
his este. 

3 Sometimes ts better to give alow profile at workin that way, nobody asks you to do 
slificult jobs. 

44 She became a name for herself by being the fist woman to climb Mount Everest. 

'5 He's always putting on ar and grace, but everyone knows he's just an ordinary person with a 
very ordinary background, 


3. Hewas voted ‘Best actor who is quicly becoming wel-nown'of 2016. 
4 They employed a lat of young people asthe felt they needed new pepe wit fees ideas. 
5 -Alotof the people who ein those huge houses near the beach think theyre a better social 
‘lassthan other penple and look down.on them. 
6 My boss gives the imoression of being rather rude and uneducated, but he's very ole Evy 
infact. 
7 She was avery respectable member af society. but then it ture out she was involved in the 
ilegal drug trade. 
21.3, inyour own words, say what it means if. 
1 .you'e on your way up in your profession. 
2 “someone's down and out. 
53 “someone sa high-verin the computer industry 
4s someones toffee nosed. 


21.4 Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


£O= 
any 


Lookin your vocabulary notebook orin athe nite in thie book where thee are no pictures and 


‘se how many idtoms you could draw a picture of raw simple pictures that might help you to 
‘remember thresisioms. 


Jah oe Use nemesis o 


22) Human relationships 


WY 6004 relationships 


beinsomeones good | tt penonis lem withyou- | nin the teachers pod books — 
books | possbyenlytempormiy | Veipeaher iy the clssoom 
ietontheshoussontire | getorecenelywellwth | Forums we gpton ike whouse on 
Soowere ‘ietromne sar 
Tepierbefayin euch | eepgetny contact with | Wemustal hewn och ater oor 
‘th someone | someone | cones over 
Imakeituptosomeone | dosorsthingsodiorsomeone | sory forget your birthday. 
| Joukoveaonessmening bot | {promoe mabe upto you 
| Inova 
‘aie shine someone | esoneoneimmedstaly | /euldses rom hersmlthat sb had 
fedora ‘Shenae him 
aves sof aot or Ieelaltofafiectonferone | Nckwasanaushy ie Sop bul 
someone forte penan chen wthout| Cougs help having aso poo fin 
Newer 


bet engerents 90 rg wthech ahr | Te concn creer 
| Peieopot Mioaehens ove port 
ewe 
De(eahingatearpunese | racesandeacicer | Wee aking coopree 
(Stwopemeorgmpd” | beaaethey se yantodoor_| Inert my ears 
tyoteenons rownum er 
TaveRintersomemse | be emia cic or | artnet wy as in 
Nemomeane ‘ceme"ve mer one oh 
| ay 
Tameitenteihsemsns | aiiosonecnteasonebin | lake Sens sas ay 
Septvecoreaseionie | op -tmgongtohore oth 
Septem Nise 
\ ‘ub semeeneup the wrong | inte someane | Shescenstoalnayarubherbossup 
= fewongey : 
‘two-time someone [ havea romantic orsensal ‘She ehuned to believe he was 
‘Sosenmpemtwopope | recur thin 
| crt one hemi 
Teeprememefnmatiog | presomonsioeting | Solrthayes.vemanepdto 
es femnonipnererhomngyou | ep thet atin 
Yawn oumatinyeann [pep eon sewromnand | Ja sera BAe 


‘rod aking wih oF dor ‘hers hese 50 dont know 
ng tings 


rmoch south, 


a Engin ions in 


does he have 2 bad relationship with? 


1 | would immediately drop any boyfriend that tried to two-times me. 
2 Fla has taken the shine to her new teacher. 
3 Please stay into touch with me once you go home. 
4 Nita's boyfriend promised to make up t to her for forgetting her birthday. 
5 There's something about him that always rubs me down the wrong way, 
'§ Wetry tobe friendly, but the Smith family prefer to keep them to themselves. 
7 fyou want to leave early, you'd better try and stayin the bos's good book. 
{8 Rana really seems to have tout for me today | don't know how Ie upset him. 
‘Choose the correct answer. 
1 The neighbour's pet rat is supposed to be friendly, but Father. 
2) notheepintouch wath him b) keep himat bay 


2 The union and management have been... ever since management proposed issuing 
new contracts 


3) at loggeshesds b) atcross-purposes 
3 you feel so strongly that hes wrong, wouldn't it be better to ..7 
3) haveitin fori avert outwith him 


4 Her habit of nishing every sentence of mine really. 
3) rubsmeupthewrong way b) makesitup to me 

'5 Why don't you ..with my aunt when you goto New York? 
3) geton ike shouseon fire b) getintouch 


‘Answer these questions. 

1 What might a young child do to tr to get inthe teacher's good books? 

2 you are at cose purposes with someone, ave you angry or confused? 

3 How might you ty to makeItup toa friend whose car you've scratched? 

4 What are three different wasn which you can keep in touch with distant friends? Which 
\way do you like bes? 

'5 re there any things that people say that relly rub you up the wrong way? 

66 What do yos think should happen to someone who two-times a boytrend or grind? 

7 f you keep yourself to yoursel, are you lonely? 

5 you take ashine to someone or have soft spat for them, isthe feting mutual? 


Enger msn Use mwmedate « 


Size and position 


Big and large 


make big thing of 


Sheva peateingec Shelimakaitbigoneday. | sued: become famous 

Tesmy birthday on Saturday, bt dont wantta | makita special ocason; havea bg celebration 

make 3 bg thing f so don el anyone, 

Viyou'e going tolnestyourmmoney.yooshould | have ambitions plans andideas, and be keen ta 

| mink big Puttwenty thousand into shares, | achieve alot 

“ol Vouwon ten pounds on he lot. Big deal | said when something happens but you ae nat 
Inprenedionte, even Water ate 


“The characters inhi fms are abwoystarger than Ue | much more exciting ad interesting than average people 


The trstfor eri bone nts | sdf ometing wich co haper an whch en 
Taccyvueonens ioevererone 


Inch, mite and distance 
Inch and mile are measurements of stance that are used in the US and ae often used inthe UK 
Instead of centimeter ar lilometres An lachis 2.54 centimetses, a miles 1.6 ilometres. Both words 


ate used in many expressions. 


Mia ts she willing to change her ming? Tom: i's obvious Ruth relly likes Jack. 
Jordan: Wo, she refuses to budge am inch. Noel: Yes, you can see/spot that a mile off 
[change her postion even 2 eb] Orit sticks/stands outa mile, 
[Wtsvery easy to see obvious) 
Luke: Are you listening to me? ‘Dave: is avery ugly hotel and the food's awful 
Anne: Sorry, was miles away! Frans Yes is afar ery from that lovely hotel we 
Inotconcentrating but thinking stayed in last year 
bout somthing ee] Iver aiterent rom) 
Other related expressions 


mall doses, but can be very boring they stay along time, (you ke them ony or 


‘You can buy sunglasses in all shapes and sizes these days [a wide variety oftypesiszes. ete] 
Joss san unknown quantity. Wel have tobe careful with him, we kro vr ite about hin 


Networks can sometimes help you to vasalive and remember tof information more easly than 
‘memorial. Try mabing networks fr gaups ofiioms from diferent uns inthis book. 


23.4 


Exercises 


“Answer these questions. 
1 inwhichidiom does small mean big/huge? (clue: money) 
2 In which idiom does big realy mean smatl/insignificant? (lve: not impressed) 
3 Which idiom means someone is more excting/interesting than the average human being? 
44 Which idiom with big means to become famous? 
Use an idiom in each sentence to summarise the situation. 
1 Maria not listening to what Eddie i saying. Her mind ison something else. 
Maria ie 
2. There are big chairs and small chairs, armchairs, garden chats and office chairs. 
Chars are sad in 
3 Our oldschool was dark and depressing. Our new school slight and pleasant, 
The new schoolis a 
4 Dan looks at Eva with a romantic look in his eyes. He always wants to sit next to her, and always 
‘wants to tlk about her. 
Youcan seehe'sin ove. 
‘Ot: Hes in love. You can seeispot it 


‘Complete each of these idioms. 
1 She's do nex week, but she doesnt want to ___. Shed prefer just to go 
‘ut fora meal ith her husband rather than havea big party with ots of people 
2 For any person ina temporary job, the possiblity of unemployment 
cee a expaciallyina time of economic recession. 
3 The unions are prepared to discuss the problem, but the employers will 
net They ay they have made ther final offer, and that's that. 
4 We havea new boss starting next week He's abit of 
nobody has met him or knows much about hie. 
‘5 ke having frends to stay in my Rat, but only fr a couple of days. tn general, fiends are 
ice if they stay too long, they always irtate me 
6 Weshould think" _” "when we came to plan the new website 
‘There's no point in having one single, dull page; we should have lots of inks and video clips, and 
_as many colour pictures 3s possible, nd sound. 


Use dictionary to check the meaning of these idioms and then write a sentence for each one 
Themiddle ground themiddle ofnowhere __becaughtin the middle 


TER reopte's financial circumstances 


bbeonthebresdline | bevery poor ‘More people in ita are onthe 
‘reine nw than tity yeas a. 
‘Wve inthe ap of tnury | lve an extremely comfortable, | Welbve simply during the yea, but enjoy 
Becauseyouhoveatet of money | Iving thea ofan nace hee 
| Seoursummerholidy 
‘well weitto-do/ | havngplentyaf money | Most ofthe people ning her are lacy 
parley very well 4-do, Bt here are 2 ew 
poo flee 
‘wend money Uke water | spend ico much en withost | Hespendr money lhe water—Iwander | 
tneng ant sere he gets al rom 
Tipitenyourbett | spendlesithanyou dd efore, | (matad wellhaveto tighten out bets 
| Decmuseyounovelesr money | now thers anther mouth fed. 
mate ailing ‘ea alotofmoney very easy | Thee internet companies have made 
srinsant bing 
Dbeamoneyspinner | beasucmeahlaytmaling | My dog-wahing busines was quitea 
| money ‘money splane when | was 2 college. 


Costs 
We had to pay through the nose to get our car repaired, but at least ts working now, [ay aot 
cot money 


\fyou say that something isa rip-off (informal), you mean that itis not worth the money that you 
paid fort. 


We had to spend-a small fortune on getting everything we needed for our hoiday (2 lat of many. 
(ou can also sy that something coet a small fortune) 


‘Someone can also make a small fortune ou of business or they can tose a small fortune. 
Idioms based on the money metaphor 


Joe is 2 generous man wha happy to pick up the tabjbil! for anything. He managed to rise 
ta the top of his profession inthe police force, but was ata considerable price” Mis marriage 
suffered as a result. This was argely because his dedication to his work put paid to” his wife's 
Career as a nurse as so0n as ther First chile came along. Unfortunately Joes paying the price 
for his ambitiousness as is mariage has now broken up. 


+ pay for something afen something that ne your espe (normal) 
* hy scrcing2 or by ding something unpleasant in order 0 pet 

2 stopped someone rom doing setting that they were planing to do 
“experiencing the unpleasant consequences ct 


Help yourself to remember idioms by making a picture oftheir teal mening in your mind (or ona 


piece of paper if you he erawing) ax you learn them. To help you remember wel eeled or instance, 
Youmightimagine cc draw apa of smart high heced shoes. 


Englth is Ue inert 


24.2 


24.3 


24.4 


Exercises 


Put these expressions describing how much money someone has on 2 scale from poor on the 
left to rich on the right. 


Tivinginthelapoflunury onthebreadline _welltodo _wellhecled 


\Which person in each pair of speakers is probably more satisfied? 
1 Anne: Ournew business venture means we're going to have to tighten our belts, 
Bob: We're making ailing with our new business venture 


2 Matt: Ournew car costa small fortune. 
Daisy: Ournewcarwasa nip-aft 


3 —— Mydaughter spends money ike water. 
George: My daughter's quite well of 


44 Dora: This business venture has put paid to our hopes of success. 
Marry: Thisbusiness venture has brought success, but ta considerable price. 


Complete each of these idioms with one word. 


1 Ginais a iting in her new job. 

2 | was putin the position where hag no choice but to upthe tab 
3 Wespent aweekand atthe hotel ving in the ot taxuy. 

44 Ourneighbours spent asmall ‘on their new conservatory 


'S The first book Marvin wrote timed out tobe moreofa 
be has written since then. 
6 As Zakhas lost his ob, were going tohaveto 


—— spinner than anything 


__ourbettsfor while 


7 Wehad to pay through the. tw get tickets forthe match 
6 Ifyou don't study now, youl the price later on in the yea. 

9 Another expeession that means spend money lke ‘is spend money lite there 
10 He started his own business ater 2 small fortune onthe stock exchange and 


deciding that he should put his luck to good use 
Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


EEE one man's career 


‘When Jacob started work, he was atthe very bottom ofthe career ladder’. He had quite adead- 
‘end job? doing eun-of-the-mil tasks He stayed there fr a couple of yeas, but then decided 
he had to get out ofa rut" He pulled out all the stops" and managed to persuade his manager 
‘that he should be piven mare responsibility. The deputy manager got the sack’ fr incompetence 
‘and Jacob stepped into his shoes”. For several months he was rushed off his feet! and he had 
his work cut out” to keep on top of things But he was soon recognised as an up-and-coming” 
young businessman and he was headbunted™ by 2 rival company for ane of their top jobs. Jacob 
had climbed tothe top of the career ladder”. 


palow positonina wack © was damased from his jb aso Ge gen 
‘organisation oe era thesact) 
2 jebuithouta good hitre took over his} 
» poring routine very busy 
‘escape om monetonoes, _* had something ery ifcaltto do 
boring tuations picture ecoming mare 2nd mare sucessful This isa rat 
ots) 4 ited to jon anew worplace whic had 
* madea great ofr todo steed talents 
Somethingwel ee pictere  gatto-ntoppoution ina work 
Doforgamsopeincessethe -orpansationorherachy 


Suna fan organ 


ME) cing busy 


Tobe rushed off your feet is just one way of ying that you are very busy at work. Here are 


some ather idioms which give the same idea. 
( Yestvecerainy ) 
hands full. 


Mea 
Comer 
HE «other idioms connected with work 


Plans for building the extension have been puton hold unt our finances are ina better state 
Nef unt ater date lssally sed nthe passe!) 


‘These ore celled stops 


= 


“The plans ook great om paper, but you never know quite how things will tum out, ofcourse. 
[when you rend aboct i, but ight nt tum out tbe sa) 


‘Alot preparation has gone on behind the scenes forthe opening ceernony forthe Olympics. [ut 
sgh, hidden ot away that people are rot aware of ten when something ese shappeing publicly] 


Please don’ talk shop. 'stao boring forthe rest of us. talk about work when you areata werk] 


25.5 


Exercises 


‘Complete each ofthese idioms with one word. 


1 Thejob looks good on _, but the eaity is quite different. 
2 Vhate to workin a runothe "job. 

3 Tara hasbeen upto ______eyes.inworkall day. 

4 When John retires, his on wil Ingp his shoes. 

55 My cousin'san up-and—______ musician 

6 | musttryto get out ofa ‘twork, 

7 fvebeenonthe —_____allday 

18 Why did Kirsty’ boss give her the z 

9 Lwish you wouldn’ talk _____allthe time! 


1310 Rosle was very thriled tobe hunted for her new job. 
Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


s 


1 a 
2 Oo 

3 Oo « 

& Oo « 

5 Oo. 

6 pulloutallthestops =F] unofcaty 
Trushedotyourfeet — F] og delayed 

& up-and-coming Bt withove prospects 
Complete exch ofthese idioms. 


We had 2 diicuit day at work tay, We were all 2) —_____ 
* Under because we are having some important visitors nex week and 
‘management has decided to pll ut all the (2) to 


wo objects has been told that they wil 5) —__the sack 
‘and everyooe who wants to (6) ___ the career ladder wil have their 
(7). fulluntl the week & over. The visitors would be horrified if they knew 
‘what was going on (8) _____ the scenes! 


Write sentences using six ofthe idioms from the left-hand page about your own work at present 
and your hopes and plans for work in the future. 


Egle on Ue nermecote s 


26 Speed, distance and intensity 


prs en conaseessapeboey te 
| poheornaes 
ee ee ee 
‘be om the run | try to avoid being caught (especially | The bank robbers are stil on the run 
2 aren carson 
Smee | apnoea | Reraelneen farm 
| was fast and furious, 
SS err 
seme ona 
eal 
teasers | lye mmcting doo ao | Wena gow eho 
ets iene aae, 


HERE) Cistance and intensity 


‘the word spread ‘theses went romane pesonto | (told only Rose about it, but the word 
j tener ‘lel spread and soon everyone 
| seemed oko. 
| a ‘continue toknow whatis happening | The college lke to heep track its 
‘Suemeoneorsometnng former students, 
| estofftoa tyingstart | start well “The evening go oto a yng tart a= 
everyone was ery impressed by the 


‘onthe spot on-the-spot endear inthe place where | The pie can impose onthe-spot ines 
when used as anajectve | something shappenng crhasjust | on people found crunk inthe treet. 
fappened 


before anoun) 

ailever the place ‘wort many places Tooke Tor youl ver he place 

Tehrightandcentre | happeninglnaletefplacesarto | People have been coming down with fa 
alotot people | et right and centre 

rach be at fever pitch | used ofemotions)topetsosirong | By the endothe match felis haa 
thatpeaplecanttcontel hem | reached fever pitch 

‘bein full owing ‘whavebeentapperingtoratong | The party wasin fll swing bythe time 


ine sed therisa lt actly | weaved 


itizobeyondajoke | bejbecone eimemelyseiousand | the dlders behaviour has gone 
worms beyond ajo histime. 


ss ngs icon Ue iermecote 


26.2 


Exercises 


Put the idioms in the box into two groups: these focusing on time and those focusing on place. 
You can use one idiom for both. 


‘alloverthe place byleapeandbounds  dagyourleet _festand/furious 
getamoveon _leRyrightandcentre onthespot_stepbystep _theword spread 


‘Match the beginning ofeach sentence with its ending. 


1 suanis making progressby Oo 2 aie 
2 Bxctementisat DO bse 
2 Within minutesthefrebrigadewason =] therm 
4 The situation has gone Beyond D4 theplace. 
5 Thehobday got off to le teverptch, 
6 ooked for you a over Dl & thespoe 
1 The fimisabout wo men on Og atyingsart 
1 take you through it step by [__ tenpsand bounds 
Choose the correct answer. 
4 Granda is recovering. 
2) lef right and.eente 6) step by step € alloverthe place 


2) fastandtfurious 6b) onthe spot ines and bounds 


Answer these questions. 
1. Would you be pleased if your English teacher ssid you were making progress by leaps 
‘and bounds? 
22 Would you be pleased if you were told that your behaviour at work had gone beyond a joke? 
|3 What would you be expected todo f you were told to get a move on? 
4 Isitathletes who spend ile on the run? 
'5Doyou deag your fet when you are il? 
‘6 What hind of fins tend tobe fst and frious? 
77 Would you be please ifa party of yours got off t2 ying start? 
18 What can you do to help yourself ep track afl your appointments and other commitments? 
9 things are allover the place in a room, what does the room look lke? 
10 Iffeelings reach fever pitch, how are people probably feeling? 


ogi msn Use seed: 7 


27 
== 


Communication 1: words and language 


‘Commenting on things people say 
In these remarks, the speaker uses an idiom to repeat or sum up the underined part of what 
helshehas ust 6 


how everthing Tess i 


didn't say it seriousty or even \ 
| ssid mascompletely untrue |__| thin about i. 
Tewesalapsckottes)"Vinditventartsobsiew |” Speen remart 
ee | 
BO |e 
Tens ai end 
butLment lod: twas \__Thaltalialy story!) 
sta spo the tengo 


We didnt talk about any serious. 
snpics, you know, just the weather, 
holidays, that sort of thing twas just 

small talk realy 


Taey asked meta make aspeech, but 
{twas so overwhelmed by the presents 
they gave me coulda'tchink of 
wae 
completly lost for words. 


Tjustdidr'tknow what |) 
‘he was on about. (very informal) 


Commenting on the words you are using 

You akift thnk we should hel him. a word, no. [sd when you are about ve your opinion na 
shore eet way 

| think he's behaved very stupidly Hes anit, for want ofa better word: [ot quite the exact or est 
Word, bt good enough ore sisson] 

| was, te ein a phrase, 2 sick a3 prot sid when you se prae that sounds iy) 


Joking and being serious 
People sreatuays | laughing athim,by | Macupsare funy when other | not something to laugh 
fakdngthe mick’ | copyngfunny things | people have them but theyre | t. quite serous 
mickeyoutethin. | hedoesorso7s | nelaaghing mater when you 

enema! 
Weshoulntmabe | beats ake Ifavetodothework olives | used about serious oF 
lighter waubes: | somethingthatls | people W'smojohe. ‘deat tuations 


Bhim elec 


272 


213 


214 


Exercises 


‘Answer these questions. 

1 someone says ‘Swedish’ instead of ‘Swis' then quickly corrects themselves, what can we 
cals? 

2 Ifsomeone makes people laugh by copying the way someone else talks, what are they doing to 
that person? 

3 Ifsomeone cant find words to express thei feelings, what are they? 

4 Iwo people talk about the weather, or about hai styles, just to pass the time, what kind ofa 
conversation isi? 

5 someone tls stories or relates 2 series of events which are all deliberately untrue, what can we 
callie 

‘Use the idioms from exercise 27.1 to rewrite these sentences. 

1 Ide’ know what to sy. = 

2 Not one word of his story was true ft 

3 did't mean to say 

|4 dit mea to offend her | was ust. 

5 Iewasntt a very serious conversation, just. 


3 SSusskshe ara pes whole money anc potion ba evs Thats 


‘anyone can believe! 
44 She hasto get up at Sam. and drive 50 miles to work every day. I's great fun, 
5 |said I thought she should get herself boyfriend. twas a carefully prepared remark, 


Complete the crossword. 


3 Dol wantta bea millionaire? 


4 You can do this toa phrase 
5 don't know what you'reon 
Down, 

1 Shesaid tin the same —_ 


ngichidomsn Use reemedione Py 


Communication 2: expressing yourself 


‘Ways of expressing yourself 


‘The message rom doctors and restarchershas come | cea and very definitely 
irovgh loud and clear sinching harms yourhesth 


You must beafaid speak your mind: isimporan | sat yout opinion very Geay and openly 
that eveyone hears oor views, 


‘wnt any etn oF emeton 


Problems with communication 

In these conversations, the second person repeats or sums up what the first person says using 

an idiom. 

‘Sam: {told Henry a dozen times not to use that computer, but he sill keeps asking if he can. 

Beth: Yes, he|ust won't take no for an answer. 

‘Anna: Toby just never stops! You try to tll him something and he goes on talking while you're 
talking. 

Oliva: | know, t's impossible to get a word in edgeways. 

Rita: | was trying to tell Uam that know who stole the key, but he just kept talking about how 
‘expensive new locks are, which s a cifferent question altogether. 

‘Steve: | know. i's completely beside the point. 

‘Gina: | think Emma completely misunderstood the main thing we were trying to say. 

Jo: Yes, she completely missed the point. 


Other useful idioms connected with communication 
Don'task Nathan to relax He doesn’t know the meaning ofthe wordt pointes totaktohin 
eutrelnng i ntiaha caracer todo 30) 

She repeated what the doctor sid word fr word sing the exc word the dtr ha se] 

IF were yous cea the smallfine rit before you use your new rei cad. the es, estos 
andeonatons whic rohan wien nvey smal tes) 

“Toaskmeto ook ater her tre chidre fora weeks atheratall order, dot you think? ita, 
requestor avour nies not emonabe ta big sek someore odo) 

Whether shes levers than her brothers matter of opinion sorting erent prope wil hove 
iterent opinions about esaly meas you don ages wth the ea) 

There'sa question mark (hanging) over the future ofthe tenis ub, naboy knows wl conte 
(western 

English sa lngua franea in at of countries nowadays [ge raeabl a nginge ved for 
dayto-day pute ammunition, which sa te spears owt langue) 


Erb sors nse tent 


28.4 


Exercises 


‘Match each idiom on the left withthe situation in which it could be used on the right. 


2 getaword in edgenays [D)_ = Shekeeps.on asking, even though we sad no. 

2 miss the point [5b Sherold me exactly what her fiend said 

3 speakyour mind [Ec tsimpossbieto Interrupt her, she talks non-stop. 
4 wortttakenoforananswer  ["]_ i Shediditealy understand what | wanted to say. 
5 (repeat) word for word [© Hedoesn'thide his persona opinionsat al, 


Use the idioms from exercise 28.1 to rewrite these sentences. 


1 Sofia wil never just accept a refusal. 
2 Joss always states his opinions quite openly. 

3 Sara never seems to understand what we're trying t say ta het 
4 She told us eveything the teacher sald to her in every detall. 
5 | ied to tell er, but it was impossible to interupt her. 


Answer these questions. 


1 Theresa question mark hanging over the whole wildlife area project. 
In your own words, whats the problem? 
2 ts no good asking her to help. She doesn't know the meaning of the word, 
Does she usualy help people? Explain, 
3 you ead the small print, you see you can’ get your money back. 
Where do we usally find sol print? What is another way of saying thisiiom? 
44 Torr Miranda's triliant musician. 
Amy: Thats 3 matter of opeion. 
Does Amy think Miranda 3 briliant musician? Explain. 
5 English sa lingua franca in several Asian countries. 
Is English the aficial language in these countries? Explain, 
Complete each ofthese idioms. 
1 The governments message to the voters is _ 
and wel reduce taxes. 
2 Ithinkie'srathera___ to.askstudents to write 3500-word composition 
in one hour it would take atleast two hours. 
3 That has nothing todo with what we are talking about; its completely 
= the point. 
4 Hehasavery way of tllng you things no emotion or feelings 
whatsoever. 


and clear: vote torus 


nalch Mens n Use seed a 


29 Life and experience: proverbs 


Proverbs 
| prover isa short statement usually known by many people. I states something thats common 
‘eperlence or pves advice. Here are some examples. 


‘Actions speak louder than words. | What people dos more important han what he 9 
There's ne plats no good crying, | Ther’s no point n geting upset over someting bo that's 
cover spit mil happened when you cant change 


‘Don't put allyour eggsin one basket. | isnot good idea to put all your efforts or all your money into | 
‘one prec an Titi you mayloweveying, | 


‘Many hands make ight work. ‘b's done guichy an ens plenty of people help. 
‘lood ls thicker than water, 


MRT) Hatt proverbs 
‘There are a numberof proverbs which we often use ony hal of. The endings are so friar tat it 
tant recessary to say them, Here are some examples 


Ee perry erence 


soon 
‘people shouent ees ther people for alts 
tho they have themselves. 


‘Something the lst in a series of unpleasant 

‘events, and which nally makes you el that the 

‘Soman cannot continue 

‘When the person in authority isnot thee other 

‘ope wil not do what they should 8. 

‘you dont waste small sme of money, you end 

up nith plenty f money 

‘People who have sna characters or ntrests 

illofen choose o spend te together 

its beter to bep what you have ater than to 

Iai ‘eklaaingitby tenga get more 

Thegrastisaways | onthectherside ofthe | Other people alnays sem tobeina beter 

greener fence | station than you. 

‘Alworkand.e play | rakes Jacks llboy | Someane who spends all thir tine working 
Decomes a borng person. 


29.1 


29.2 


29.3 


29.4 


Saks iet oa Desa AESS 


‘Can you finda proverb on the page opposite that contradicts each ofthese proverbs? 

1 Toomany cooks spoll the broth. 3 Outofsight, out of mind. 

2 Opposites tract. 

‘Write the firs bits ofthese proverbs the bits that we usually use, 

— ‘and the pounds wil take care of themselves, 
‘on the other side ofthe fence. 
makes Jack dull boy. 
‘shouldn't throw stones. 

“< —— worth two in the bush, 

Bock together 
te mice wit pay. 
‘hat breaks the camels back. 


‘what proverbs could you use in these situations? 


1 Your brother’ girttiend is going abraad fr sic months. He is afraid that she wil ose 
interes him white she's sway. You could say: "Don't worry. 


2 Aiend thinks that he wil not gt job because the boss's nephew is interested in the same 
pan Pee haa GIS Hao Ry 
3 Three friends ofe to help you build a new shed. You say: "Thanks! 


4 ‘You are discussing two friends: Bob who is fl of grand promises and Ben who says litle, 
but is always very wiling ta help. You could say." prefer Ben. 


[5 Atiend of yoursis very upset that he has scratched his new car. You could sy: ‘Dnt make 
ph nee ae a ey 

6 Yourbrotheris thinking about resigning from 3 not very well-paid jb in order to spend time 
pking for someting betes Youthnkhe woud be better tof new jo et You sy: 


Engle dams nse ntemeate 


[EEE | cioms based on the word memory 


‘commit something te | make yoursetiremember [epestetrtotnertas toon=te 

memory something ____| fst commits them to memory. 

‘take strolitrip down | remember someclthe happy | They went backtothe place where theyd 

down memory ane things you tin the past | spent theirhoneymoon and tok a stl 
down memory tne. 

‘ox someone's | make you remember something | The pobceare reconstructing the cme tory 

memory | 108 the memory of possible witnesses, 

‘nhwithin ving ‘canberemembered by people | Stet itby gaslamps are stil within ving 

memory silane memory. 

Idioms containing the word mind 


‘come/spring to mind | immediately think of something | like togethimaspecial birthday | 
sent, bot nothing springs to mind. 


“tip your mind Target about someting ‘ea ging ring bert wah her happy 
Sithday but espped my mind 

‘bearkeep something | (oremberinirmation whe ‘Searng in mind hat twas yout fist 

nmin (matings decison ortnkang about stempt think you did very wl, 

your mind goes blank | you cant think ofanythingta say | When /lookad at the exam questions, my 
sie weet Blane 

‘oss your mind ‘Bink about something oraahort | Of cous, dort ink you brake the 


tndow. The thought neve even crossed 
mind. 


‘Outofsight,outof | something yoosey which means | Annie hasn't thought of her boyfriend 
mind. {Bat you so nat seesomeone you | since he went abroad Ot ofsgh, out 
forget aot then etme 


| somethingisen tei] you know, bc te Hernameizon the pay tongue 

| sbroertanave femerbert wesc 

‘ingbat ‘hiok you've eardsometing | Ws name gra bel ot dont ink 
before | weve ever met 

‘atramotteephe | asetercfconscaetnoughe | ohrel velos my vain hough 

‘ackyourtesins | Binkverytod ‘ached my bring bt cou ink 


her it he book 


Engler tne iteoretone 


30.1 


30.3 


Exercises 


‘complete each ofthese idioms with memory or mind. 
1 Outof sight, out of. 

2 The class reunion gave usa get opportunity fora tip down lane. 
|3 Fmsory | forgot to post your letters lust slipped my 

44 You cant remember what you di last nigh? Let me jog your 


'5 Pleasebearmein_____ you need someone to work on tis projec. 
6 Iwas so embarrased that my ____just went blank. 

7 Ienever crossed my ______to tell Nigel about our meeting. 

8 Sueets fll of horse-drawn carriages ae stil within ving —_____~ just! 


wanted to give her 2 surprise, but nothing suitable came to 

10 Try to commit your mobile phone number to 

Complete each of these idioms. 

1 don't think know hie, but his name rings. 

2 Whatis the word fort? can't remember &- Oh dea, it on 

3 If try, should be able to remember the recipe for you, Let me ack 

44 Try nota interrupt his ain 

[5 Myson is much more adventurous than Iwas. At is age the thought of travelling abroad alone 
wouldnever 


Answer these questions. 
1. Which idtom could also be included in the Proverbs unit (Unit 2) ofthis book? 

2 Find two idioms that mention pars of the body ather than mind ar memory, 

'3 Whats the teal meaning of jog in the idiom jog someone's memory? 

44 Rock's the name of a magieval instrument of torture on which people lay and were stretched 
‘How does it ft the idiom rack your boins? 

‘Whats the literal meaning of soll the idiom take stroll down memory lane? 

Whats the iteral meaning of spring i the idiom spring to ming? 

Whats the teal meaning ofthe word bear in the idiom Bear in mind? 

‘Which ofthe idioms is based on a metaphor of hearing something? 


30.4 Complete each of these idioms with the correct form ofa verb. 


| m2 told to speak for five minutes onthe subject of 

elephants Afew ideas ___{1}to mind 

‘and I reminded people how its a well-known fact 

‘hat elephants have a very ood memory. Then after 

_aminute ors0, my mind _(2} blank. 

{knew dread an article about elephants ecently, but 
‘everything td read had____(3) my mind. 

(4) my brains, but nothing 

——__{)to mind. friend (6) 
‘ny memory by calling out ea’ from the back ofthe 
oom, but soon (had completly dried up. tfonly my 
‘memory were as ood as an elephant’! 


Time 1: the past and the future 


Looking back, looking forward 
‘nef he major divisions in sims involving times between those that look back from now nto 
‘the past and thase that look forward into the future. 


‘Looking back 
‘Thiscamersthas seen better days. | isoldand not working so well 

|My computer is out of date. | eid anc not useful ox comect any more 

| She didnt study when she was young, butshes | doing now what she di not have the opportunity 
making up for lst time now. | tecopreviowsty 

‘People have fallen in lave with one another | trom the beginning oftime 

sincerom the year dot. 

‘Looking forward 

‘E-commerce seems tobe the shape of things to _an indication of what sky to become popular 
come, inthe future 

‘Use this oom forthe time Being unt your ‘temporarily, instead of something ese | 
new office s ead, | 
‘Weare on the threshold ef excting new | setting ay happen very soon 
developments in medicine. { 

“The economy laos healthy inthe shertimedium) | fora shortimediumylong time inthe fture 

tong term, | 

‘Ws onty a matter of time before we start to ‘twill defintely happen, even though we cannot 
‘colonise other planets. sayexactiy when 

lcan'tsay fl tke thejob ornot.Itsearly daysyet, | its too soon to sayidecie 
Inthelongrunyou'lseeitwastheright decsion. | alongtime from now 

Other related time idioms 


He spends money tke there's no tomorrow. [eszry and ver vicky (or more formally, asf there 
‘was/were no tomorrow) 

‘At the end ofthe day, you have to be a ltl selfish. something you sy beforestatnga vey important 
fact ride) 

“The fact that head been dead fora week in hs apartment before anybody found him is sign of 
the times. omething tat shows tha society now worse than wasn the pat) 


‘Although the liom on this page do natal contain the word time ther meanings areal elated 


‘atime in some way. Grouping sioms by meaning another way offering them i ation to 
grouping them by keywords, 


rglihdormein Use nema 


3a 
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a1 


Exercises 


Match each idiom on the let with the situation in which it could be used on the right. 


1 iseaty daysyet [12 Someone shows you a ar which is riven by 
solar every. 

2 since the yar dot [)_» vourettsomeone about avery ancient tradition 

3 theshape ofthingstocome [7] __€ scientist claims tobe on the point of 
‘Siscovering cure forcancer. 

4 onthe threshold of [1 ¢ Someone asks you'fyou tke an English course 


ater only ane day. 


5 ke there's no tomorrow © Someone is spending all their savings carelessly. 


a 


‘Write an appropriate comment for each ofthe situations in exercise 31.1 using the idiom 
‘you chose. 

6 reed 
2 People have been doing this every spring 

3 Ascientists 

4 vecnly been to a couple of lessons. 
5 Max sspending money. 


Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 


1 Some time s00n we wil innitably discover life on other planets. 

2 think the main points that you can never inst 2 potician, 

3 never emt iano asa chil som sahing tat rblem nom by tang sons 
4 “Looking atjustthe net few years, the economic situation looks good, but looking at the next 30to 
<0. vear, the outlook snot so good. 

‘5 This bicycle isi old and broken down now | should realy get 2 new one, 

6 Could you use this computer ust temporarily til the new one arrives? 

7 W's fypical thing about the time we vein thet you cont speak to areal human being when you 
{telephone the bank. All you get isan automatic voice. 

8 This milk hasan old date oni throw it auay and open 3 new carton. 

3 Wests lt of money now, but avec longer period it wil be a good investment, Im sue 


“These idioms involving time are notin this unit. Using dictionary if necessary, see if you can 
{ind the missing prepositions. Then choose the most suitable paraphrase. 

1 Hele asi was... time warp as Isat inthe ancient cottage talking to the old man. 

a} time was passing verysiowly _b) (felt asif¥ had gone backin time toa diferent era 

2 My dad can remember the first home computers, but that was... my time. 

2) when wastoo young touseone _) before! was bom 

3 haves lat oftime .. Jack; he's very interesting and intligent person. 

2) Hike and respect him" b) {spends lot oftime with him 

4 turned of the water supply in the nick... time Five minutes later and the whole house would 
have been flooded! 

2) justintime to prevent disaster b) very quickly indeed 

5 Shahespesre'®s plays nave stood the tet... ime. They are as powerful today as they were 
hundreds of years ago. 

2) haveneverbeenchanged _ b) havenot been weakened by the passing of time 


Time 2: clocks and frequency 


‘Sosomething innate at ll iver guckly 
‘allita day "| ecient usually Bish working) 
don" nave a minute te cal your wn ‘ae very busy indeed 


coitemediaely, ight atthat moment 
| sartvery ety inte morning 


Jake worked against the clock to get the report finished before the meeting, 
‘The homework is very easy. Youll be able to doitin mo time at all 

|r realy tired. Let's eallita day now and come back oitrnet week. 

Eversince the twins were born, haven't had a minute to call my own. 

Ifa new idea is suggested, Allan s always keen totryit out there and then, 

‘As our plane was leaving at am, we had to getup at the crack of dawn to beat the airport on time. 


MR Frequency 
Thee idioms fer tohow ken (orhow rarely somthing happens 


RARELY 
— Se ee | = eae 


rinetimesouteften | ano sane \Festoomy 


TEE. time om 
i i a ae ras mea ee 
dipcora suing hat oa sos a Sa eect ae 


Wherever possible, put groups of idioms ont a sale, Hie the frequency seal in B above. You could 
se scales foricioms connected with aze,felings,cificitis, ee 


32.2 


32.3 


Exercises 


Complete each of these idioms. 
4 trans tke . 
2 Wesetalfatthecack 
3 We were working against ere 
4s Vehad enough bets call 
5 Ithappens this way nine 


[Match each idiom on the left with the sentence onthe right which best reflects its meaning. 


1 there and then [2 Rebplays goiroccasonally, but nat often, 
2 onceina blue moon [2 Paulalooks ater thes kids and hasa 
fulsime job. 

3 inno time at ll [1 « Thedoctor examined me immediate 

4 offandon [El tony see trick very rarely. 

5 doesnthavesminitetecallnerawn [7] © Thenewhouse was bull very quickly 

time 
ten 


‘choose four ofthe idioms from exercise 32-3 and write 2 sentence for each one toillstrate its 
‘meaning. 


Rewrite the undertined pat of each dialogue with anigiom. 
1 A: Doyougoand see your mother and fther very ater? 
Wel occasionally butook ona regular basis 
Should we walt and dit as and when we need to? 
No, think we should do it now, so that we never need ta doit again. 
Shall we uy and speak to Me Sonders about ©? 
Well we can try, but onalmest ven occasion he's too busy to meet anyone. 
The bos wants this repert by Fay 
Well wel jst have to work wen fast tit ished by then. 
‘Do you want to gp on working a i onger? 
No, Pvehad enough eth now. 


2 


i 


DRRRer eran 


“emt be the crack of dwn’ 


Engl ors Use semedate « 


The elements 


MD ows 
Se 


He'sthe alt ofthe earth 2 very good and honest person 
Shel go tothe ends ofthe arth tosaveherchia | coanhing pombe 


The royal couple were runt ground in Wales scovered air aot of searching 
‘limy warings fell on stony ground, nereignored 


aD 4: 
Hou pluck a number out ofthe ar, you choose one at random, 


'Wsomeone blows hot and cold they sometimes seem to ke someone or something and sometimes 
don’ s0 that others are confused about how they really fee. 


| you get wind of something. you hear information that others hoped to keep secret. 


‘you See how / which way the wind is blowing. you deci to see how a situation develops before 
‘making up your mind about it. 


fg 


“Tanyas playing with fire, agreeing to go out with 


* doing something that could be 
Rick. Rumours about his violet temper have been Sangerous (oy in thi ciom 
_spreading ike wildfire ever since he movac tothe normaly oad contnuous tenses) 
area, Ofcourse, most people sometimes say things 3 peng ound very aucl’y 

inthe heat ofthe moment thst they donot realy 2 thou thinking because they are 
mean and! don’t know how much truth thereis inthe | angry orexcted 

rumaurs. However, you canthelp thinking that there's | “if people are saying somethings 
nosmoka without fire’ Anjo, dontaddfuetothe | "ee =ndyosdorthnow where 
‘amesifire® by ctcisingRckin front of Tanya asyou' |‘ feemtin 


nly make her keener on him. 


ln deep water In ification which shard to dal itn 
ut of your depth ‘nase that you do nat have the nwiege rss to deal with 

Jump | Uren someone | doce make someone do someting aificlt without beng Sven or giving. | 
Inat the deep end them ary help 

inhot water Ina stuaton where pepe ar angry wth you 

be between the devil howto chose between twa equal ical options 

snd the deep blue sea 

beadropinthecean | beavery smal anountin comparsonto whats needed 


Cy Eglin ios in se nemione 
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Exercises 


Match each idiom on the left with ts definition on the right. 

2 movevery fast 

bb bean insignificant part of something 
observe how a situation is developing 
4 make a cifcult situation worse 
‘ 

z 

h 


1. get wind of something 
2 goto theends ofthe earth 
3 spread ike wire 

4 ein deep water 
5 
‘ 
7 
8 


beina cific situation 


Dea drop in the ocean, 
blow hot and cold 


ooo000000 


‘Rewrite each sentence with an idiom. Use the keyword in brackets. 
1 Youll be fine working for someone lke that he's very decent man. (EARTH) 

2 Unfortunately, no ane paid any attention to my advice. (GROUND) 

| Unfortunately, her angry words have only made the situation worse. (FUEL) 

4 | think Rosie must bein trouble - the boss has asked to see her t once. (WATER) 
'5 Noah doesn’ relly have the experience to cope with his new job. (DEPTH) 

6 Spreading rumours like that a riky thing to do (FIRE) 

7 Choose a number at random and multiply it by 3. (IR) 

{5 The police were unable to find where the escaped convicts were hiding. (ROUND) 
ut the words in order and make sentences. 

1 lke /The/ of news / wildfire / spread / ther | divorce 

2 the /the/ sea devi / blue between /'m /deep /and 

3 no/ite/ There / smoke /is/ without 

4 ‘heat /the / of / Don't anything / moment /in say /the 

5 and /1/ the /cold/ hot / he / way /tiows / hate 

6 the/ thrown / when /1/1/ university / end / wasn / deep / started / at 


‘Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


Look at the different iioms relating to earth, air, fire and water both in this unit and in Unit 43. 
Which abstract concepts do each of these elements seem to represent inthe English mind? 


Here are some more idioms connected with the element, Look them up in your dictionary. Write 
'2 definition and then write the idioms in sentences of your own. 

‘otzetthe world on fre ‘goupinsmoke 

{soll water ander the ridge our cold weter on something 

ede turing 


lore Use ineeracine n 


a 


eamawtunncayen | tort iaeselanispncet 
make i dificit to do something _| geting a work permit 

bein the red Tove a negative amount inyour | Ican'taflord a holiday this you, 500 
pati | tatters 

Cg ey 

oe staan: | Gocanoee 

Tetharing | seastngscnore nan | Ts bemae! wages Be Te 
a en | ee 
= SSaseve pen teanpie 


a) ow 
ee Cap esalce at ex alve Reenan eva ti roti 

Groote 

Taranto uin amie Gee encod ICME RIDSA Hearn 

Fesieeleplens 

Se re cal anton Seren eal pet flac 

Lendorefoaap aretha 


ME ceen 


| ‘as gre wlth envy when she pote 
‘My mothers got pren fngrs. Everything she | 
plants nthe garden grows wel, 
“The boss has given the project the gree ight, | even persion something start 
[outs inthe een be soo certs “countryside around a Yown or city wiveh 
‘an be ult eat 


=p Black, white and grey 
* workers who work noice, nt 
z a ; 


‘ing physical work 
ten, ft usta spoken 


ayeement 

* sri that sa problem, and 
Isnt very clear because there 
‘renorules 

“Something which has no bottom, 
and everthing ptnt st 


n erga ios n se eset 


Exercises 


3.1 Match each newspaper headline with its text. 
1 Health service budget just a black hole, says minister 
2 Government promises to deal with grey area of Internet law 
3 Green belt round Liverpool extended 
4 Children with Blue blood no more intelligent than others, say scientists 


34.2 
1 Which kin of workers work in fice and which ones do physical work? 
2. What colour are you Ifyou wish you had something someone else has? 
|3 What colour are you if you repeat something, but the other person pays no attention? 
“4 Wht colour is your bank balance when you have spent more money than there was init? 
'5 What colour light da you see when someone gives you permission todo something? 
34.3. Usethe idioms from exercise 34.2 to complete these sentences. 
when she won a trip to Los 


fe ARE ey ad the bak as asked me to 


_- workers are on strike, but the office staff are 


1 tant to see 3 contract in wetten frm, not just an informal agreement, 

2 I wanted to apply fora visa, but 2 fiend told me there are so many forms to fillin and complicated 
‘ules, so 've decided to forget it. 

3 Mynew house has a big garden, but im np good with plans, 0 ll probably never do any 
sardening. 


“+ She was caught ust as she was stealing fod from the school kitchen. 
'5 He's always intreducing unimportant points into the discussion which distract everybody from the 
mala argument 


exalt ire w Use ere n 


RY tatking about work 


‘Our teacher wears lots of different | 


hats‘ Heteaches, coordinates | 
lasses, and writes exams } 


We have alot of work to nih 
today. Sorell up your sleeves 


u 


Ifyou need her help, just call. 
She will come atthe drop of 2 
hat® and help you. 


1 toget ready to work hard 

2 without any delay 

3 to try todo your job as wells the person who did it before your especialy when that person was 
very successful 

“4 todo many different roles or tasks 

5 to be ina situation where you ae certain to succeed 


Describing behaviour 


The professor bored the pants offeveryaneinte | was-extremely boring 
all Some ster even fel sleep 


iy dad ikes to tink hat bein charge. buteally my | ithe person who makes decisions 
‘mum weaes the trousers in ously 


Veep your shirt on! He dido't mean ta seatch your | done Beanery 
artes an acient- 


{ura san amazing person she has taojobs andstil | admire what she is doing 
‘manages to volunteer atthe stup kitchen. tke my 
Fat off her 


‘You can ask Tom for anything; he'd give you the hit | swing do anything alp another person 
ofthis back. | 


Pocket 
rt std my at tree tines 
‘Sasoepace 


Iraing rare money nan ener 
yous 


‘weston sme noe Sg 

‘pan ot en son : 

papery am : 7a nad ts ig deep inte his pockets 
‘$s5eutofpocket. za Y pay fortes. children's education. 2 


Irma manny ha nen (spend a lt of mayor ge eof 


1 haveitin the bag 2 Tinais the head ofthe student council the class 
‘resident, anda football coach at her sister's 
primary school. 

2 wearthe trousers 1] & You sold a sofa for £30 more than you originally 
paid fort. 

3 wear lots of diferent hats [11 € Sarahis very generous; she is alays wing to 
blp her Friends no matter what they need, 

4 inpocket 1] Mark only needs to score 50% inthe exam to pass 


the course, and hel find that easy 


5 givesomeonethe shirt offyourback [7] © Yourtriend is very angry because his football 
teamiot. 


6 keep yourshirton [ZF Martin makes al the decisions in his relationship. 


35.3. Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 
1 Paut's speech was relly long and not very interesting. He realy bored the trousers off everyone! 
2. The exams tomorrow? You'd better roll up your shirt and start studying right now. 


2 Gary promised to pay me back for the hate room, but he never did, Now I'm-£80 outside the 
pocket. 


4 just hope can be as good a teacher as Mr Roberts. | have some big shoes to walkin 
‘5 Julai training fora marathon a the same time as writing 3 book. really take my cap off to her 


35.4 Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom from the left-hand page. 


1 Anna told me that she sold our parents’ car for £500, but now find out that she was nad £700 and 
‘eotthe difference 


2 Even after paying all of our expenses, we have an entra £75, 

13 My sister thought she was definitely ning tn pass her driving test, but then she hit another cart 
‘4 The charity asted people to donate genecously to help bulld 2 new hospital 

5 {called Beth and she came straight away. She didnt even ask what the problem was. 


Use emote s 


36 Games and sport 


‘sane an activity and encouraged 
‘ethers ton in 

* youve to do something now 
before any progres can be made 
° quick tn understand and react 
“co ourown nitive without Ben, 
shed ty anyone else 

* sarpriseus with an enexpected 
probe 

‘ coaperatein order to achieve 
semething (sual used 8 
egatve content 

Tina stuation 


Fight then, ve started the ball rolling by tling you 

what think our company should do now. would fe 
Sryone who has ary comments of questions to speak 
‘now. The ballisin your court’. Don't forget that ou rival 
Companies ar onthe bal and ifwe dan act quick and 
o something off our own bat hey wil And they've 
to throw usa curveball ard ate le ifict or us | 
‘now my proposals wil imvolve people doing overtime, but 
‘hope thatthe workers may agree play bal’ given the 
circumstances we ae alin I not our fot we aren this 
Situation Different ates of tax in diferent counties mean 
that we arenot competing ona eve playing fel 


Cards 
If you play your cards right, you behave in the righ way to achieve what you want. Its informal and 
soften used in the expression (jou) ply (our cards at. 


you putfay your cards onthe table you tel someone honesty what you think or what you plan tod, 
Hf you pass the buek, you blame someone or make them responsible for something that must be 
‘done next fom an object used inthe card game poker). 


If you follow suit, you do the same as everyone else has just done. (This sa reference to playing the 
same suit, hears, diamonds, spades o cubs, in cards) 


Ifyou cll someone's bluff, you make someone prove that what they are sayings true or prove that 
they will really do what they say they will do, because you dant believe them, To all someone's Blut 
ina card game is to force them to show you thei cares 


Miscellaneous sports and games 
swing take the plunge osomsthing mporant or ica that youve 
of gto alongtime 
[bosses obecktosquareone | getuct tothe tepinngata projec, becuse 
Provous ster hve le 
archery | be wide ofthe mark ‘be wrong of miss what you were tying to hit 
Toreriding | dosomething onthe spur | do sorting sudden, without planning 


Tacos andlor | be onthe cad | eticyio happen 

foun tig 

pobre | earbeaiet ‘Se besthng ou can do toachive thereat 
yoowont 


‘shen you rein adil tution especially one 
‘tetas whether you ran mst people 


36.2 


36.3 


vy 


‘Match the beginning of exch sentence onthe left with its ending on the right. 


1 you pay your ears igh, a omtheirown bat. 
2 When the chips are down, [> wouid be your best bet. 

3 Thebalisintheircour, [ ethers wiso0n flow sult 

4 tfyousign the contac, [4 wersecided to go way forthe weekend. 
5 Onthespuraf the moment _ « sowethavetowaitandseewhatthey do. 
6 Thechilérenpicked mesomefiowers [7] __fyouleamwhoyourreal ends are. 


7 Going by tainrathertantusorcar —[]__g youshould getaninvtaton ther pay 
Complete ach sentence with nisi from the bor. 


‘level playing field puthiscardson the table follow sult_callhis blu off is own bat 
fontheball onthecards passthebuck starttheballroling threw usa curveball 


1 Let ask Pete for advice — he's usualy 


when there are economic 


problems, saying the previous regime isto blame, 
3 Fe tke you each to tell us why you have decided to doa creative writing course; Mare, woul 


55 Noone asked him to help -he did it 

6 if you keep your things tidy, the others may 

7 itis 

8 He's been very frank and has — 

9 Heclaimshe can speak fluent Japanese let ait 
hi to dinner with our Japanese ues. 

10 The manager when he told us that our budget would be cut mest yee 


‘Can you ind any idioms related to your favourite sport or game? You might be ale ta End some 


by looking up keywords relating ta that sport or amen 2 good Englsh-English aiconary ors 
‘ictionary of diam For example, f you 2@ interested in horse-ding. you might ook up ors 
saddle, rs. 


Sopa ema se ner 7 


Animals 1: describing people 


‘Animal names 
“These idioms are based on compound nouns related to animals, 


leadareherse ‘someone who sieve or skifulin way that noone knew or expected 
‘atone wott ‘emeae whe oes not mix scaly with the people 
‘enced tah “omeone whe leno very fendly and des not show ther flings 
Tec ara puinea piggies ig) | someone who acisas subject in an experiment otal of 
9 
lea party nial sameace who loves parties and sodsing 
‘woul [ow tobe lyon the wall | sorsone who would love tbe present to see an important 
iat orseeret event 
Note also: 


“There was. fiy-on-the-wall documentary on TV last night about hospital walting-rooms. [programme 
‘medina rea staan, sometimes wih hidden cameras] 


People’s characters and their actions 


John’s bark is worte than his bite [he may scom feretough but els nt ral) 
{You don't need tobe afraid of him. He wouldn't hurt ly. [is tottyhamiess and woul never hurt 
anyonel 

Harry's really gt the travel bug ever since he wasn that holiday in the Caribbean. [a strong dese to 
travel (bug bere means wns; the orignal meaning of bug isa smal inet) 

‘She's working very hard or her exams. She realy got/taken the bit between her teeth. statedto 
wor/actin very determined way (2 bts piece of metal putbetween a bors teeth t contro) 


“They've given me free rein to do what | ken this new job. [ven me complete freedom (sins are what 
Yyouholdin your hands ts contro bors when ing] 


Josh: How did you know twas getting married? 
Leanne: Atte bird told me. [said nen somcone has told yous secret but you donot want to say whe) 


-Assaon asthe meeting was over, well made a beeline for the food. We were so hungry! [ent 
‘ict and ect) 


{always have butterflies in my stomach just before an exam. fel very serous} 
{made a real pig of myself ast night, so I'm not going to eat any lunch today. ate too much) 


‘have so much work to do these days I'm just chasing my tal tying to catch up. Idoing lo. butts 
ailpoinless/ wenout eect) 


Engh ioe oe armen 


ara. 
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37.4 


Exercises | 


Which idiom can be used te describe... 
1... person Who has hidden or uneaperted sil or talents that no-one knows about? 
2 aperson who loves parties? 
3 a person who isthe subject ofan experiment or tial of something new? 
4a person who snot very fiendly? 
Here are some facts about animals, which idioms are based on them? 
41 When you ride horse, thas bitin’ mouth, whichis 2 metal bar that helps you control 
the horse. 
2 Abee can fy na straight ine back i a place where it found food, 
3 Wolves usually hunt together in a group or pack. 
4 _Dogs will often bark more out of fear than out of gression. 
5 Catsand dogs offen run round in ices thinking their tals running away fom them. 
6 Pigshave a reputation fr eating alot of food very quickly. 
Use the idioms from exercise 3.2 to repeat or sum up what the first speaker says. 
1 Jack Harry never seams to want to go out with other people. 
luce Njhesabtof—— 
2 Liam: Are you busy these days? 
= Busy! t's ridiculous! try to keep up with things, but im just 


‘Dan isin the boss's ofce again today. That's the third time this week he's gone to 
{complain about the computer 

Yes, hewon't give up. He's realy got 

You seemed to be enjoying your lunch today 
Yes fees full not 

Philip scared everyone yesterday. He looked really angry. 
(Oh, don't worry about hen. His 
‘Look at Charest He's already talking toa gorgeous gi over therel 

‘Onyeah, healways forthe prettiest gi in 
the rom. 

‘Complete each ofthese idioms. 

1 Big Joe is quite harmiess really, although he looks tough. He wouldnt 


2 | already now about Kate getting divorced. A______________toldme. 


3 hate making a speech toa big audience | aways get inmy 

4 Ie5a.very unusual school The puplisare free tadojustwhat 
they the. 

55 really got the trvel__ ater went on a trekking holiday to Nepal. can't wait to 
go away again. 

6 Idlovetobea____onthe__when Wicktells the boss he's resigning, 


Engst ions nse need * 


38 animals 2: desc ing situation 


TY 20 sors 


In the ‘situation box, nate how the ‘icause’ tells you whether the idiom is normally use with 
things (something), people (you) or with an impersonal construction sucha there 


[ifsomething | gues tothe dogs it oes trom a good stuaton/eondition oa badone 


you | letthecatout ofthe Bag ] you acisetally el people a secret something 
| you shoud orl them 
ifyeo ‘tthe cat amang he pignons | you eae css ora problematic situation 


is very Ue eam or spce somewhere 


Tiere | not enough room to swing wat | 


‘The country has gone to the dogs since the new government t00k over. 
‘We did't tll anyone the news, but she let the cat out of the bag and now everyone knows 
Kim's report really pu the cat among the pigeons. Now everyone's ina state of crisis. 

“There's not enough room to swing a eatin our fat, so| don't think a party Is a good ides. 


Other animal-related expressions 
In these dialogues, the second speaker uses an idiom to repeat and sum up the situation described 
tyne aaa 


‘Ryan: Everyone i 4 sifsh. Thay wou sol thir own mothers fo get wha ey want and they 
don car Row much ober prope ster 


‘Tania: Yes trolly the law of the Jungle fs very deprsing, 


Becky: Wo shouldnt even Bink of discussing the ving system fr the commiten I very 
complcated ad fain mary respects, and coud aie huge prob, 


Ricky: gree, fea ral can of worms, tink we shoul avoid dscussing It 


es: youask me, i's wast of te complaining to Robert. He dows take any nlc, no 
‘mater how cts you 80 # ot mo mat Pow angry YOu Ge. 


Harry: Yes, fate water off a duck's back. 


award: Wore al overworked anti pane We vying to solve fo many problems, and ending 


prot achewng anything! 

Nancy: Yos,| agree. Wete aust eunning round ike headless chickens 

Note aso: These ore antennoe or feelers 
{don't use snail mal these days. E-mails easier. [the post atten Aq 


‘sid humorously when contrasting wth ma 
| don't know f anyone would really want ajob Uke this one, but 

We could put out feelers and see f anyone is interested make - 
Informal enquires tal to peuple uneticaly 


When recording idioms in your vocabulary notebook, make notes of typical situations in which 
they can be used, For example: go tothe dogs typical situation: a restaurant that was very good 


0 Engin omsin Ue 


Match each of the idioms from exercise 3.2 with one ofthese sentences. 
2) What she said has aised some horrible prablems which we all prefer to forget. 

b) Oh dear! Thats realy going to cause huge problems and upset absolutely evendbody! 
€} You can insult him and be relly aul to him, but be just never seems fo care of even notice, 


‘Answer these questions. | 
1 you tell someone a secret, what do you let the cat out of? 


2 What can you put out in order to test whether people ar interested in an idea? | 
3 What kind of law do wild animate obey? 


Use a dictionary te find the missing words in these animal idioms # you do not know them. If 
‘you think you know the idioms, write your answers and then check them ina dictionary. Make 
‘anote ofthe meaning of the idioms in your vocabulary notebook. 

1 take the bull bythe 

2 ‘il two bieds with one 


3 atasnal's 
44 ikea bear witha sore 
5a ‘s breakfast. 


Use the five idioms from exercise 3.5 to rewrite the underlined parts ofthis paragra 


| was trying tofnih my essay for my English clas by the end ofthe week, but itll seemed to 
bbe going very slowly and |was not very motivated. So decided to face the situation and act. 

1 stayed up until after midnight every ay forfour days and worked on my essay. was 
‘Gre inthe mornings, and went round feeling vey had tempered and imitabe all day, but, in 
the end {managed to do two useful things in one go: finished the essay and| read number of 
important books' should have read weeks ago. My last essay was abit of ames, but'm hoping. 
thiscone wil get a better grade. 


“Think of two animals which have idioms connected with them in your language, Then use a dictionary 
to se there are any sions connected with hese animatsin English 


Engh soe ww tte 2 


39 Weapons and war 


HHI) ioms based on guns and knives 


bite the butet [ face tit stuation anc act decisively donot vai 

jump the gun do semething ine 300, before you sould doit 

stick te your guns eee the people change your mind/deaspincines 

look daggers atsomeone | lookst them ina very angry or hate way | 
_putthe knife in [ eetbecatey door ay someting reat hurl to someone 

[iat the ite [ coersay something which makes a baihurtul situation even Won 


HEE) | dioms connected with firing/shooting 


In these cialogues, the second speaker uses an idiom to repeat part ofthe question. 
Henry: Have you tiered snowboarsng? 
Oscar: No, ut thet have a shot at tone day. 
Hannah: Now that youre the Head of Department, do you find people aways blame you 
immectey for any problems that arise? 
‘Grace: Oh yes, min the fring fine 3h ime. 


Mick: Sole Peter South who makas a he important decisions and has al the power? 
Rita: Oh yes, Peter Smth calls the shots these Says 


Ly: must have been awl for you bing nthe mide of such a emble argument between 
Rov and Barbora? 


‘Abbie: Yes, Iwas reaiy caught the crossfire: found ivory sic 


‘Aaron: So you think we should wat nd nak forthe cs yr? 


Beth: Yes, ink we should old ire ie tire is more cata 


War and fighting in general 

The village peopie ate up in arms over the plan tn build a motorway very near their homes. [aary 
and protsuing ou] 

Oliver's his own worst enemy when itcomes to geting promotion at work He's ust so negative 
‘about everything, [ns own atttderbehaiou wil prevent him from reaching ms gol) 


| think you're fighting a losing battle trying ta get 2 pay rise. The boss never istens to anyone, 
[tying to achieve something that you wil probably fallin achieve 

| wouldnt give upthisjob til you're abso sure you've got the new one'f were you You don't want 
to burn your bridges. (do smothing that makes mporsBie to gotackto stuaton you ween before) 


Joe can be very boring somtimes. He always Seems to have an axe to grind, haves strong view or 
‘pinion and wart to peruade everyone he i corect orally used tical] 


‘When it comes tothe crunch, won’ let you down. [uhen a stuaton becomes serous or dificu 
think we've found a chink i his armour. (2 weak pin tht we con explo / take advantage of] 


39.1 


39.2 


39.3 


Exercises 
complete each of these idioms. 
‘She waslooking __st mest ight. wonder what ve done tupset her? 


Her last remark was so hurtful, especially as | was already upset. think she was just trying 
to__the__ even further. 
‘really think you should the bullet, and go and speak to him. 


3 
4 She — ther ‘and didn't sign the contract. So they've changed It. 

5 You're ____ the gun. Wait ill we know whose faultit was before you compial 

6 Freddy relly puts the. in sometimes, Hes capable of saying such crue things 


‘what could you say? Using idioms from the page opposite tell someone . 
1. who is tying to persuade the teacher to tel you the exam questions before the exam takes 
‘lace that they will not succeed. 

2 that fa real crisis occurs, you wil be thereto support them. 

13 —thatyou yourself are the main prablem when it comes to trying to save money. 

“4 tha they wil be the one to face all the criticisms and complaints in their new jo. 
'5 that you'd lke to try bungee-jumping one day if you ever get the chance. 
6 that they should wait before they send 2 very angry letter they've written, 


Horoscopes often use idioms. Read these horoscopes and then say or write exactly what you 
‘would tell friend with that birth-sign about their future, without using the idioms. 


3) make an important point 1) test the situation before acting 
©) do or say something very damaging 

3 you burn your bridges, you 
23) make t impossible to return toa former situation  b) get extremely angry and violent 
{destroy good friendship 

4 lfyouhavean axe to grind, you have. 
2) a serious quarrel with someone) a desire to hurt someone 
€} strong opinion and you want to persuade people you're right 


Appetite 


Ifsomething makes your mouth water, jt makes you want toestit: 


(One look at those cakes makes my mouth water. 
Ifyou say that someone has a sweet tooth, you mean that they particulary Ike sweet things, 
“The word appetie can be used to refer toa desire for fod or for something other than foo. nthe 
same way, whet your appetite can be used to mean awaken a desire: 

Cinemas use trallers to whet viewers’ appetites and make them want to see the whole im, 


‘Sweet and sour 
‘Sweet things are generally considered tobe particularly pleasant and luxurious. The icing on the 
‘ake, for example, refers not only to the sugar coating on a cake but asa to something that makes a 
‘90d situation even better 

‘Thistrophy is the ling on the cake for Ev, wh has had a great year asa tennis player 

“The expression you can’t have your cake and eat it or you want to have your cake and eat tis 
‘used to refer to the fact that two good things ae impossible todo or have atthe same time: 

He wants to have his cake and eat It he wants 2 well-paid secure job, but he doesa't want to have 
‘to work evenings or weekends. 


“Sour and bitter generally have unpleasant associations in floms. If an experience leaves a sour 
‘taste in your mouth, you have an unpleasant memory aff you do something ta the bitter end, 
_you see through tothe end eventhough it takes along time and is dificult 


Specific foods 
Youtnave egg on ourfoe your 
San oust wot 

eine denigrate | bear nema T Some pope see onc payments 

‘ing since ced Sethe bes thing since seed ren, ie 

| rent coos we non vary 

| beyourtreadand | beanacvtyorjbyoudotoee | Tadingishisbread and butter 

(beter themocey you eed though esas wis mes 

[eer _— ala cu wrk bog 

In the supermarket 


you say something or someone is flavour af the month t means that that thing or person is very 
popular. This sa reference to supermarkets’ practice of putting a particular favour of something ~ 
“Strawbery icecream, for example ~on special offer fora month: 
Flavour-of-the-manth actress, Becci Car, stars in tonight's TV drama, 

The phrase he past or pass your sell-by date is ote used humorously to refer toa person ar thing 
that snot wanted or used any mare because they are too old. It refers to the way supermarket food 
iemarked with a selby date afer which the product must be removed trom the shelves before it 
goes bad: 

[thine she's passed her sell-by date 2s an ctress 


Erato 


Exercises 


40.1 What might Jo say in each situation? Match the remarks in the box withthe situations. 


You canithaveyourcakeandeatit. _ Hehad egg on his face! 
‘was left with 2 sour taste im my mouth! W's the best thing since sliced bread! 
provides the bread and butte. 


1 Jo'shusband ask her what she thinks of some exiting new computer software she's sing 
2 Jo.asksher brother how he likes his new, rather boring jb. 
3 Jo's husband asks her how she felt after a meeting at work where people sid some very 
linpleasant things to each othes. 
44 Jotals her husband about ner boss whom she doesnt ike who made a mistake in some base 
Figures at a meeting where all the main company managers were present. 
'5Jo'sson eis er that he's gong to spend his (not very lage) savings on an expensive new guitar 
aswell as going on ap ts Australia. 
40.2 circle the correct word to complete each sentence. 
1 Although it was too slow-moving for my taste, Isat through the fim tothe bitter /sour sweet end, 
2 Witching that cookery programme on TV has really satese/ ted / whet my appetite for 
trying some new recipes 
3 Allthe effort Lucia has put into training s beginning to bear food / rut /wrestabes, 
4 Although the pop group DK2 is bargain/ aynur taste ofthe month atthe moment, their 
popularity is unikely to last. 
5 Grandad was exhausted afer his long wath and ssid he had passed his sell-by daytime date 
6 Stayingin a hotel room thst Leonardo di Caprio had once used was ell the ong on the 


biscuit /eake / sugar 
7 Having such a sweet mouth /tongue /toath makes it very dificult for her to lose weight. 
'8 The wonderful smells from the kitchen ae realy making my eves, mouth | nose water. 


40.3. Match an idiom from the page opposite with each ofthese definitions. 


= 2 love chocolates and cakes “4 beinan embarrassing postion 
2 beabsoltely fantastic 5 bring about good results 
3 betoo ld tobe uselul 65 make you want something (sive two answers} 


40.4 Complete these sentences in any way you tke. 
pot hr br ante though she til 
hopes to succeed as an actress. 
always makes my mouth water 
— seems to be favour ofthe manth in the 


isthe best thing since sliced bread. 
‘wll bea rut. 


‘ook up these food ward na good dictionary: apple, cheese, jam ec Find aniiom for each of them 
and wee itinasentence. 


Engler idomein Use need ss 


‘im aly tuck in auto job (sink imaborng situation with ne hope af excitement, 
look orsomething nev (rut= deep wackor mark | orfture prospects 
trade bya vehicieon thesrace 370d) 


Thiscomputers driving me round the Bend! | makingmesngyand istated 
eeps crashing each time yt save my work 
This book right up your streetalley. es caled | perfect for your eraty whatinteress you 


How to make amillon in ayes alley= mart 
siret or lne with baiings on ether Se) 


| osn vey mide ofthe ond pinay ‘eter ick wing no Fighting has radial vie 


Road idioms that comment on situations 

{thinkthe government ion the right/wrong track these days [thinking or acing righty wrongl] 
‘es an uphill battle/fightstruggle trying to persuade Joe to get ajob, [ver iicutash] 
‘That restaurants really gone downhill ately, was good, tis et any longer 

She ives right off the beaten track, but she loves the peace and quiet. ina vryisoated pace} 
“The Conservative Party is at a crossroads, [ot » decisive momentinits histor] 

“This {have now isa complete dead end. [it has no feture/oo prospec) 


qe aa 3 
AT 


be onthe right wrong track godownhi! at acrossroods 


muphilbate/ighe/stugale off the beaten wack 


.deod end 


{use a biycle these day to gofget from A to B. ta make smpletypical journeys} 
“The new hotel has really put the village on the map. [pow everybody hasheard f the igs] 
Wel is almost midnight. We should hit the read. [tart ourjurneyhomell 

Road rage increasing in many counties. [lent incidents resutng from rae disputes] 


aa 
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Exercises 


Complete each ofthese idioms from A opposite. 

1 siines_meround the ___ 1 You can never gt simple information| 
{rom them when you phone them up. 

2 | don't have any extreme views about anything t'm quite 5 ¢ 


the i 

3 | didnt he er at all, and | hope our __ never _ 
be honest. 

4 It good idea to change your jab every few years Its very easy to get stuck — 
3 you're not careful 

5 Thisvideos__"___upyour_ tsa about how violins are made, 

Use the idioms from exercise 41.1 to rewrite the underlined parts ofthese sentences. 

1 Well ts been nice taking to you. Maybe we'llseesach ather again somewhere, 

2. That TV programme about birds s just ight for you. You should watch it. 

3 Liam is fity neutral when itcomes to environmental issues. 

'4 The photocopier makes meabsolutely crazy It always breaks down just when you need it most. 

5 | gaveup my ob and went round the word. | felt had got into a boring routing with ao prosnects 
forthe future, 

‘True or false? Tick (/) the correct box. 

1. fsomeone tives off the beaten track, they live inthe middle of city 

2 Ifa street isa dead end, you cant drive down it and out the other end. 

3 Road rageis when people get angry and violent because of problems 
and arguments while driving. 

44 fsomethingis an uphill strugge is ike the pleasant esting of 
traveling up a beautiful il 

5 fsomeane ison the wrong track, they are dialing a wrong number on a 
telephone. 

Use idioms from this unit to... 

{ell someone it's time to start a journey. 

“ell someone thatthe buss the easiest way to travel round in your area. 

tel someone not to go to the Imperial Hote asi not a good asit used to be. 
“tll someone that you thnk what they are going to dois the right course of action. 

“Tell someone that new rock musi Festal has really made your town famous. 

“tell someone that you think your country is at an important and decisive pointin ts history, 


asin, to 


“Think idioms connacted with reads, paths and tacks in you language Do any of them match the 


‘dics in this unl f they don, try ta Ein out the equivalent expression in English. Use a dictionary 
‘of idioms or anather good dictionary. 


Houses and household objects 


Home 
Homes the place where people fee! comfortable and safe. you are/feel at home somewhere, you 
ae/feet comfortable ther. if you make yourself at home, you relax and make yourself comfortable. 
Similarly, if something sas safe as houses, tis extremely safe. 

The implications of what she had said did't come home to me unl some days later <idnt 
Uundersndfaly 

Her news reports have really Brought home to me the horrors of wat. 
[rade me understand, usualy something unpleasant] 


Doors and fences 
Doors give you access to somewhere new. 

‘They don't pay me very well for the work do thereat the 
moment, but a leat ve got my foot inthe door. states 
wrhing a ow level in 2 orarisstin because you warts get2 
beter job inte sane ogarisason ter on 
Doorshave keys and handles. 

Female voters hold the key t the part's success inthe 
lection. [provide the explanation fer something you could not 
previously understand) 

Her father flew off the handle when she aid she wasnt 
ging to return to university, (reacted ina very nary way 
“informal 

‘Afence marks the boundary between two areas of and, 
Ifyou sit on the fenee, you delay making 2 decision or fll 
te choose between two alternatives Usvally the end, 
‘though, yau have come down on one side or the other 


tmetee Soe] 
TD Housenotd objects 
-Athiethe ciinglroat tis moming ono 
‘eason aol. thought eos ptoutofbed | 2 SoS inatamoodand syed inatad 
crwarnenie otters” | Sto 
eeberingtncnse | = -Srgunne neg ety 


te epaineinee 
understand why heresceas0 
ee aace 
on andgotobedats 
renonabietine 3 


“expained hesitant me ptr ao 


‘means suction in get the plture understand 
‘te stsoon ioral] and ep someane in 
the pltute Ho soneene ems! 


“copy somethingsomeane ee oes en in 


‘order ts pan an advantage that they have 
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Exercises 


‘Match the beginning of each idiom on the eft with its ending on the right. 
1 sitingon the 2 home 

2 getting your fot in the 

3 getting out of bed onthe wrong 
4 flying off the 

5 putting someone inthe 

6 feelingat 

1 burning the candle at both 


ooooo0o 


“Answer these questions. 
1s decisive person likly tot on the fence or come down on onesie or the other? 
2 fa student takes a holiday jb ina big company in order to get afoot in the door, what does that 


44 Are you more likely to say that something important or something trivial i brought home to you? 


5 Doyou think someone would be pleased or displeased you took aleaf out oftheir book? 
6 Ifyou keep someone in the picture, are you being honest them or not? 
7 How do you feel fyou get out of bed on the wrong side? 
{someone bits the roof, what sort of mood are they in? 
i Dial & 
‘Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 

1 fewil take some time before the impact ofthe new legislation fully ft by the person In 
thestreet. 


‘Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 
‘Sophie wil mak herself il she goes on allowing hersef ote seen 


3 
i 
i 
H 
A 
a 


The government can’ postpone making a decision fr eve. 
Rob gets ely angry at the slightest provocation these dys. (Give two answers 
ifyou want to get it, why dont you do as Rate has done and jin gyn? 


Write sentences using six of the idioms from this unit about your own life or experiences. 


Inermecane oo 


Inthis une we look at idioms connected withthe earth, the planets and the air, and other 
basic elements. 


The air 
‘The air (or sky} soften seen as something associsted with felings nd emations, ors in ome way 
connected with unknown a future events. Look at these newspaper clips. 


* everyone could feat 
= something new /moreexcting 

> undecided 

“completly unerpectey 

(the blue = they) 

= ate Sa feeings between people 
issppeer 


The earth, planets, ground 
Idioms about the earth chen refer tothe ground beneath our fet and to being practicairealistic. 


someones a dawn-t-earth perc | thea very practical 

Youcome (bck down tosarhwithabang | smeting bingy sir bck ort 

ane or pln projet ete ut [etttien | 
ee Oe 
[vouneoverthemeonabostsoneting | jouse etree P07 | 
seething eck bot [iis ast as can pons ele 

ou fin out how the a er [pees ow he sation nly gina 

| spesor supperert™ [iy belong tower hgh socal das 

“The cratinthe lpr ofthe ert der rect nes er hates 

Note alo: 


Hfyou aren the dark or someone keeps you in the dark, you are not told important things that 
‘other people know. 


Ityou aren your element, you are happy/relaced in the situation because you are good atthe 
thingsit involves. 


If you are out of your element, you fee! unhappyluncomfortable because you are not good atthe 
‘tasks involved, element here refers tothe four basic natural elements: eath, water, fie and at) 


Ergin iors 


rent 


43. 


43.5 


Exercises 


‘Complete each ofthese idioms, 
1 Thenews_outofthe blue. No one was expecting it, 

2 Whata crazy idea! | think she's living _____ another plane. 

3 The price of computers has ___rock bottom this year. 

4 think we should —— ‘out how the land lies before we decide. 

'5 Theyve mein thedark about their future plans. wish they tell me. 

Match each question on the lft with the most likely response on the right. 

Is Anna Conda rely a princess? [> Yes iebiethe dust, 

guess he wasdelighted withthenews? —[]__b Yes,hewas nis element. 

So your new project failed ar al? [1 & Nahe very down-to-earth 

Did yourlongtalkwith Davidhelp ata? §—[]_—d._Idon'tknow, but she's very upper-crust, 
Did your dad enjoy his golfingholiday? §—] Yes, hewasover the moon, 
IsJackaveryromantcrypeafperon? =] Well, itdid helptoclearthe ara bit, 


“4 Things are vecy undecided at the moment. let you know when a decision is made. 

‘Answer these questions. 

1 Think of one person you know who Is down-to-earth and another person you know who isjust 
living on anather planet. In what ways are they so? 

2 When was the last time you felt over the moon, and why? 

'3 Think ofan occasion when someone you hadn't seen for very long time suddenly appeared out 
ofthe bive 

4 Think tone situation where you could personally say ‘min my element here! 

‘The underlined idioms below are not inthis unit. Try to work out the meaning ofthe idioms 


from context. if you can't, then check their meaning in a good general dictionary or ina 
dictionary of idioms. 


1 twas shaking ke 2 leaf as waite to hear ft had passed the exam. 

2 slant hea log lastnight. was so quiet and the bed was very comfortable. 

3 hate making big decisions. | usually prefer to just gowith the low. 

4 tgoes against the grain for him ever to say he was wrong It isnot in his character to admit that 
he has made a mistake 


Look up su, str) maon, cis), 5e0 and mountains na good dkcuonary oF dictionary of aioms. 
What idioms da you ed? Write the idioms in sentences which Mlusrate thei meaning. 


eemedite o 


Boats and sailing 


‘bush the Boat out spend.sltof money. usualy | Sil was happy pushthe boat out 
Dbecauseyeuareceletraing | forhis daughters wedding 
‘rock the boat ‘do orsay something thatcauses | Party members were told fmly nat to 


[robe ssa when youtry | rckthe boat by publicly citcing the 
Tochangea station that other | government jst before the election. 


eaple donot want t change 

isthe boat ‘eto ate to get something you | Can sil get tickets forthe concer 
wont ‘rave | aveady missed the boat? 

‘bur your Boatsibidges | do sorwthing tat makes it ‘Dont sell your hows to rance your 


limpeasbleforyout go back to | business that would be burning your 
hesitation youwereinbeore | boats 


belnthesamebost | beinthesame, ually dict, | Itsapityyoucn'tuse a dictionary n 
situation your exam, but at east everyones in 
| {he same boat. 


seer clear of ‘ved someone orsomething | try to ster lar of Emma were 

because itladangeresforyou | you she trouble 

tall close tothe wind | tae ia that cous caure ‘Youre salting ait set the wind 

problems or danger (usualy used | by speaking othe boss ke that! 
Inthe continsoot) 

‘be plain ating bewryeny ‘was abit apprehensive about ding 
so mochin atone day, but twas al 
pin saling 

beinthe doldrums | (fs busine) be ot very ‘is busines hasbeen nthe doldrums 

IGoldrums'saresofsea | succssut ft a person fel sad | for several years now, 

with n win) snd witht energy 

Putitcn your earin | join dacusion when the other | hope John has the sense motto | 

(oars tongpece of wood | parecpants dont want yout | stick hisoarin at tomorrow's meeting 


ed tor rowing stow) | Joforma 


how semacoethe | ewscncnehonie day | Mayor tnd aor Siew | 
‘ope esc Show out ope 
Seanervouswreck | bererayand scaly | Fmanerour wha 3 ith 
(wecksbotbursbeen | eau ose tebe se 
destoyedses byhiting 
wea 
clear the deh ech= | ered raion ‘weber des ore 
Aopen ren ost ‘eater 

[beta atsee ico [matte wht compe 


2 englan orso Uee setae 
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Exercises 


1 you miss the Boat, have you lost a means of transport of an opportunity? 
2 fyou say that a projact was plain sling re you happy with how it went or nat? 

3 Ifyou bum your boats, are you taking afisk ornot? 

4 Ifa riend is inthe doldrums, would you try ta calm them down or cheer them up? 

'5 Are you more likely to bea nervous wreck if you're bored or if you're overworked? 

6 fyouareall at seain anew ob, do you need someone to show you the ropes orto stick 
their oat in? 

If you rock the boat, will people be pleased with you or annoyed with you? 

you show someone the ropes, are you helping them or threatening them? 

‘Complete each ofthese idioms with one word. 

“Things here are very dificult, but atleast we're allin the ___ bot. 

Itlbe hard cimbing the mountain, but should be ___sallingon the way down. 


yeryone would lke to dance, soles cear the make as much space a5 we 
‘anin the middle ofthe foo. 


Here are some more idioms based on sailing concepts. Match each idiom on the left with ts 
‘explanation on the right. (Note that tack direction taken in sailing in order to catch the wind.) 


2 change tack [L]_ & befamiar with how things are done 
2 know the ropes []_® beina weak mental ox physical condition 
2 uyadierenttick —-«]—_€:actina way thatisnatentreme 
4 Team theropes [_ ¢ headiternt couse ofaction 
5 beaquiverngwreck []_€ extto knowhow todo things 

' 


6 steeramiddtecouse —[F]__fattemptt0 do something ina dierent woy 


‘complete each sentence with an idiom from the left-hand page or from exercise 44.3. 


1 Leave things as they are i's better notte 
(Give two answers) 


2 Everything must seem strange at fit, butyousoon 

3 Finish your course before you go travelling theres no point 

4§ Parents usuallytyto tne leniency and strictness. 

'5 Sara's very miserable -doyou know whyshe'S_— 

6 Thenew boyisbound tobe feeling San iit ay at 
school - perhaps you can helo. 

17 Things are not working out let's _ (Give two answers.) 

15 Ihatejob interviews -Imatways “before them, 


45 Science, technology and machines 


Engines and cars 
Look at these conversations. The second speaker uses an idiom to agre with the fist speaker, 


‘Eva: Weil have to got ready to start work on he new system. 


Lars: Yes, wat have to get into gear, | suppose pe puting carina gear baton ing) 


‘Rob: | hate having Lia in my car. She hays ts you what youre doing wrong, or when the 
Ignis have gone re an so.on- 


Peter: Yas, she's are! back-seat driver. iit she? 


(olga: |tnnk wa've spent over the budget these ast hres months, Welt have ta be more careful, 


Mick: Yes, wall have fo put the Brakes on our spending: we've paid out some large sums, 


Hugh; Things are going well these days, arent thay? Everything's working quit and sacl, 


Ben: Yes, ings ae ekng over nce. (raloparaiaalaanoe 


wm 


Will twas qute an angry meting bt ink & as good hat people coud st ay exactly 
what ey were thinking ar get angry # Uy wanted 


" al or (asteam engine ie of seam 
Mia: Yes, think twas good that hey were able tlt off tsa Sea 


‘Theo: Do you want fe borrow my alarm ck? 
Ross: Na, I's OX. think im programmed i wake un at seven oitock. 


PHM) tectricty, phones and radio 
as Cy 


(tea coment. oars 
Song he same tin) 


et your lines wires crossed ‘here misunderstanding between yous 
‘are onthe same wavelength 2s oncone "ou view the word or thinkin the same way 


(avelengin= fed postion on sade band eg FMAM) | asthem 


‘low a fuse/gasket gasket und of salin an ensine) | eecbeguiertereronttinn ey 


‘ive someone abuse [peuphene then intra) 


Other idioms from the world of technology and machines 
‘The governments Back-pedaliing over its plans to lower taxes. [exiting to say the opposite of what 
said belore, he pushing he pedals of 3 icy Backwards) 


His comments really putithrew a spannerin the works. soit something eg plano prevented it 
| from succeeding] 


“There ace now fears of 2 financial meltdown [2 complete fre; a meltdown na nuclear reacior isa 
“suaton in which the nuclear fot Decors oo hot and mets through ts container] 


Plans fora new bridge across the ver aren the pipeline. being dscussed)prepered bu not pub at] 


. engi 


Exercises 


45.1 Advertisements often use idioms to sll products. Match each slogan with its text. 


1 Want to let off team tonight? 2 State-of-the-art digital technology in your home 


2 We're on your wavelength 4 Give us buzz for ower bills 


a 


Local Radios changing, and here at ‘By 2020, most TV channels will no 
City Radio FM we believe you'l want to longer broadcast inthe traditional 
listen to uswith our new programmes for | way. Suy anew TV set now and you 


the autumn. ‘wil be ready fr the changes. 


‘se you paying toe much for your 
Ina phone? Call urn 7903 
{Ts2 and nd out how you cam pay 


45.2 Agree with what Asays. Complete each response 
1 A: Her e-mail caused real problems for our plans, dit i 
Yes itreally. ee 
| think George i beginning to change his mind about joining our committee. 
Yes he seems to be is 
Wow! Matt really lost his temper lst night, didnt he? 


& 
8: 
2k 
& 
® 
B: Yes, he absolutely 
k 
8 
& 
8: 
x 
8 


LGosd. Things seem tobe nice and quit and working smoothly. 
‘Yes, everything seems to bejust quietly 
seems there was 2 misunderstanding between us 

Yes. (think we 

{think we should give her 2 call this evening. 

Yes, its probably a good ideato 


45.4 Rewrite each sentence with an idiom from exercise 45.3. 
1 IRtook us along time to relly start to do our work propery and efficiently 
2 Mark s one of those people who always knows the road better than the person driving 
41 There are plans fr 3 new railway, but it willbe some years before the project stats, 


45.5 Complete each sentence witha preposition or particle. 
1 were the same wavelength 
2 Everyone need to let 
3 You've really put spanner 
44 Businessis ticking —_ nicely these days. 
5 Welllhaveto put the brakes with ragard to how much we spend 


‘an idiom from the left-hand page. 


46 music and theatre 


MD ic 
memgr pr eT aryery ee 
So eee 


Mark: Did you ee the music awards last righ? That last performer had everyone in tears. 
‘Lars; Yos, saw her She realy sang her heart out. 


‘Terry: | should he pad fra the extra hours put non this ob. 
John: Stop complaining athe ime. You sound ike a broken record 


Nancy: Did you hear? Sam and Debbie ust got engaged! 
Harry: Oh, fantasti Tats music tomy ears. 


Rob: What do you tink ofthe government's an to provide free nursery schoo places for kids 
dere? 


Lucy: [tink teat struck a chord wth single parents. Paying for ciliaris real problem 
fous 


‘Mike: Didnt Luke say he was going in buy a new car? 


Chris: He was thinking about but he soon changed his tune when he realised how much i 
would cost 


Tio: Are you sl preparing your presentation? 
David: Yes, ve boon fine-tuning i loa | think t's ready now, 


George: | heard people shaving in he messing! What's gong on? 
Coli; Theyre making a song and dance about the price of cafes in he cantoen, buts only 


dove sp by 1 pare! 
HED theatre 


Sco Seeeeraeaee — 
Set the stage for further reforms happen 


Stop screaming ad shouting everyone looting tux |Denavingin sway thal tuacs ater peoples 
‘outemaking 2 spectacie of yoursll ention, usualy because you are dong 

i something stupid or sly 4 
"Th Police Cominoner hos Been the spotlight ance | been the centre of attention, Renin publ rei 
the pres ound ot sbout is unpaid atc es 
Aer 20 yor, the ewrtan has fallen on is professionals cave=] Rac ished 1 
gal carer, but peope wil remember his achiewerents 
{for years ts come. =i 
[Timnot feng very wellteday, bt Rove goio wad musicontinue whatlam dome 
| rhe show must go 00. 


46.1 


Exercises 


‘Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 
| é 3 4s) i fi 
| Ld | G 

‘complete these sentences with an idiom from A opposite. 


1 The bedroom looks abit dul; maybe we could __ with some colourful wallpaper 


2 Katy didn’t want to work at the market at first, but she soon 
‘lice there would be free food. 


13 Theldeas are good, but you may need to spend a Ute bit more time. athe deta 
4 The news thatthe government had decided to lower property taxes was. 


a when she 


Match each idiom on the left with the situation in which it could be used on the right, 


1 make songand dance about something] Whenyou approve of something, 
or are meresteinKtbecaute 


affects you 

2 sing your heart out [1b When something's fnihea. 

3 sound ikea broken record [1 © Whensomeone gets very exited or 
‘annoyed over a smallissue. 

4 strkea chord [4 Whensomeone should continue 

= despite problems, 

5 the curtain has fallen on © When someone always talks about the 
‘something. 

6 the show must g0 on [When somenne sings with alot of 


Use idioms from 8 opposite to rewrite the undertined parts of the sentences. 
1 My daughter started crying onthe bus. She realy embarrassed me and hers, 

2. ‘Ater the latest scandal, the new Prime Ministers constantly on TV and in newspapers 

2 fier her successful fm career finished, she decided t tart teaching dam at university 

4 We hope that this new timetable wil prepare everyone for» postive start tothe school year! 


Finger, thumb, hand 


Ioms connected with the hand can refer to ownership, contol, acting and exercising sills. 


Idioms based on the fingers 


In these conversation, the second speaker repeats the mesning ofthe idiom in bod, 


Maria never its 2 finger st home, 


Ross had als statescs at her fingertips. 
Yes, Iwas amazed she was able quote them immediatly. 


Im geting my exam resus orm Keep your fingers crossed fr mo! 
: Yes, wil be wishing you goodluck a day and hoping you do wel 


‘hin he's put his finger on the problem, 
Yes, Hing he's deni exact what's wrong. 


f- \eow. She never haps out She's so lazy 


He got his fingers burnt in a financial dealin 2086. 
‘Yes. hnaw: He suffered baci aed ost ot of maney at the time, 


‘Paula has realy got green fngers, hasnt she? 
Yes. everything she plans inher garden seems tn grow beauty 


[HEE | dios based on the thumb and the whole hand 


| approved up or rejected down) 


‘var of thumb, says wit down the code 


[ape ustinte 


Theboss has given me freehand t work, 


[[slions me to tahe whatever action | want to 


scan turn hishand tanyob ound the bows. 


‘ha the s/Sby to do unarliarobs without 
ly peous experience 


“Things got out of hand and the police aves. 


tout of contol 


don’ really have any Rist hand knowledge of ratre 
sonseration. 


‘dee / fom expetience 


‘That restaurant has changed hands ice 


‘een salto anew owner 


have my hand fl with tee den 


‘ver busy have alot othings odo 


‘ale t uy my hand at ute ding ove day 


[ eyittor the fst sme 


‘play gif ocasonally jst to keep my hand in 


In order otto lose my slVinowledge 


[sways ie to havea iesorary te hand when ‘alae; nearby 
Irmrmacing Ergon newspaper 
‘Give me a hand with big box wll you? [Tete mesg tocanyhittie 


| hve washed my hands ofthe whole project ait 
| caused so many problems: 


‘stopped being involved in 


Engin irs Use inter 


ana 
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ara 


Exercises 


Complete these idioms with hands), finger(s) or thumbs). 


1 Vhave my {ull tthe office these days. 'm doing two people's jobs, 

2 Vim sory, but the plans been given the ___down bythe committee. 

3 She's been gven afree __"__ ta change the entire computer system forthe 
whole company. 

4 Yes e's just lay. You're right. Youve put your___onk. 

5 Things are getting out of —___: we need someone to organise things property. 

& Asaruleof ____ you should never use the present perfect in English with words 


like yesterday or lost year, but journalists do it sometimes. 
7 Ifyou need help with your gorden, ask Liz she's got green —_ 


8 | get my exam results tomorrow. Keep your______ crossed for mel 

9 Their teenage kids never(ita—_____at home; they jst leave everything tothe 
parents. 

10 That shop has changed __ again, I's owned by someone from Hong Kong now. 


‘Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom from the left-hand page. 


| thinkit would be good if you got some direct experience of working in a poor country before 

working for an aig organisation at home. 

2 Jake has withdrawn completely from the cub committee. Me was so disgusted that he just quit, 
and never wants to see any of them agin. 

+3 That new power station on the coast is such an ugly sight! You'd think they would have bul itto 
blend in with the landscape. 

44 Have you ever had a goat water king? My sister's gota boat ifyou would ike to try. 

5 | always have tp have the cookbook aight neat to ms when Fm tying ut anew recipe, 

6 {moo busy to piay football every wesk now, but | eally should play occasionally, just to 


cep my sis alive, 
7 ‘She las out badly on the stock exchange. She Bought shares in an Intemet company that Went 
bankrupt. 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


1. Doyou think you could bring me a hand this weekend?! have to move some funiture to our 
summer cottage. 

2 Ifyou‘ the sort of person mho is prepared to make your hand to anything, you'llbe able earn 3 
{ot of money; people are always looking for wiling workers, 

3 was very pleased when they told me my project had been given the up-thumb. 

4 | decided to wash my hands with the whole idea and to have na involvement whatsoever init, 

5 Ifyou want to make a good impression at a business meeting itis 8 good ides to have al the facts 
and figures in your Fingertip. 

6 To bull @ horrible concrete bridge over such a beautiful iver is terrible. stands out like 3 
sick thumét 


Look again atthe idioms inthis unit and see you can see any farther pater of meanings for 
the diferent sets oficiams connected with hands, gers and thumb: What do Fingers do? Ave the 


‘thumb idioms diferent Make few notes in your vocabulary notebook and ste if your ideas are sil 
valid as and when you add new dhoms connected withthe keywords. 


Foot, heel, toe 


Foot 
‘Several idioms Involving the word foot refer to someone's personal situation. 


Yoana row:youhweto lan tesand | beindepndet ook ater yous 
‘on your own two fet. 


"veahed off my foots [ esremetybusyhectc 

Hestamous buthetabmayskept both feeton | remained normal and renlsie 

the ground. | 

Taccopted the a, but then got eld fet. ‘became ata doit 

‘Dorit worn: wil akeyou a whie to find your | get used to things fel you can cope 

feet its amas ihe tis in anew. 

‘Nancy and got off onthe wrong fot. ‘or reaionsip started aly 

The chilren ae always under my feet when im | inmy way, Sstbing my acts 
teyngia da the housenor 

Ve reliyseemsto have landedifallen ons | been verylucy or sucestlin aii situation 
feet He got aren job andfound fiat witin » | (The kom shased onthe nation that cats always 
tweekof arivngin the oy | tan on ther fet when they fl) 


‘She ved st horefora while bot otltchy fet. | gota desretotravel 
gain and went of taveling for aear 


‘Other idioms with foot reler more to actions. 

{relly put my foot int when | told Mario | hated talon food; he's Italian! [accidentally siti 
something very embarassing! 

{think you should put yeur foot down and say no. [assert your authority or independence} 

He followed in his fathers Footsteps and became doctor [tok the same course of action as 
somebody es) 

Heel and toe 

‘These two idioms with hee refer to preventing or slowing down movement. 

| dont think Sara wants ta join us; she's dragging her heels ait. (elberaely being iow] 
“They're digging their heels in and refusing to compromise resing to change thei postion] 
“The boss alyays keeps us on our toes, [nee us busy makes us ge ourfullenergy to our work] 


‘Whenever you find idloms that saem ta have something n common i their meaning (as wth the 


‘we hee icloms or the fot icoms elerig to stations}, group ther together on one pagein 
‘yur vocabulary netebock. Add any new idioms that have similar meanings 2s you meet ther 


lah Som ne tee 


Exercises 


48.1 Match each idiom on the left with its definition on the right. 

4 haveltchy feet Bevery busy 
2 find your fet ‘Startoffin abad way 
3 beunder someone's feet ‘ee familar with something 
4 landfall on your feet De restless / want to travel 
5. getotfon the wrong foot reget a decison 
5 
7 
8 
9 


be rushed ff your feet remain connected tothe real world 
etal feet i beconstantiyin the way 

‘stand on your own wo feet by be lucky/successul 

heep both feet on the round 


ooo0000000 


beindependent 


48.2 _ Write sentences which relate to your life with any five ofthe idiomsin exercise 48.1. 
mAMPLe apple fora place bn Ameri wn and was aed ad thon gt ld fed 
48.3. Rewrite these sentences with five of the idioms from exercise 48.1. 
1 {531d} would join Tom on the protest march, but then regretted It and didn't go a all 
2 She was very busy inthe shop last month, but she's pleased thatthe businessis doing well 
3 He have to learn to make his own decisions now that he's at college and net living at home 
any more 
4 Rosie and| started off rather badly when she first joined the company, but now we're working, 
‘very well together. 
5 feeling restless these days. love to go off on a backpacking holiday somewhere. 


48.4. Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 


te ha | 

48.5 True or false? Tick (/) the correct box. True 
1 if you drag your hets, you deliberately act slowly or delay something. 
2 you put your foot down you tell someone very firmly to actin 
particular way o 
{5 IFsomeone heeps you on your toes, they keep you very exited. a 
4 Ifyou followin someone's footsteps, they are your boss and you 
are below ther. = a 


'5 you dig your heels in, you are very determined nat to be persuaded 
todo something you don't want to do, a a 


‘Use a good dictionary t nd the meanings of these dloms you do nat already know the. 
foot the itt 

twetheline 

ara/hot on the heel of 


Bones, shoulder, arm, leg 


Idioms and meaning associations 

‘Sometimes groups of iioms have some aspect of meaning in common. For example, our bones 
ae inside our body, they have fesh/meat on them and they form our skeleton, Note how some 
basic associations of the word bone(} play apart inthis meaning of these idioms. 


Thaveabonetpiwithyws. | Youhavedenesoneting | Arial sho ones 
| Sactarsmoedioeond | when they ett pre 
|wemetcene | 

Taos ping geitath tcnteel | haw afecingSepinage | Boner ae dap nde 

‘tiny boven | rere # 

Nowbettowsetba money weraaed | Pepa arngand | Arima ovr bono, 

Ritesmesteerefemtention | Grenson 


Letctryand getto the bare Bones of | theheart/themesttasc | The bones ar our selon our 
the prebien aepeceofthe problem | basic. 


Shoulder and arm 

Main association: Shoulders support or cary things. 

‘Shehasa chip on her shoulder sbout the fact that she was not promoted in her job years ago. 
[blames other prope for something negate thathar happened toher and goes on caring her feelings 
forever] 

‘eth, can talk to you? I'm having sowie time and | need a shoulder to ery on. sympathy or 
‘suppor intime of rouble) 

‘You are not alone in your fight against the authortes. We wil stand shoulder to shoulder with 
yOu. (spp0rt youn if te! 

I didn’t have much success tying to get to know that good-looking guy atthe party. He gave me 
the cold shoulder. [reacted tome nan unendy or cols way lr na bious 23504) 

Main association: Arms hold and/or control things. 

| didn’t really want todo the job, but he twisted my arm an | said yes. [persuaded metodo 
Something dirt really want odo} 

I dont really want to talk to her ve been tying to keep/bold her at arm's length, [he<p 3 
‘stance between mystfand ber} 

Leg 

{haven't really won the lottery. was only palling your lg. [okng trying to fol you} 

Hell find It ficult to convince the police that he's innocent. He hasn't (got) a leg to stand on 
‘really, has nothing ta suppor hiscisimor poston] 


‘There a ten units in this book that deal with Kdioms connected withthe body. Try t build a 


picture in your mind ofa human body as you work through the units and remember wich parts 
Df the body are most strongly associated with dims, eg the hand. 


nal orn Use terme 


2 want to talk to you about something very annoying that you have done, 
2. This book wil give you the most basc information, butt Soesn' go into great deta. 
3 | don’t think we should allow the cost to become a matter that we argue about. 
44 Theres going to be trouble at work. can really sense iti a subconscious way. 
choose the correct answer 
1 Charlotte has a chip on her shoulder because she never got chance to goto university 
23) She is disadvantage in trying to ind job. 
') She hasan ambition she has not yet fulfilled 
She caries a negative feeling about throughout her lie. 
2 Danis puling Helen's leg 
3} Hels annoying her. ) Hes trying to fool her about something 
} Helsattacking her 
3 Louise needs a shoulder to cry on. 
2) Sheneeds tocry publicly.) She needs a rend ta lsten to her troubles 
€). She needs something to cry about. 
4 tas trying to twist Sara's arm because she wants to borrow Sara's car, 
2) Rita is trying to persuade Sara eventhough Sara doest want todo 
) fata is eying to blackmail Sara to doit. 
ita is tying to pay Sara tolend her car 
5 Laura gave Mark the cold shoulder when he asked hero go with him tothe school party 
42) She put her head on Mark's shoulder in a romantic way. 
'b) She rubbed her shoulder against Mark's asa way of saying yes. 
She behaved ina rather distant way and sad no 
6 Clare said she would stand shoulder to shoulder with irene. 
2) She promised to fight irene with alt her strength 
1b) She promised to stand next to irene in  quede for something. 
1) She promised to support irene in a dificult situation. 


Write a sentence ora couple of sentences foreach ofthese idioms to show their meaning. 
hold/keep someone atarm'slength _nathavealegtostand on 

Here are two more idioms using arm which are not on the page opposite. Using a dictionary 
ifrnecessary, complete each idiom. 


1 The tickets forthe festival costus an armanda——__ 
most expensive |have ever bought 

2 think h_——__my.amand apply forthat jb. know t'm nota all 
‘qualified, but 've got nothing to lose by applying. 


=o fora Une insemeioe 


they were the 


Emotions 
Head is used in 2 number idioms that relate to emotions and staying calm and in control 


seep yourhead 


‘be banging o hitting your head 
Keep cal especialy ina fult cecrionsy ation abate 
‘eens {asksomeone to do something 
lose your head hich they won't o) 

[pari or tose contrl] bring something toa head / 
{augh/scream/shout your head off something comes toa head 
luphysrearysbou ery much and [se pleasant tution so bad 
erful toa] thacithasto be deat with] 


you can keep your head when ail around ae losing theirs, you'l be 2 man, my son. (itn 
by 18th century poet Kiting) 

“They were shouting their heads off until lat a night and just couldn't fal asleep, 

Trying to get the boys to thy their bedroom s ust Banging your head against a brick wall, 
Andy and Jil had been upset with eachother for some time, but things eventually came to 8 
head last night when they hada terrible row, 


Thought 


Sometimes head is use in idioms to mean the place where ideas 0 thoughts are produced. 


Dutideasintosomeone’shead | maiesomeoewanttods | Louisa was abays quite happy 
ematung toy had not wanted | inthevilage unt Rex artes 
todo beloreosealy something | puting Wea ito he head 
supid) | 

‘get your head (around ‘ane ally aceptor ‘jt cant pty bead around 

{avoly eam get ey) bead | understand someting (iicemal) | whacs happened I's been 

{alround) | Seen a sose 

| ottthe tp of yourhead ‘without thinking abot fr ver) | Ofthe tp of my head 
Uengor looking at something that | cult tl you where they 
Iisebeonrittensboct it | We, but ena soon find out. 


> eal wth cific stuation when he has too much work and not encugh time, or when he has ast 
rough money inorder tof or keeps business ing an image rom Swimming) 
‘speaks to them a0grty 

Sy ae ities powsble order to avo arguments 


engl ie 


50.2 


50.3 


‘What do these undertined idioms mean? 

1 cant get my head around how much she's changed since she met Joel 

2 Maria wil never tur heads i the way that her oer sister does, 

2 You'l augh sour head off when you see Bil wearing 2 dinner jacket. 

4 Mike hadn't had time to prepare a speech, But he spoke very wel ofthe top of ls head. 
5 fl were you, il keep my head down unl the stuation improves. 
6 
t 
8 


‘Sam wants to use your saw to build» treehouse you'd better knock that idea on the head. 
My boss snapped my head off just because | asked for an extra day oft 

‘twas the fst ime that Joanna had talked about wanting to work abroad and her father 

blamed her new boyfiend for puting ideas into her ead. | 


Complete each sentence with an idiom from the box. Make any other necessary changes. 


‘bangyourhead aginstabrickwall ringthingsioahead cometoaheed beep yourhead 
loseyourhead scream yourhead olf snapsomeone'shead off 


4 Amy __when she saw arat under the table. 

2 When the plat announced thatthe plane was having engine problems, all the passengers 
bbehaved calmly and no one —_ 

13m trying to gt him to give up smoking, buth 

4 You'l easily pass your driving test s long as you i) 

5 

6 


Iwi he wouldnt — _____ when 1 ask him about his work. 
Jack and Lucy have not been getting on well for some time now, but Jack's rudeness to her f 
lastnight —— and they had 2 biasing row. . 

7 Thedisagreement overpay —____ ata meeting yesterday. 


ih dons ote prs mae ou at 
Annee hr oats: | 
1 Yo yen ya ad iy ey oi 

1 Irie Saeco pean ese ce erhat \ 
3 Wesel ype ot 

2 WiiSapewenictocteinastnat 


'5 Can you think of someone who has been criticise for putting ideas into people's heads? 
15 Would a business be pleased fit were keeping its head above water! Why natl? 


£0338 hom nse terion: 10s 


51 Face, hair, neck, chest 
MEY 3 


(ur face presents the image we show people and thats reflected in mas ofthe idioms with foc, 


| makeputtatace | show tatyouso not lesometing | Emma pulled fae when she hee! that 
| bymatingnunlesonteroresion | im ws coming ta the pry | 


[ not nh or change your expression | was alt could dow keep a straight face 


Ee Pa 
(ae ae 
Senciensc | eee 

| happy 


‘accept something a itlooks without | | decided to tae is words at face valve 
| tainting about wneter might in | although my brother tld me was being 


| fact note quite wat appears | nave 
[ scronting othe appearance of | On the face fits generous ofr. But 
| Semetning | ee there ight bea trick nit 

(ace oface | withanother personin ther ‘ou shoud ely dics thi with er ace 
‘resence rather than say, by phone | to ce 
orleter 


Hair 
oir in idioms ken has associations with being calm and in control 

Ifyou say to someone Keep your hair ont informal) you mean Calm down! 

‘Her boyfriend has disappeared again. She's tearing/puling her hair out! sting very annous 
(usualy used wth continuou ver formal 

My boss did turm a hale when t handed in my notice. showed no reaton a al 


Neck and chest 


"aun ina very angry wy “really annoying 
ll the uth about wat naa done so at "old hem what he was fein uly about 
hed mateo guilty any more Sorcinghim ten toe opimons 

® paying clos attention what he doing a "ignoring him in a delerate way 


!nsnnying or testing way 
‘Note how idioms with throat a neck oten describe someone behaving in a way thatthe speaker 
Tinds aggressive or intrusive. Note also how the idea of 2 guilty secret being weight on your 
chest i related n two idioms - make a clean breast of anc get it off your chest. 


105 Engin ise Use mnemine 


sLl 


512 


51.3 


514 


Exercises 


Complete each idiom with 2 word from the bex. Use some ofthe words more than once. 


chest face hak neck shoulder thon) |] 


| tment been enjoying my jo recent. Onthe__ oft 2 good ob, 
but my calles dont pe on wit ach ater: They ar ether a each others 
7 or giving each other the cold and | don't 
know which is worse. My boss always breathing down my, "and 
ramming his reactionary views down my" nd hiva verb pin inthe 
cae thadto get my feings ony and today, decided 


to unburden myst this seeetary. Suddenly, reed that my boss was tandng behind 


‘me. "You should have toldmethis___"tp_____®hesaidand, 
without winga_—__™, he added "You're fred" was so angry that! pulled a 
—_____—_# stim and stormed out af the office. 


‘Match the beginning ofeach sentence on the left with its ending on the right. 

1 Youtry to keep a straight face 12 when you get very upset about something. 
2 Youputa brave face on something, 'b when you admit to doing something wrong, 
3 You are puling your hair out «© when you accep it in a straightforward way 
4 Youmake a clean breast of something 4 when you are showing your ange 

5 Youmay make face © when you want to contrel your laughter 

6 You take somethingat face value when you deliberately ignore them. 

1 You may be told to keep your hairon when you ae nat pleased about comething. 
8 You give someone the cold shoulder fh when you try to hide your disappointment. 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 
1 Rose's father didnt pulls hair when she told him she was going to et married, 
2 | wish my boss would lt me get on with my work instead of breathing down the neck. 
3 Yeu should tall him directly how you fel rather than just ving him the cold shoulders, 
4 ‘Nina is very worried about her husband's illness, but she's putting her brave face ont. 
5 Keep yourhairupt 

6 you take what they say with face value, you'll soon get disappointed. 

7 Having to do homework is such an ache nthe neck! 

8 have to tell you a terile secret go mad f| dont gett on my chest soon 


Se © an 


2 dons nse emer 107 


‘The eyes ae the basis of large number of ioms. Note the idioms and their meanings in these 
Paragraphs. 


t 
how the boss will react to them if they 
ook untidy. 


‘Working in ach a poor county opened my 
ge a ow wus the wold i Ir wa indeed 


‘real e-opener”. 
* couldn't eee what was swing observe caeilly 
2 could’ stop looking ater extremely shor Hie 
2 gether atanton; make her lok at me Seartrescatal 
‘ep your atertion 0 M made me look 
ignore benviour nich you know wrong "de me understand forthe rst time 
* ace fal the problems there could be Jr eventor ston that |unespectedl lent 
* agyee with each etber someting rom 


* rurprina/shocers people 
"nave a quick look st 

pegnning to break down and go wg. probably 
because sl tbl means to close and open 
youreyes ery ick 


gl oo in se neta 


52.4 


52.2 


52.4 


Exercises 


Write a suitable response to each ofthese remarks with an idiom. Use the keyword 

Inbrackets. 

1 Ac Ot Were doing 58 and the speed limits 50. There's police car there! 
a Gain) 

2 


Yesi’sbeen ora while now. (BLINK) 
Was ic an interesting experience warking for Social Services? 

Yes, learnt alot of things twas 3 real. 

Did she react in any way when you told her the awl news? 
No she diet —__(ear) 

Circle the correct word to complete each sentence. 

1 Ifyou want to be 3 professional athlete, you have to go into it with your eye eves open 

2 Will you cast your eye /eyes over this report? Ihave to hand it in tomorrow. 

3 kis so crazy about Amina. Look at him! Me can't keep his eye / eyes off het 

4 ‘The events of lastnight realy opened my eye /eyes to just how arrogant he really 

5 | couldnt believe my eye /eves when | saw what a mess they had made ofthe room, 

Rewrite the undertined part of each sentence with an eye igiom. 

1 An accident can happen so quichly you can't stonit. 

2 Hisbehaviour atthe meeting surprised.a few people 

3 You should take into consideration your chances of promotion when taking up anew job. 

‘4 Avery strange sight forced me ta lagk 2s was driving along the motorway yesterday, 

Here are some random examples from a computer database containing lines from reat 
‘conversations. The figures in diamond brackets, e.g. <s1>, <s2>, mean irs speaker, ‘second 
“speaker etc. How many of the examples use eye as an idiom, and how many use the word 
‘yen its Uteral sense asthe organ we see with’? Use» dictionary Winecessary, 


(OPEN) 


BeRRerererer 


1 __geintotownand geterm an eye test <s1> Mm. <i2> in town. 
2 youerkeep an eye out for tramps, do you then? 
3 Iinyourmind’s eye how are you goingtodo that? | 
4 -<s1> Soll keep general eye oni. And er 33> Yeah 
5 <i> Theressomethingin my eye. There's that thing foating 
6 ificule to put that ta your eye. You alsa have tohave one eye 
7. good offer? <> Yeah it caught my eye-<sl> Yeah its 
a Fmcastng my eye over this form and | think 

9 this year <o#> Justheep an eye out fort. <> Yeah. 

10 <> Youll have to keep an eye on her <at> Yeah. <32> Oh my 

u soyou're about eye level withthe monitor. 
12__sawheroutafthe comer of my eye <a> Herlpstic ie all ver 


Ear, lips, mouth, nose, teeth, tongue 


i) 


‘The association of ea with hearing /lisening is prominent in most ofthese iioms. 


Inmyoplicn, you should jst play Ry ear. | respond tothe situation asit occurs, dont decide 
ratio oo betorenane 


36) aye ular onmucorby ear? | pay wie sk est seg the iat 
[couldnt heleve my earsuhenshetokdme, | couldrivoeieve what wat hearing | 
ee eee ee 
Sine Khstgeeshoneesrandestteter,_| tpn mmedanty aes 

Go on! Teli me the gossip. Pm all ears! | fm veryeen to hear what you have fo tell me 


Other face idioms: lips, mouth, nose, teeth, tongue 

‘Some itera associations remain srong in these idioms. But remember these are only guidelines, 
‘and some idioms may be less transparent n their meanings. 

Main association: Lips are associated with saying/talking. 

‘The company pays ip service to the principe of equal rights for women. (sysitbtievesin but does 
sotearry out} 

{promise won't tell anyone. My lips are sealed. shall ice thesecet tel 9 one] 

Main association: Mouths 2 associated with speaking or eating. 

[heard about the school by word of mouth. Everyone sad it was good. [by being ol iret 
Those cream cakes are really mouth-watering / making my mouth water. Take them away before | 
‘eat them al! raking me want eather) 

Main association: Noses are associated with felings/reactions and involvement. 

‘Stop poking/sticking your nose into other people's busines! fering 

‘You shouldn't tum your nose up at 200 pounds a week I's better than nothing [reise 

‘That oew secretary gets right up everybody's nese, Someone wil have to talk tothe boss about it 
before it's too late. annoysletates eveyone] 

Main association: Teeth ore associated with hard work / determination / strugales. 

He achieved it in the teeth of serious opposition. (deste 

‘escaped disaster by the skin of my teeth ony ust scape 2 sate) 

\We can't change whats happened. Well just have to git our teeth and do our best to carry on as 
‘before facepe the situation and handle with terminabon] 

Joes lying through his teeth. | never said any such thing! ling a debberste el 

‘Mata association: Tongues are associated with speaking 

| was upset by her remarks, but | it my tongue, ersned sient: did't reat 

Her name's on the tip of my tongue, but | ust cant remember it snow sod willbe ae to 
remember it very son} 


Where idioms do cary indict asnoiations wath thir iteral meanings, tr 16 oop them in some 
ways, ipsand tongue are associated with speaking, as this may help you to remember them. 


53.1 


53.2 


53.3 


53.4 


Exercises 


‘True or false? Tick (/) the correct box for these statements. True 
1 if someone plays a musical instrument by ar, they can read the 
notes directly from sheet of music. a 
2 your lips ar sealed, you refuse to tl ther people a secret you know, a 
3 you escaped by the skin of your teeth, you oly just escaped and 
came close to disaster. a 
a 
Z| 
a 


Z 
= 


4 fa person gets up your nose, you are crazy about them and cant stop 
thinking of them. 

5 Ifyou achieve something in the teeth of opposition, you doitin spite of 
that opposition. 

6 information spreads by word of mouth, itis kept aca secret known 
‘only toa small numberof people. 


Rewrite each undertined idiom with a literal expression that has the same meaning. 


4 ‘She said some very hurtful things to me, but just bitmy tongue, because | didn't want to stow 
her was upset. 
2 can't really advise you on how to behave atthe interview. Just play Itby er, and m sure you 


obooddo 


3 The government pays ip service to fow taxes, but then puts up indvect taxes without people 


4 We ofered him a holiday at our house near the beach, but be 

5 Hesaid, ‘Do you want to hear some gossip about Tom and Lily? said, ‘Oh yes! Tell me; 'm 
alles’ 

5 I wish you wouldn't poke your nase into other people’ affairs. 

7 The table was piled high with mouth-watering desserts. 


Correct the mistakes in these idioms. 


4 There's no point taking to her. Everything just enters one ear and leaves the other, 
2 just ide’ believe in my ear when they told me had won fst prize. 
3 When | knew how bad the situation was, ust ground my teeth and continued fighting 
44 The name ofthe vilage where he lives ison the top of my tongue. Give me afew minutes and i 
remember it 
5 What she said is simply not tre- She's ing with her tooth, 
5 The sight of al those delicious pizass watering my mouth, but 'm ona die, so shouldnt really 
have ary. 
Here are four more idioms which are nat on the page opposite, Using a dictionary if necessary, 
choose the correct answer. 
1 My heart was in my mouth. 
2} | was feeling iL by twas feeling anwous/nervous. 
ws aling in love 
2 Could have a word in your ex? 
2) Could you tellme the facts?) Could tell yous secret? 
{©} Could speak to you privately? 
'3 These people just live from hand te mouth. 
a) They steal food. 'b) They just ear enough money to survive, 
) They eat with theirhands. 
4 The boss was foaming a the mouth when it emerged how much maney had been lost. 
a) He was fing sick. 1) He was siting at people. 
©) Hewas very angry. 


mu 


spent tueyoreepetecings | Tanjopnedhsbettome 
Pereyurheriiat | shareset ten eat) | idler pia army 
Rerteomencie | tente mynd 
Paryerieatet | sare mont nies wth some | tel reer ea oto me 1 
= wine 
Yeurberimisiers | os soy elec | When aw ay vod 
a Rgmrectyerhertoars | ten inewhe woube para 
oon | re 
tmmccoeshatisinthe | omnia poze) | vetoes baie 
rower Saints wong wny_| hota trap 
Taveachngrafieat’ | congeymroptionertbewsy | Senwarsta bythe bostbe is 
at setarachmgn ee 
Treatiemesnrhar | malsomson yg oen | Resa bata theeae 
Seeeraseaa Beers 
yes youstrtsfclendorworied | ybeatsankarSob apse 


“omeans whe you admire because | Heloves dogs hels aman ahermy 
they docorbeleve thesame as you | own heat 


Tove aseious cmversston and | They had ahearcto heart and sorted 
expressyourfecingsopenly | out ther ilernces 


‘ake something ual ccm) | Dow takeitto hear. Me realy didnt 
| sereesy ean toupee you 


' lose heart ‘set your heart on something / have 
(stop believing that you can succeed ‘your heart set on something, 
oe determined to achieve something) 
to your heart's content. 
[you doit a much 25 you want to because 


SeceESKE ‘know something by heart learn 
‘something off by heart 

put yourheact and sou! into something [mmemerse something so that you san 

[puts great dol off and determination rece t perfect] 

tntosormening! 


Paul did't lose heart even though he had failed his driving tests times, 
Jess put her heart and soul inte» project aimed at helping blind children, 

‘Tom set his heart on / had his heart set on emigrating to Australi 

\When you've done your homework, you can play computer games to your heart's content, 
Actors get very good at learning things by heart 


542. 


54,3 


Exercises 


‘Match each remark on the left withthe person who the remark might be addressed to on, 
the right. 

1 Dow’ tose heart! 

2 Don't take t to hear! 

3 You'rea man after my own heart! 
4 Don't set yourheart on it 

5 Leamitby heart 

6 You're breaking my heart! 

7 Your heart is inthe right place! 

8 Youcan open yourheart tome! 


‘Someone wha has an unrealistic ambition. 
Aloved one who i causing you grief 
‘Someone who has to give 3 speech, 
‘Someone with the same tases. 
‘Someone wha is fling discourages, 
‘Someone with secret to share. 

‘Someone who is upset after being citcsed. 


‘Akind person wh tries ta do the right thing 
but doesn'ratways succeed). 


oooooo0o00 


4 you ask Rob to help you, m sure hel — and the ob willbe 
finished in notime. 
5 Wsnota good idea to__toajouralistuniessyou want your 


bart isceraniin the islace ‘@) 
do nee emprveon your people hits belore we can cra 
(Gch hn an rine ya eh 
‘tis ery past But then ane bought s book cle Pop Sts How fo Get 
ecided she 1) eam Rta beat 


‘Answer these questions. 

1 What might a boy whois very good at playing the guitar st his heart on doing? 

2 Ifyou do something to your heart's content, do you da very well or da t lot? 

3 yousay that someone sa woman afte your own heart, do you mean that she lkes you or that 
‘shes ke you? 

4 you say that someone's heart isin the right place, are you praising them? 

5 fyourheart misses a beat, which of these might you be sick, exited, aa, in ove? 

5 Who does a teenage girl often open her heat ta? 

7 Why might a woman have a change of heart about geting married and what would she then do? 

What sort of thing might break a young lover's heart 


Erg tome Us ineecite oe 


55 Brain, mind, blood and guts 


Brain 
you have something on the brain informal), you can't stop 
thing. 


thinking or alting aboct one prt a 
Ifyou pek someone's brains you sklorinformatonoradvice : 
‘from 3 person who knows more about something than you do. oxy 

Tepmteksheakcectionkreicroctt Gaal 


highly skilled and educated people from their own country to 
‘another one where they are paid more. 


Mind 
I ‘bealondiweightoftyeur | feelievebecase auaryis | Kaowing he wassale was leadoff 
mind emoves | mye 
havelkeep an open mind | watunclyouhavealthefacts | The Péiskeeping a open mind 
Selo rmegan pean unt the pats ready. 
haveamindotitsown | (ofemachine) Rdoeartwarkthe |My word procenor sms to havea 
weayyouwantitto | minsohisomn 
‘makeup your mind ecise "ae up my mind to eave. My 
mind's made up leaving. 
putlsetsomecoe'smind | felpsomconetostop worying | Ht put your mind tet 
| Serest | pone name very 
‘atthe ackofyourmind | abvaysinyourmindatheughyoe | Thethoughtofhaving tomabea 
‘dont spend toc much Ge thinking | decison soon always at the back 
shout ofimy mind 
in your mind's eye [ieyourimapnationormemary | lnm mindSeyelcansiilseethe 
house grew up 


Blood and guts 
I Ifa fl is said tobe full of blood and guts” informal), t means that itis very violent, 


something is done in cold blood, or in 2 cold-blooded wa, it's done in a cruely planned and 
‘nemational way t's strongly associated with the vers kl and murder. 


j making someone tell or give you somethings ke getting blood out of stone it is very dificult 
todo. 


Ifyou sy you have a gut feetinglreaction, you mean thst feeling or reaction is instinctive. 
Ifyou stogisweat/work your guts out informal, you work extremely hard 
* Guts is an informal word for intestines 


as igh na sence 


55.2 


55.4 


Exercises 


‘Match the beginning of exch sentence with its ending. 


4 Gettinghimtoagreeto spend moneyistike — []_— a hismindatrest 
2 Helsexhausted becausehe'sbeenslogsing — ["]_—_b atthe backohis mind 
23 Fmsure the doctor wills To « picktis brains 
4 ve gotthat computer game LL _— « intisminaseye. 
5 Hecanstil see her quite clearly __ settingbiood out ofastone. 
6 Hetiesnottothinkaboutit,butitsaiways = [] Feo Blooded. 
7 ifyeuean'tdo it atone, you could try to Ck hisgutsout 
8 Crimes of passions are less hori than 
murders which are Ch onthetrain. 


Complete each of these idioms with bran(s), mind, blood or guts). 


1 Therewasa large — cain from the UK to the US inthe second half ofthe 
20th century. 

2. Knowing that you'e going to take responsibilty forthe jb is a major weight off my 

a reaction i to trust him. 

44 Thishoriblecarhasa____ ofits own, 

5 Theteis too much blood and _—___on TV these days. 

6 J can’tfinish this crossword. Can pickyour 

7 Theman was murdered in cold 

1 cansee my gandmather's face nowin my —____‘seye, 


Complete each sentence with a suitable idiom. 
1 The government are rather worried about 

2 (like both the shires. tant 
4 Don't think too long about the question. Just tll me your 
4 Why do people enjoy fims that ae fulof 

5 Don't decide uti you knowall thefacts Itsbestto————————_ttthen, 
6 

7 


‘know you must be wortied, but m surewe can er: 
ve had that awful song——__— ever since hearing t onthe radio 
‘this morning. 

1 Gettinghim tote meanything about hisworkis the, 

‘What do you think is the main metaphorical or non-literal meaning ofthese words as shown by 

‘the idioms inthis unit? 

A mind 2 blood 3 brain 4 guts 


Look up brain, mind, blood and guts in a prod dictonary. Can you ind any other 


‘examples idioms using these words? Hf, do they have the same metaphorical meanings 3 those 
you suggested in exercise 5.47 


ofa erin Use tome us 


The body 

bbe ontomeone'sback | consantyasksomeonetodo | My parent ae always ony back 

(itor Something ercitcsetheminan | about doingmy homework on te. | 
annoying Woy | 

youwouldn'tberory/ | you be iad when someone lenves | (ibe glad to sme the back ofthis 

You'dbe pleasedigiad) | Grsometheg ends becauseyou | goverment. They vebeen abit ofa 

happy ta seethebackot | donttkethatpersonorthing | disappointment. 

someone/something 

‘ould do something with | coud do something eryeasly | Thetextwar any icouldve done’t 

foe armband ted behing why one hand ted behind my back 

yourback 

| petput someone's backup | ofead someone ‘puter backup when ercised 

| Americans |r now she came 

gees ‘rom We York 

“Hab someone inthe back | dosomethingharmfultepenon | Although she's frenly to my lee, 
wre tated you | tsuspetshe'é happily stab mein 

hebock. 


‘de something when/white | dosomethng while someone cavt_| Asvoon asthe teachersback was 
someone'sbacklsturned | see what you redoing usually | tuned the clren stared pasing 
oreting ther penn would ct | oles teach ater 


spproee of | 

Yyouscratch my backand'l | ¥you help me, lhe you | Wecan hep wach other - you 

ersten your, Scone yack and scratch 
yous. 

‘know aplacelpersonthing | brow 3 pisce/pesonthing eva great guide ashe hows he 

like the back ofyourhand | sxvemely wel twee the back of hishand 


In these idioms back has the sense either of being distant of not taking the main route 
Wa plans on the back burner, it isn't being dealt with now but hesa't been totally forgotien, 
If somewhere i atfin the back of beyond, it means thatit far from any town 

Ifyou take or an activity takes a back seat, something ese becomes more important, 

Ifyou say that something eame/fell off the back of alory, you think thas been stolen. 

It something comes by/through the back door, i comes in a way thats not honest ar oficat, 


Backward(s) 


{had leant/bent over backwards to please he [vied very har]. However, she tet without 2 
backward glance [et wth no regres osc feotngs) 


Engin sos Use ees 


56.1 


56.2 


56.3 


56.4 


Exercises 


“Answer these questions. 

2 tyour boss is always on your back about tidying your desk, is your desk usually tidy and how does 
Your boss feel about this? 

2 fyou put someone's back up, has your relationship with that person improved? 

3 What sort of ting might children do when the teacher's back is turned? 

4 someone says You scratch my back ond scratch yours, what do they want you to da? 

'5 ifsomeone leaves home without a backward glance, re they happy to leave? 

6 doing housework takes aback set while you are revising for your exams, which is more 
Jmportant housework or revision? 

‘Complete each ofthese idioms with one word. 

1 My aunt loves ving miles from anywhere, but hate to vein the back of... 

2 You must have known that 2 new TV for tha price could only have come ofthe back 
iia ae 

23 You won't get ost if you heep with Tom. He knows the mountains tke the back of 
he 


4 Although my hosts _ over backwards to give ws a good time, we didn't relly 
enjoy our holiday. 

'5 I wouldn't trst lr Girton. He's charming to your face, but héll______ youin the back 
{5 500n ashe gets the chance. 

6 Weld better put our discussion of plans forthe new building on the back ______ and 


igeton with trying to deal with the current crisis. 
Smiths must have got the contrat through the back 
‘other company putin a cheaper fe. 
'8 Amelia is retiring this week and | certainly shan't be sorryt>_ the backother 
‘She's always stiring up wouble. 


Match each question on the left with the most likely response on the right. 


rm sure at least one 


1 Doyou know the area well? [L_—_2 Somewhere in the back of beyond. 
2 Was the test dial? LD _ ® Bythebackdoor tm sure, 

3 Whereisthe castle? [_  Shetatways.on ny back about 
4 Where di they get the computer? L_— ¢ tbe piaato see the backat i. 

5 Howonearthdid she getthat postion? =] e Like the backofmy hand. 

6 Doyou tke this hot weather? [__£ Wtstabing tack seat at he moment. 
7 Doesyourgiriviend ke yourmotorbia? — [-]_—_g.itfllof the backofalony. 

8 How’ your Japanese project going? Th tepuld nave one it with my hands 


tied behind my back. 


‘Rewrite the undertined part of ech sentence with an idiom from the left-hand page. 

1 Mat olended Katy by tling her she was oo young ogo oot withthe thers. 
ttsmuseme a favour now, (I.de one for yout. 

Vineet uel hard to ive er gandmether an enjoyable hoa. 

‘The teacher is alvays complaining about my handwsiing 

Lets cosaone any dscassion ofthe mereruntl after ne weeks meting: 

Sy dreams to go of to cotage inthe middle of nawhere and workon 2 novel 

Joe went oftojoin the nay withautam regrets. 

uick We can eave now whe Sasha ooking. 


gl ons in Une ermecine ur 


HBR) | dioms with tong used frequently in conversation 
| ‘Ben: Hit havent seen you forages. 

} 

| sey: Yeah, longtime no soe! [Prever seen yout ng ne 


‘Nancy: Hey. what happened to your plan io goon holiday with Ker? 


Fit: Oh, i's fong story I tel you next te | se you 


Josh: How long do we normally have to wat i 


they give us an answer? 
‘Ryan: Goughing) How long is plece of string? [Thats an irgceete 
leouldbe tree dayser tee months! guston answer] 


Laverna tt 
Elsa: Yes [ve gota ist as long as your arm! 


‘But how di ithappen? dont understand. 
Wel, to cut along story shart, Petr ft 

‘rove wih he stant owner mares 
er and now he's me manager 


HE compound idioms 


2 What are you doing? 
Foowsine ——B: Ithinkit'stime tocut 
sae pa] ‘long tary short. 


astayflecurespeechislongwinded sandsa! | wstoolongand boring 
‘ataskora processiegeingtobealonghaul/ho.l | a'snot ging tobe any and itil ia along tine 
“someone har a long face they look sad and depresseiioomy 


HRI sions witn go/come and long/length 
Saudis pee egestas ee oye 
wold gt yes vl! eights eying ca 


top other profession) 
Helen and | go back a lang way [have krown eachother ft many yeas} 


[mace gest progress) 


| think Heloise wil goa long way: she's very clever and she studies hard. be very successful eto the 


Kyoko has really ome along way since she ist started learing English she's quite fluent now. 


Note also: tink we should take a long, hard look atthe cost of al this [conser carey] 


STA 


87.3 


S74 


Complete each ofthese idioms. 

1 My parents always go — ‘to make any new fiend of mine feet 
welcome’ bring them home, 

2 Youvecome—___sincethe last time we played tennis. You must 


wrongs 'm stuckin avery boring job and don'team much. 


5 Vd be prepared to go. to get that job. rve never wanted 
anything so much inal my ie. 

6 Wstimetotake___________stourpersonal finances. think we're 
spending too much. 


Use the idioms from exercise 57.1 to make sentences of your own, based on these outlines. 

1 Tella young person just leaving high school who has done well their exams that you think they 
have an excellent career ahead of them. 

2 Tellsomeone that you and your bestfriend have known each othe for years and years. 

3 Tell someone thatthe famly you stayed with when you were learning 3 new language did 
‘everything possible to make you fel at home. 

4 Teltsomeone who plays the viele for you that you think they've made great progress since the 
lasttime you heard them play. 

5 Tell someone that you think you should reconsider very seriously 3 plan you have made with them 
to start a business together. 

6 Tell someone you would be prepared ta da absolutely anything to persuade the owner ofa 
‘beautiful ltt sll itto you 

Which idioms with long could you use to answer someone who said to you... 

1 Hil Wow, its ben ages, hasnt? 

2 How long does it take to get a computer repaired? 

3 Hey, what happened to you and Ruth? | thought you were going to get married, 

4 What happened atthe meeting lastnight? Don't tell meal the details, ast the main points, 

What Is the opposite of ..? Use an idiom from the left-hand page in each answer. 

4 a short, interesting lecture 

2 ahappy-looking face 

3 a quick, e05y process 

4 ashoctlie 


‘During the nest week ach time the word long comes up in your reading arwhen you ae speaking 


English, note whether itis being used with ts ordinary meanings fin an idiom. W any of the 
‘idioms you hearread are not inthis uni, make a note of them in your vorabulary notebook. 


Engler tor mse nemeclate us 


rean knew be mas in tine for promotion ast yea. However, 
fools, be sid something out of tine ata meeting ad that 
smo the en ois hopes for awhile. mat sur what he sid 
exactly, batt was somthing along the nes the probies of 
‘he company beng dour toner management Ano Me's 
earth tts goodies to step out ofline'- leas ntin 
1s tine of werk’ and beseemsio be going alongion the ight 
fine! nom: Ang ashe dons say aryhng alongn the same 
lines" agi atlas not une goths promotion when he can 
prone ofthe ficient managers inset 


* they to gt used about something god) poteson 
+ not suitable that should not have Been st De doing something na way at 
(orsometimes done) | bing ood ests 

2 similar ‘fa sar hind (sometimesin 
* behave in away thats not what expected of you ‘Smila way) 


ee 
a 


raw the ine think ofr weat one thiogas | Atwhat pint does cil stop being 
(trent tom another 2 minor You nave toda te ine 
sonatas 


‘raw theline atsomething | not do something because you | | quite ihe modern fashions but 
thinkitiwrangertoo.esteme | draw the ine at body percing 


raw aline under something. decide Gat smething {Lats draws under this episode 
finished and you are ot ging to | ard ryt make afresh stat 
think about Wagan 


| teresa neti tne ‘wothingsareverysiniar,__| Theres afnetne between 
between one thing and Shoop the second thing sbad | deterinaton and pig endedness 
rather wee t's nat 

Lines of writing 


Drop me aline when you havea spare moment. sendmes shorter postcard or e-mail 


Reading between the lines, | think he's feeling» [ite lonely [am tying tounderstan his ea feings 
; from what he =a] 


\tistoolich to sign on the dated line until you have checked all the details. rma apree to 
I something by sigrng 2 legal document] 


‘The bottom nei that children must be protected. [the most Important fst} 


58.5 


Exercises 


‘Complete these idioms with prepositions. 
1 Yhopetm _tine_a pay rise this year. 

2 Youmustread____ the ines of her letterta understand what she's Saying. 
3 Yiblketodesign ahouse ______the lines ofa place read about. 

4 help withthe play but idraw the ine —_ ‘aking a speaking role. 

5 There'safinetine generosity and extravagance. 

6 It’s uncanny how we always seem to be thinking. the same tines. 

7 You were quite — tine: Don't dot again! 


83 When our house purchases agreed, wellsign the dotted line, 

9 lstime to draw aline_____ this sa occurrence and to make afresh stat. 

410 Would you mind having a look at my essay plan and telling me whether you think 'm going, 
the ightines or nat? 


Explain the difference in meaning between the sentences in each palt. 
1 A: Usa dew ane under her relationship with Rab, 
Lisa drew the line ata rlationship with Rob. 
2A: David's actions were quite out of ine. 
8: David's actions were along the right lines, 
3: Rebecca said she'd try to drop me aline. 
Rebecca sald shed try to read between the ines. 
4 Accountancy is Mat’ tine of work. 
Matt's inne fr the accountancy job at our company. 


Match each statement on the left with the most kely response on the right. 


2 Drop mealine soon. C2 Whiyever note 
2 You're abssutely out of ine. TH» hewas reat. 

3 Fminlie oe promation. Ol « Sodot 

4 What’ Jac’tine of work? Cl ¢ timsorry. 

5 Shallwedraw line under our past problems? []__ Ofcourse, wil. 

6 Nick doesnt dare step outa ine. [EF Hesincomputer programming 
daw the in at ging on sre lt Thatstine by me. 

8 as my talk along the igh ines? Cl congratulations. 

Rewrite the undertined part(s) ofeach sentence with an idiom from this unit. 


1 Please write tome as offen as you can. 
‘2 What's Natasha's job? 

‘3 What Paul dd was totally inappropriate 

4 My dreamis to open a school similar tm the one | attended myself as child. 


8 Marcus should be geting 3 new company car this year. 
9 We' like to visit you in Australia, but the key arblem i that wejust can't affordt. 


“Write sentences using six ofthe idioms from this unit about yourself or people that you know. 


engl ons Une nemnekate a 


Act, action, activity 


leioms with ct have two main meanings, one conoected simply with doing things the other with 
acting a in a theatre or drama. idioms with action can refer to whats happening orto whether 
something/someone is workin functioning normally. 


‘Act 

Here, the secand speaker uses an dom to repeat or sum up what the fst speaker says, 
Josh: The boss saw Rory and Emma kissing in he ofce yesterday He was frious. 
Jack: Yes. heard about. They were eaught in the act Amazing! 


Kime sa shou other application fr university or shel be oo late. 
Erica: Yes. kstime she got her act together. 


Paul: Keith wants tojn us now that wate doing wl 
(Oscar: Yes. now fat were success he wars to getin onthe act! 


Eth: Brian's yng and saying he's | dort btive hin. 
Georgie: | dni eter | think hls jot putting on an act because he doesnt want to work 


Note these ther ions with act 
‘esatnaysa ciiclt balancing act to please the younger people an the oder ones at the same 
time. [a station where you ty to reat the tno group of people equal] 

Alot of people think the tabloid newspapers should clean up their at an stop destroying famous 
eope'ives. [top doing something aloo people dont ke farce with] 

‘Stop behaving he 3 chile You're ver 18 now Act Your age! [dont behave ins Ch way] 

‘Stop acting the fol/gpat Tha serious matter playing sound noting things sees] 
Action and activity 

‘Note that would normally be very unusual to find ll these similar idioms together in one text 
eee ‘ 


Normally the office is a hive of activity’, but the boss has been eut of action fora week, 

so everyone's taking it easy He'll probably be back in action® next week. He says there are 
‘opportunities fr huge sales on the internet and that we should get aalic/plece ofthe 
‘action’. Sut usualy e's all talk and no action” so unless he fllows/takes a different course 
‘of acton® from his usual way of doing things, then nothing wil happen. 


* avery busy place ike beehive wth people * take pain something even, profit rom it 
‘wong hard al thetime * bbesomeone whe promiss/says they wi oot of 
2 not been workingin the normal way erhane ‘cing tings, but doesn do them 
because he * easing particular way ther format) 


> pe back st wok again 


gh issn i nme 


59.1, 


59.3 


Exercises 


Use an idiom to repeat or sum up what the other person says. 
1 Ac James has been off work fora couple of weeks, hasn't he? 
4 Yes;hesbeen TT" ora tile nove, 
Lucy sso ily. She's 31, but she acts like a teenager sometimes. 
B Yes,lagree Sheshouldleammto 
‘Eva is almays saying what fantastic plans she has to travel round the world, but she never 


2 


say oie 
i ep ao 
4 Bob shoud gan eo He ried uniesty overs year agp nd hassel sb 
& fester 
5 A think we sbeyshne toy fgets alot fun, but atthe same shw hale 
res wee ging nase ess 
 fectnveytobae Z 
Complete the crossword. 
- ae 
SS 
Some 
3 towne 
‘sid 
‘ - 2 Donte tinal 
3 besarte 


‘Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom from this unit. 

1. He was stealing a car, and the police caught him 

2 | was out ofthe team for three weeks with a knee problem, but now fm playing again. 

3 think ts time we acted in adfiecent way. 

4 The fim indostry should change is present wrong way of doing thing and stop making volent 
films. 

5 Everyone wants to he part of the exciting situation now that we are making 3 jt of money (ive 
‘wo answers) 

5 Ourcficets a very sy lace these days as we prepare forthe launch af our new products. 


“ry follow a particular theme and lear a5 many idioms as you can connected with For 


Instance, act gives us idioms connected with the theatre. Look up other theatre words (stage, 
‘urtin, sere} and se # you can find any new idioms. 


English omen Use inteeiate a 


Good and bad 
HE) 00d and better 


Gomereorde 

something beter than it 

‘asbeen done bore 

® although we didnot 
thinkitwara sensible 


oc 
Be an 


ioe seta 
i SS ete ea 3) Greeters 


second best rota good asthe thing you | Ifyou know what kind ofjb you want, you realy 
reaty want ‘Souda sete for second best. 

wetthe bestofboth | havetheadventges alte | Lng in France and working in Switeeiand gives 

rons Giferent things atthe same | ther the best of bath words Swiss slates and 
tine | sreench ese 4 
‘rpleaant row butwil turn | itmay wellbe that the breakup of thei 
utwelinthe ture | rlsonanipistorthe bes 
‘postive aboutasituaton | Rwasdificl for hertomovete such an isolated 
hatyoudo notite but’ | place butshe made te best of «bad Job and 
‘ennstehange Sony began toy 
‘mate aneforttbehavess | Jsckhats formal pares,but he has promised to 
wets possible | beonhisbest benoviour athe reception tnight_| 


=p Bad, worse and worst 


‘The company has been ina bad way ever since lest a major order last uly 
‘The situation at school was dreadful last Christmas when a number ofteachers were fired andit has 
one from bad to worse since then, [got even worse than was before) 

| was learning the piano, but ve elven It up asa bad job, couldn't find time to practise. [stopped 
becave ft twas not worth contig) 

{the worst comes to the worst, well sell the house and move back to my parents the sustion 
becomes very eiffel er eins) 


poor conan 


Use the example sentences on this page ae models, but alter them a Uti f possible so that they 


us eh orn 


60.2 


60.3 


60.4 


Exercises 


‘Complete each ofthese idioms with good, bad, better, best, worse or worst. 

1 Leaming ate Japanese should stand you in —__ ‘stead when you vist Japan. 

2 Chrishas been in quite = ______way ever since he had fun January 

3 I dida't want to have a karaoke machine at cur party, but, against my 
judgement, agreed. 

4 People who live here enjoy the _of both worlds: the peace ofthe countryside, 
aod fast and frequent rail connections withthe cy. 

5 ifthe ___comes tothe___, we can always walk home. 

5 Theheadmaster wamed the children to beon their" behaviour while the 
inspectors were in the school 

When Eliot was made redundant, he decided tomakethe__ata 

Job and use his extra time by taking a computer course 
{The situation at the scene of the disaster seems tobe gong from-to 


Put the words in order and make sentences. 
tse to beter /Sargh/has one / go / everyone / always / than 

2 to/to/ worse/ going / be / bad / Conditions / seem / from 

3 the /tried/t / best / we / was / make /bad /a/ Job / weather /The / of bad / but 
4 /1/1/ the / of her / beter / nearly / though tod but truth 

5 very /As /he /never/ambitious/ second / Mar / settle i for / wl best 

6 

a 


{ve Rose /25/job /up / tried / sk 2 // earn / soon / but /bad/ to /t0 
worst /ask/ If/2/ we / worst / always /Dad / comes / the /t0/ can oan / fr / the 
the /happens/ Whatever /for/best/ happens 


Look at the pictures and answer the questions. 


1s the boy on his best behaviour? 
2 What might happen if things go from bad to 
worse? 


3 How are the people t number 10 trying to 
pone better than their neighbours? 


4 Inwhat senses Mike in a bad way? 
'5 How might he make the best of 3 bad jab? 


(examples studying Engh secause Ie sure ib all stand me in gerd. stead in the future 


ns 


‘The ground, meaning the earth under our feet, i associated witha number ofidioms which refer 
tw positions people occupy in giving arguments and opinions. The ground i also seen asa starting 
Pint from which plans, actions, et. can take of Ske a plane, 


Attitudes, arguments, positions 

‘Agreeing | accepting ideas 

We share alot of commen ground, 50 | think we'll work well together. things we gre or; simiar 
‘peions ad experience] 

‘The idea that organic fod is better for people as wells the environment is galing ground, 
[becoming more popslt/acepted} 

Disagresinglopposing 

‘The Prime Minster’s speech has eut the ground from under the feet of he Opposition. made thir 
poston weaker by saying something better] 

‘She was determined to hold/stand her ground and not tobe persuaded by the others. refuse to 
change her opvionoehaviu] 

| think you're an dangerous ground if you try to insist that they change the financial system hold a 
leopinion tat wil probably ofend/voset pee] 
‘Changing your opinion/argument 

For long time, neither sde would give ground, but now it seems they are ready to consider each 
others position. change thei opinion a accept the other side's postion} 
t's very dificult to argue with Ross; she keeps shifting her ground. [changing he opinion/argurnt] 


The ground as starting point 


| gets 2 projec/ides ff the ground ori | help start of wellsucestlly ort stars wel/sucesstuly) 
2 projectides gets off the ground 


‘pets in on the ground flsor i 
Soften success late 


Prepares the ground forsome act) | create a goodsutale uation fo something to tke place 


Other useful groundidioms 

alt a embarrassed jst wished the ground would swallow me up [wished could just disappear 
Good restaurants are thiek/thin onthe ground in this town. [nereare ot /very fe] 

Living near the airport sults me down tothe ground since| travel Jo. [suitsme petty), 

‘Asa raul ofthe media attention, she has gone te ground: (hon, oot appeared in public) 


This part of town was my old stamping/stomping ground when | was. student here ten years ago, 
Tolace where spent aot ot me) 


61a 


61.3 


Exercises 


‘Complete these idioms with prepositions. 

1 The Minister cleverty cut the ground 
feet by announcing new tax cuts. 

races = 
the ground floor with e-commerce and became 
millionaire when i¢took of 

3 Good hotelsarethin___ the ground in 
the smaller cites: you have to goto the capital to get 
hotels of international standaré. 

44 The projecthas got_____the ground 
‘quicker and more smoothly than we expected. 

5 Parctime worksuitsme 
—__ the ground atthe 


‘moment 5m trying to study atthesametime, Well think tuts you down tothe ground! 


Use the idioms from exercise 61.1 to rewrite these sentences. Make any other necestary 

changes. 

1m affaid there aren't many good catés in the town centre, 

2 Working from home is perfect for meas ica look after our smal child atthe same time. 

3 Ifyou join our company now, | promise you are coming inta it at the beginning of some really 
exciting 

4 Reducing the pace now will enable us to get «big advantage over our competitors, because they 
Wwillnot be able todo the same. 

'5 Ita good idea, but don't know iit wil ever become popular 


‘Rewrite each sentence with an idiom which means the opposite ofthe underlined words. 


1. She let them persuade herand had a meeting with the boss to tell her everything. 

2 We havena dens or expecences we an share 30 we need to discuss how we can work together. 

3 think you can quite safely raise the subject of longer holidays atthe staff meeting. 

4 There are very fe English Language schools inthe capital cy. 

5 The dea that public ransportis better fr the environment is becoming lss popular. 

‘Answer these questions. 

1 fa famous person goes to ground, what do they do? 

2 How do you fee f you wish the ground would swallow you up? 

3 Ifsomeone refuses ta give ground, what do they refuse to do? 

4 Which idiom in this unit means changing your postion in an argument? 

5 One idiom this unit gives you a choice between stomping and stomping. What sit and what 
‘does it mean? 

6 you want to sell anew product na new country and someone has prepared the ground for you, 
What does that mean? 


62. _ similes and idioms with like and as 


Inthis unit we look at idioms with as... os... and ike As... \loms make an adjective stronger 
mare intense, soa blind os 0 bat means very bind / with very por sight indeed, 


HRY... 0. and like idioms involving animats/birds 
“Try to memorse the heywords. They may help you to emember the whole idiom more easly, They 
also tell you something about what the animals are associated with in British cultre. 


nd Tanase aie deed ev eed 
mt me bg Se ent | weg ey td 
] ores char toes Tintin 
= 
roams See erg ad 
i 
Ta [ecioare | egiatccestsmhovi tearing | einai etna 
ES me 
Sa] Resins Re [iappecigmacioceag eas” + [mr 
So | See 
so ag wie laren onge uae! 
wamiescoma 
cece 
= le a 
xtecen oer 
ne 
ae 
| fox. 
wes SS a 
pe en ee 
ox _| song Dy fnther asa bigman andasstrongazanax | vey song 
EET ot ner common simites 


‘There were tents as far asthe eye could see at the rock festival. feoverng the lndscope) 
I's as plain asthe nose on your face that shes in love with hm. (ery eaoy see] 

Looks are nt everything it doesnt matter f you mary someone who isas ugly a sn as long a5 you 
love each other: very ugly indedl 

‘Your sultease sas ight as a feather. (very itt} Mine's as heavy as fend, every hea) 


Other common like idioms 

Ive always tried to aveld exams ike the plague. ples! ao / have no contact wth something 
unpleasant te plague ls asrious seas which is many people] 

"im sory, ergot to get your newspager.| have a memory lke a sieve! 
(alee fe Witcher tok with aplastic net whic separates Uqudsfrom sid 
He'll be here lke greased lightning ne eas there are fee tickets. very oily indeed) 


svt avery bad memory 


Exercises 


‘This list of animats and the adjectives traditionally associated with them in British culture have 
fot mised up. Put the adjectives into the correct boxes and write sentences using the idioms. 


H 


Inewrite these sentences with idioms from the page opposite. 

1 {don't mind carving this os. I's extremely light. The other one was very very heavy. 

2 fi were you, | would avoid that restaurant in every posible way. The food is awful, 

3 Millie never mises anything you do in the office. She sees absolutely everything. 

4 {ett completely out of place with my electric guitar among al those classical musicians, 

5 There are hotels completely covering the landscape all long the coast. 

6 She got up late and came down to breakfast looking scruffy and messy 

‘Answer these questions. 

1 Which animal has a sore head? 

2 Which animal doesn’ tke re things? 

'3 Which animal ives ia hell? 

Use an idiom from exercise 62.3 to complete each sentence. 

1 Hewas very bad-tempered, like —__ = 

2 Her comments were ike 9 

3 eran ofthe 

Complete each of these idioms. 

1 She drove home ike _ lightning the moment she heard Patrick had atved. 

2 Don'task Robert to past seer He has 8 memory lkea = 

3 Everyone could see what was happening. Itwas 3s asthe nase on your face. 

4 Evenifa person sas. ‘5 sn, that doesn't mean that they are not goad human 
beings. We should not judge people by their external appearance. 


Use dictionary of idioms or another goad dictionary to find out which af... a8. similes are 


engi mn Use ntemedkate m9 


1a 


12 
13 


2a 


22 


23 


=o "ower 
mane using ilgal methods recessary = v 
‘ears nothing wil top me v o 
‘means I was very determined voo oo 
2 atlogzerheads 
means havea good relationship 
means hate eachother 
means disagree very strongly 
3 pay through the nose 
“ori 
means sufferin someway Ehctae hy 
‘means pay 3 small sum of money «og 
‘means pay a large sum of money Pe | 


£ 2A 30 4F 5c 68 


y father put his foot dawn when said | wanted a carformy seventeenth birthday. He sald | was 

too young. 

2 Her words put the cat among the pigeons; Sam i furious. 

|3 You'll be pleased to heae we arved safe and sound in Peru. 

44 He was ying through his teeth when be sid he had gt a frstclass grade in his exams the truth is 
he flied. 


unit 

‘CID and CALD these idioms are tobe found under the following headwords: 
1 pick (both) 

2 earth (both) 
3 ground (CDi: stand (CALD) 
4 fe both) 

5 head (both) 

6 daylight (oth) 
1 back and with «bump can be omitted 
2 ether al or he could be omitted 

2 mostecan be omitted 

4 ving could be omitted 

a 
2 


‘il could be replaced by tb 
‘bump could be repiaced by bang or lt 

3 stond could be replaced by hold 

' sticking could be replaced by putting 

5 banging could be replaced by biting 

6 scored could be replaced by fightened 


Exglehssomsin Use iteecte 


24 


25 


Ba 


32 


34 


Possible answers: 
1 ook a gift horse in the mouth - always used ina negative sentence 
You shoul look a git horse in the mouth! 
2 be banging your head against a brick wall - alwys used in continuous form 
Tying to reason with him was like banging my head agains a brick well 
23 ‘becom the brink of - aways followed by 3 noun or an -ing form 
Newspaper reports Say thot the compeny is on the brink of financial disaster 
4 te yourself up in knots -abways used elenvey 
She ted herself up in knots trying to expicn why she had writen to him ke that. 
5 beman enough ~alays lowed by an infinitive with to 
‘Are you man enough to accept the challenge? 
1 Informal 2 humorous 3 literary 4 old-fashioned very informal 
5 formal 


Unit 3 
inseventh heaven on cloud nine ontopoftheworld _overthe moon 
‘hile to bts 


1 jump forioy 

2 grinand bear it 

3 be floating on air 

4 do something fr hicks / get kick out of something 

5 sour grapes 

5 beon top ofthe world 

1 The child was thre to bits to have her photon the paper. 

2 | elt asf was Roating on air 35 | ran down the lint his arms. 

3 Why does Mart look so out of sorts today? 

44 Don't make such a fuss. not the end of the wala! 

5 Your telephone call has really made my day! 

6 ill sad she was on cloud nine and Jack agreed that he was in seventh heaven. 

7 Why does Mark always have to be such 2 misery Bus? 

8 Stereotypcaly, happy fotballers say that they are aver the moon. 

1 Good news -if something makes your day, t makes you feet happy. 

2 No- down inthe dumps means miserable. 

+3 Hots ballooning ~ boot leaning is not something that many people find exciting, 

4 Unhappy - when you grin and bear i, you try to make the best ofa situation that you are not 
happy with. 

'5 News of the lines of close friend. A heavy shower of rain might make you damp (wet), butt 
‘wouldn't put a damper on the event. 

'§ No-one enjoys the company of a misery guts~ being witha miserable person can make you fel 
miserable too. 

7 ‘Of cours, that models very unreliable! isthe sort of unpleasant remark that someone might 
‘make out of sour grapes. 

8 Just asa damper makes a piano quieter, so something that puts 2 damper on an event quletensit 
‘down, makes it ess fun. 

5. Quite alot ofthe images are based on the concept of happiness making you fel asifyou ae not 
‘om the ground but upin the ar 
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42 


43 


44 


5a 


5.2 


Units 
These pairs of ions mean more or less the same thing: 

vento the deep end / id his mut 

{ave him an erful / gave hima piece of er mind 

rove him upthe wal sent hi round the bend 

puthisback up rubbed him up the wrong way 

L here 2tems Dest 4 went Sater Gout 7 ft 

8 wits 

‘esterday had tebe toothache t hurt alt and guess that's why wasn bad temper all doy. 
Everything anyone sad seemed to put my Backup and, nthe end blew 3 fuse wth the person | 

share my office with. Even when n'a good mood, se sends me round the twist with her constant 
Chatter ond yesterday had had it up to ere with he afer only ten minutes. realy gave her an 

trful and te result hat we ae no longer on speaking terme how have o apologise for 

doing my aut te that, bat perhaps il wata while: fs much easier to work when she stalling to 
tet Perhaps shoud ive her a lees of my mind mare oken. 

Fosible answers 


‘The answers tothe questions with even numbers here are fairy Fred, but those with odd numbers 

are more open. The answers given below to the odd-numbered questions are those of one of the 

authors) Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English ifyou ae not 

sure whether they are correct oF not. 

1 People sifing drives me up the wal. 

2 put/set the cat among the pigeons; ruffle someone’ feathers 

3 Yes, a teacher once went off the deep end when someone few a paper aeroplane in the classroom, 

4 fed up to the back teeth; your blood is up; after your blood; eut for blood; get/put someone's back 

Ups give someone an esruk give someone a piece of your mind 

[friend recently rubbed me up the wrong way when he tld me something didn't want to hear, 

‘ve hit up to here is wsually accompanied by the speaker'shand indicating the top af his/her 

head. 

1 sometimes give people who make unsolicited phone calls sling things 2 piece of my mind yes, 
"know they're only doing thei jb, but it can be extremely annoying. 

8 blow atuse 


units 
1 | don't have the faintest idea where he is today, youl have to ask somebody else 
2 The tite of the book has a familiar ing tot, but | don't think 've ever read it. 
3 My cousin knows the tax aws inside out, soi you want advice on your ta, hel help you, 
4 can't forthe tfe of me zhink what twas | came ita the kitchen for. 
5 saw Tom and Lily together ina restaurant looking adoringly into each other's eyes 

| put two and two together, sd decided they must be madly in love. 
| always thought | knew my computer inside out, but the other day it started to crash everytime 
‘opened a certain program. could nat forthe ife of me understand why it was doing this, and | 
<ida’t have the faintest idea / the foggist (idea) / a clue about what todo tofiit. 
[rang the helpline which | had used inthe past, and after about 20 minutes | spoke to someone who 
said his name was Patrick, and that he was thereto help me. He gave me some advice which had 2 
{amliar ring tit rom previous calls had made tothe same helpine. | put two and two together, 
‘and concluded that they give the same advice to everybody, and that i's just away of getting id of. 
you. The computer stil crashes every ime | open the program. 


ngs os Us ead 
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54 


62 


63 


64 


Ta 


1. No,that name doesnt rng any bell wth me. don't think Ive met her. 
'm (really) out of touch with TV soap operas these days. (never watch them. 

‘She knows her stuff when itcomes to the history ofthis area. / She knows the history of the area 

Inside out 

| gat (hold of the wrong end ofthe stick and it caused (a lot.of) problems. 

Her name rings abel. | may have met he. 


‘ 

5 

1 Shaver’ (got) / don’t have a clue how to use the photocopier Do you think you could help me? 

2 haven't (got) / don’t have the faintest idea where lef that letter | brought for you. 'm 
really sory. 

3 thaven’t (got /don’thave the foggiest (idea) whist she's talking bout She's crazy! 


Philip: Yes, think he's gt the message. 
Ross: Yes, that should definitely teach her a lesson. 

Brad: Yes, they've certainly given Us food for thought 

Nick: Yes, 'm sure the whole thing i 2 figment of his imagination. 
Steve: Yes, twas important to set/put the record straight. 


Po [RIA[P. 
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cy 
fs[ijeju 


af a> [me 


S]z[ola[ ala] 


[WIN 


1 tant to know where | stand. One day you say you love me, the next day you say I'm just a friend, 
es driving me crazy. 

2 He spent £500 of my money ll never lend him my credit card again. ve learmt my lesson. 

3 | don't know all the ins and outs of the situation, But think ane ofthe directors going to resign. 
There must bea big problem. 

‘can understand tha she needed help, but what beats mes that she should ask someone a= 
‘stupid 25 Leon to help her! 

Possible answers 


‘Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English fyou are not sure whether 

they are comector not. 

1 bought a cheap brush to wash the dishes from someone wha came tothe door sling things. 
{eat my lesson ~ it fel to pleces after a week! 

2 | Mew with a very bad afin once, jst because the ticket was cheap. The light was delayed and 
very uncomfortable. decides not to complain and ust put i downto 

3 wanted tobe a diplomat when | was about 18 | got some information about the jo, then had 
second thoughts when realised what itinvotved- 

4 heard on the grapevine that someone | know has decided to take early retirement from 
his jo. 

‘5 Many years ago | wast sure someone loved me or ust wanted me to be a friend, | asked that 
person directly to tell me where stood, 


unit 7 

1 His company has gone from strength to strength n the last si months. Hes making aot of 
money now. 

2 The food ruined our old kitchen, butt was a blessing disguise, because the insurance company, 
paid fora completely new one. 


-ctoh tern Use ntrmacine a3 
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8.1 


82 


83 


84 


oa 


92 


93 


2 This new motel is not the be-ll-and-end-al of digital cameras, butt certainly has many technical 
features that others do not have. 

‘Your offer to drive us to the akport makes athe diference to our travel plans. 

‘Your pln to persuade telat join the commitice worked like magic 


1 AtFirst we thought the new toad would spoil our vilage, but infact it was a blessing in disguise 
and the village shops are doing more business 

2 sprayed the sta cemaver onto my jacket and it worked lke magic id the trick. 

53 This isnot the be-all-and-end-all of cookery books, butt does have recipes trom 100 

diferent countries 

‘The school has gone from strength to strength since the new head teacher took over, 

Gettingnew curtains has made all the difference to my fat. feels ike a new one, 

b 20 3a 4b) 

“The photocopier has completely given up the ghost. Weneed 3 new one. 

| didn’ think had the ghost of 2 chance of passing the exam, but did. 

My new motorbike warks/goes/runs Uke 3 dream; i's fas, but so smooth and quiet. 

You succeed. 

We don't use i withthe simple tense forms. So we can say She's pong places" hnew she would 

ig places’ or She'l go places, m sore; but not She goes places’ or‘She went places: 

13 Thatit mast often actus in the negative with aot 


1 
2 

3 

4 

1 Easiersaid than done. 

2 Try not to spread yourself too thin 
5 wish | hadnt put my foot int. 

4 Getting older isa fact of fe. 

5 Thecompany isin dire strats. 

5 Children are taught the facts of if in primary school. 
1 dig yourself nto 3 hole 

2 belt holding the baby 

3 astumbling block 

4 clutch at straws 

'5 come up against brick wall 

6 facethe music 

1 


hole 2 blank 3 thin 4strats  Swall 6 Block 7 barrel 


tunnel 2 wave 3 loose ¢ prayers SH Shag 7 light 


Fike to try that new bowling alley. Les give ita whit his evening. 
rm finding quice hard to get to grips with my new role st work. 
‘When the business flied, Paul vanished, leving his partner to pick up the pieces. 


Engl ion Ure tena 


4 Some important new evidence has come / has been brought to ight inthe last few days. 
5 | hope that well be able to get tothe bottom of what's een going on. 

5 New medica esearch has shed / i shedding ght on the causes of heart stacks. 

7 Assoon as | met Joshus' family, everything fellate place. 


9.4 


9.5, 1 lightattheend ofthe tunnel 


Unit 10 
1 Jack: good situation. He has been freed from some unpleasant task or responsibilty. 
2 Liye bad situation. She has had to take the blame instead of other peaple. 
'3 Carmen: bad situation. She has ta do what everyone ese tells her to 60, whenever they 
want ie 
‘Bes: good situation. She has persuaded someone to lt her do what she wants. 


4 
10.2 1 into 2down 3.aten 4umto Sto 
1 
2 


10.1 


10.3 1 | think theres a hidden agenda in tht letter she sent tothe boss. 
| thought | was going to have to represent my clas atthe taff-student meeting, but I've got off, 
‘the hook / they've let me off the hook. 
2 She's an awful boss to work or; the secretaries are at her beck and eal eight hours 2 day, seven 
daysa week. 
44 Hehas been atfon the receiving end of 2 lot of ritcsm from the pres in recent weeks. 
'5 They cause all the trouble, 2nd always have to carry the can. 
6 | don’t want someone teling me what todo all he time. rather be left to my own devices, 
10.4 Possibleonswers: 
‘Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English ifyou are not sure whether 
they ae corrector nat. 
1 think there sa hidden agenda in the proposal to reduce the staf inorder to make the company 
‘mare ecient. think they want us to da more work forthe same p3y. 
2 The Prime Minister's spin doctors immediately tied to make the bad situation sound positive 
unben they spoke to reporters. 
3 The school bent the rules and let him joi the course even though he was uoder 18. 
4 In country we are due to goto the polis nex year | hope we gst new government 


unit 11 
wa ig 


Bease 


' 
b 
1L2 1 theacidtest 

2 tying yourself up in knots 

3 the pros and cons of situation 

4 putingitina nutshell 


'5 going round in circles 
6 aviciouscirle 
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13.2 


Insome waysit's glamorous being 2 pop star. Gut the other side of the coin sthat you no longer 
have any privacy. 
2. Ws time these pety criminals were called to account for their responsible actons 
3 {know all's a nice endly person, but be that as it may, he sil has to pul his weightin 
the affice. 
‘On the one hand, thik Janna might have the best personality forthe job, but on the other, 
Mina has more experience. 
If hes apologised, thnk you should give him the benefit ofthe doubt. 
IR would be opening a can of worms toinquie about his finances. 


5 
6 
11 ted myself up in knots trying to explain to Kar how ft about him. 
2 
2 
4 


lke you to write an essay on the pres and cons of working abroad. 
“Toput tina nutshell, James ness to produce better homework. 
‘Natasha was prepared to compromise, but Alex wouldn't budge/give an inch. 
'5 You need more money so you work mare. You eara more so you spend more. So you need to work 
more t's a vilous rele. 


Unit 12 

sasmall wor, 
‘The more, the meriee 
Its six of one and half adozen ofthe other. 
How time Mies! 
No such luck 
lean tke it orleave 
Don't make me laugh! 
No way! 
Geta lifer 
You havent lived! 
Is/That’s the story of my ie 
Such is/ That's life 
Thisisthelifet 


tsa lovely resent. Thanks 2 million. 
"You won't find it ficult to learn to ski. There's really nothing to 

ts neither here nar there which hotel you decide to stay in they'e both excelent. 
Let's have a really big wedding. The more, the merrier. 

‘You ean say that again! | couldnt agree with you more! 

He's travelled. lot Youname t,he been there. 

It's six of one and half a dozen ofthe other. 


Rsasmall word. 
How time fies! 


Unit 13 

1B: Yes, know. One minute she was angry, the next minute she was all sweetness and light. 
2 B: Yes, apparently theyre Uke gold dust. 

3B: Yes, | think he's ust asking for trouble / asking for It (askng for its more informal) 
44 & Yes, its second to none. 

5B: Yes, she's certainly ahard act to follow. 

1 She really gets on my nerves sometimes, 

2 Thelast President was an eut-and-out cruel monster, andthe new one isnot much beter, 
3 don’ think yau should cast aspersions on him. He's not here to defend himsell 

44 The scientists did some ground-breaking research on human genes. 

'5 She had alesdy upset me, but to 24d Insult to injury she told me was ugly. 


gl ions Use reo 


13.3 


13.4 


pUse 


142 


15.1 


15.2 


15.3 


1 pokefun at 
2 grote 

1 They citicised her very strongly, but she gave as good as she gat and made them shut up, 
2 This dining table i just made for this room. The wood matches the doors perfectly. 

33 Why are yu giving me such 3 hard ime? | know |was wrong, but said I'm sory. 'ean'tda 


“The new documentary channel on TV leaves alot to be desired. 

My brother never does anything by halves: he designed and bult his own house, and designed 

mast of the furiture toot 

He thinks everyone is ara a him, but in fact he sa laughing stock. 

‘Yes, think we should change the system, but think we should mot throw the baby out with the 

Dathuater 

'5 Five years ago, there were not many companies sling on the Internet, but now everyone has got 
jumped/ieapt on the bandwagon. 

1 She pretended to disagree with everyone esein order to make them discuss /think about things 


deeply. 

2 No, not nice to ride in. Rough and ready doesnot refer to time, but means of fow or poor quality. 

3 He claimed he was 2 trained electrician, but he washing. 

4 Probably not, since it snot as good as people say iti. 

5 No. You'd be rather unhappy, since you would be very iritated or exasperated with your fiend. 

1 That new motorway project has all the makings of diescter forthe envionment. twill 20 
through the middle of wildlife area. 

2 Zara made areal exhibition of herself in cass the other day, ft was so embarassing! 

3 The Krona Hotel isa bit an the expensive side. Couldn't we tay somewhere cheaper? 

4 This old cameras adead loss. The batteries runout fier about ten photos. 

5 think Parishas the edge over other European cites as 2 place for a holiday. 

6 The government has gota let to anewer for with regard to unemployment 


Unit 15 
Sentences 1,2, 3 and 6 are basically negative whereas the others are positive. Notice thatthe context 
of sentence 3 suggests the toke less core of your agpeorance meaning of et yoursefgo whereas the 
contest of sentence 7 suggests the meaning of relax completly. 


1 lid -2hardirough/iough 3 insignificance 4 of |S blow 6 lump 
T balance Bream, 

Posible answers 

‘Check your answers with your teacher or another good English speaker fyou are not sure whether 
‘they are conector not. 


1 Yes, was once left inthe lurch when | was preparing food fora big party and all my flatmates went 
‘ut and ie me on my own preparing fod for fity people. 
2 -Aboss once gave me abit ofa rough ime wien he wanted alot of work done very quichly. 

3 ‘think nothing of gving a talkin front of ot of people. 

4‘ thinkitis important to make the most of every day you live. 


Engi ems Use teeta a7 


'5 Writing thesis was big problem atthe time, but has now paid into insignificance. 
6 Beautiful musi or poetry or children’s innocence can bring lump to miy throat, 

7 vehad te comets terms withthe death of faily members. 

8 would never dream of betraying a rend. 
1 
2 
3 


15.4 1 yhangsin the balance 
hee atid on 
blow out of fll proportion 
unit16 
36.1 if ae 
3 sb 
e or 
16.2. 1 There's no-accounting for tastes}! 


(yes) she while theron shot. 
[suppose George i) the lesser oftwo eis. 
Nallesefais. 


If were in your shoes, take the ob in New York. 

Asking the Managing Director for his 1D was 2 realy stupid mistake to make. 'm-sure my 
colleagues will never let me vet down. 

Improving fice morale is sai tobe high on the new boss’ agenda. 

We hado'tintended to stay there so long, but one thing led to another. 

Take your chance now. Strke while the irom shot. 

‘can’t understand what people sein the exhibition. There's no accounting for tastes. 

Wall else falls, | suppose have to go and ive somewhere else. 

‘Given the choice between watching football ac golf, suppose football isthe lesser oftwo evils. 


116.4. Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English f you are not sure whether 
they are corrector not. 
1 If wer in the Prime Ministers shoos, i listen to what the people are saying. 
2. Sorting out my study is 2 the top of my agenda atthe moment. 
3 Speaking to his mother Uke that is just not on, 25 for as im concerned. 
4 mdetermined to visit my nephew in Australia, one way oF another 
5 {think that Sue's furious reaction to my saying she'd put ona bt of weight was over the top. 
6 Inmy opinion, i you compare amoking 2 pipe and smoking cigarettes, hen smoking a pipes 


1 
2 
3 
2 
2 You could've fled me! 
3 
4 
5 
16.3 1 
2 


the lesser of two evils 
Unit 17 
wa ig sh 
24 ge 
3b Te 
at B3 
117.2, 1 When David suggested they should come and say fora weekend, rset alarm bells ringing 
lamy mind, 
‘The patients ies hanging by a thread. 


Having to go to work is a mecessary evil 
Why do some people always cut things fine? 

‘They are ona knife edge waiting for the results of Brian's medical tests 

‘As the bulging was on fie, he had no choice but to put hs life in the fremen’s ands and cima 
‘tof the window and ont ther ladder. 

‘oul be taking your life in your hands if you make a speech ike that to such an audience 

| think t would be more sensible to leave well alone. 
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373 


174 


18.2 


18.3 


18.4 


18.5 


19.1 


{suppose that exams area necessary evi 
twas such a relief when Ralph arrived back from his Arctic expedition safe and sound, 
‘You took your life in your hands by agresing to go up in a helicopter with such an 
inexperienced pile. 

4 The hurricane seems to be geting 3 bit 00 elose to our town for comfort. 

5 if were you, | would leave well lone. 

6 Iewas panic stations before the important vistors arrived, bt we managed to get everything 
‘under control in time fr thee vst. 

17 We caught the tran by the skin of our teeth, 

8 hope the other students won't lead our son astray. 


weiss 
: 
i 
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Unit 18 
te % 
a 5 
a6 53 


1 {wish you'd pul your finger out and help me move the furniture, 

2 Sam did’ ike the exam, but thought it was apiece of cake, 

3 Tm going to get the job somehow, by hook or by crook. 

4 Horte could, ata push, take ove the project fr you. 

5 The test was as easy 28 ple. 

5 Don't worry ifyu don’ win the game — jest as long.as you give it your all 

7 Why don't you have ago at repairing the washing machine yourself? 

8 Persuading him todo what | wanted was lke taking candy from a baby, 

'3 Max wil alvays go out of his way to help others, 

10 {had no problems using the public transport system there — it was child's play. (i.e, no article 
Used in this idiom) 


Low 2though 30ut_ out Sof 6 by Thy from 


. 


1 Course, you wil I's as easy a pie 
2 Letmehavea go. 

3 He s going out of his way to make 2 good impression on her 
4 iewas.a plece of cake. 


Matt, Sam and Sonya ar speaking in 3 more informal way. 


Unit13 

1 wouldn't be seen dead working ina fastfood restaurant. Ally frends would laugh at me. |just 
couldn't da't. 

2 feel duty bound to go hame and see my parents at east once # month. 

3 Nehad enough coffe, thanks, bt another one of those lovely cakes wouldn't go amiss, 

4 think that laptop he's trying to sell is stolen. ff were you, | wouldn't touch it with 
abarge pole. 

5 tsot worth my while trying the exam again. filed the rst time, andl probably fail again, 


E2ptch some Use memadte a9 
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19.3 


19.4 


19.5 


20.2 


20.3 


° 
Pe [ule |e 
STH lol vie 


1 You're tuck. We have just one room tft or taight 
push comes to shove, we'll just have to sell the apartment. 

| don't want to go witha big group of peopl. | want todo my own thing. 

| got bil today for £700 for repairs to my ca. 'm telling you, eed a bill for £700 like I need a 

hole in the head right a this moment. 

1 if peed be 

2 take your pick 

3 be dying tos always in the continuous form (so we don't say always die to meet him) 

4 inkeeping with 

Possible answers: 

‘Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English if you ae not sure whether 

they ae corect or not. 

1 Fd give anything to meet Bruno Mars. 

2 Vmadying to see my friend from Spain who i coming to stay t my house, 


Unit 20 
1 ts untkely he'll manage to climb the mountain without oxygen. 
2 Is neither likly nor uniely- all that is lear is that Molly herself now has no control over what 


might happen. 
It's extremely likely youl guess his role correct. 

unlikely that shel be able to complete her course. 

it’s extremely likely, teven seems certain, that Beth will come top. 

It’s nether ely nor unlikely that Rob wil pass - either result seems to be equally possible, 
Iesounds uniely that the brary wil have the required book. 

tis extremely likely, the speaker sin fat certain, thatthe minster wil ose his job. 

No such luck 

dust my tuck! 

it's the luck of the draw. 

Don't push your lick 

take potluck. 

You should be so lucky! 


‘They've been married for s0 long that they take each other for granted. 

‘We've done ll we can. Now the resuits of the election are inthe lap ofthe gods. 

‘Alex chancing his arm abit only applying to one university. 

No rigs for guessing who gor the job inthe end! 

‘The cards were stacked against ake being able to persuade him. 

‘twas touch-and.go who would win the match. 

‘We could all see Helena's collapse coming 

8 Lets go down to the theatre om the of chance that we can get some tickets that 
have been returned. 
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214 


223 


Possible answers: 


‘Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English fyou are not sure whether 
they ae correct oF nok. 

‘went fo the theatre onthe off-chance and managed to get ticket, 

"knew who would win the prize —it was 3 foregone conclusion. 

| dd 2s much work as could forthe exam. Now it's inthe lap ofthe gods, 

anal the way tothe station, but sl missed the train. Just my luck! 

| wentto the newsagents to asf they still had yesterday's newspapers No such lick! 

"haven't seen the cinema programme this week, sl take potluck when | go this evening, 


unit 21 

1 He is always the odd one outfall his friends do one spor, he does a diferent one, 

22 When he ost al his money, he stil ied to keep up appearances eventhough he could not afford 
is este. 

13 Sometimes i's better to hep a low profile at work In that way, nobody asks you ta do 
dul jobs. 

4 She made a name for herself by being the fist woman to climb Mount Everest 

5 He's alays putting on als and graces, but everyone knows he's jest an ordinary person witha 
very ordinary background. 

1 Anybody who is anybody willbe at the concert on Friday, s0 don't mis it. 

2 es not politically correct to refer to ‘underdeveloped! countries ay more. Ifyou don't vant to 
‘offend people, you should say “developing nations: 

3 He was voted ‘Zest up-and-coming actor of 2015. 

44 They empioyed slot of young people as they felt they needed new blood. 

5 Alot ofthe people who lve in those huge houses near the beach are (rather /abit/ very) 

toffee-nesed. 

My boss is a rough diamond, but he's avery sce guy infact. 

‘She was a pillar of society, bot then it tumed out she was valved inthe illegal drug trade. 

‘You ate rising to better postions: you are becoming very successful. 

‘They have no home, no money and na job. 

‘They are rising very rapidly in the industry and probably making alot of money. 

‘They think they are better than other people, especialy people ofa lower social class 

a pillar of society 

2 rough diamond 

ahigh-yer 


Unit 22 
‘The speaker has 2 good relationship with Anna, Ed, the Srowns and Nosh, but has a bad relationship 
with Rob, Emma, the dog and Jack. 

1 | would immediately drop any boyfriend that tried to two-time me. 

2 Elahas taken a shine toher new teacher. 

3 lease stayin touch with me once you go home. 

4 tas boytriend promised to make It upto he for forgetting her birthday. 

5 There's something about him that always rubs me up the wrong way. 

6 We try tobe friendly, but the Smith family prefer to keep themselves to themselves. 

7 Ifyou want to leave early, you'd better try and stayin the bose’ good books. 

{Rana realy ems to have tin for me today — don’ know how Ive upset him, 

1 
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22.4 Possible onswers: 


Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English ifyou are not sure whether 

‘they ae correct oF not. 

1 Traditionally the child wil being an apple forthe teacher, but they might try all sors of other 
things ke helping otidy up, behaving well inthe ctasroom, and soon, 

2 You are confused - although you may not yet realise. 

3 You might pay forthe repair and/or buy them flowers or chocolates, or do something nice 
forthem. 

4 You can keep in touch by phone, letter or mail| lke e-mail bet because its so quick and e85) 

5 rubs meup the wrong way when people say Have o nice day when you know they don't 
particularly mean it 

6 They shouldbe dropped by both ofthe people that they were going outwith. 

7 You may be alone, but you ae not necessary lonely (2. unhappy) ~ you just prefer tobe on 
your own, 

4 Not necessarily - notin the way that tis if you get on like 2 house on fire, for example. 


Unit 23 

23.1 1 asmallfortune 
2 Bigdeal! 
2 larger than life 
4 make itbie 


23.2 1 Maria's mites away. 

2 Chairs are sold nal shapes and sizes. 

+3 The new schools far ery from the old one. 

4 You can see he's in love. It sticks/stands out mile. 

Or: He's in love. You can see/spot it mile off 

23.3. 1 She's 40 next week, but she doesnt want to make a big thing oft She'd preferjust to go out fora 
‘meal with her husband rather than have a big party with lots of people. 

2 Foramy pean aa empray ob the psy of wnerpayent ome are, nec a 
time of economic recession. 

|3 The unions are prepare to discuss the problem, but the employers will not budge an inch. They 
say they have made thei final offer, and that's that. 

44 Wehave anew boss starting net week. He abit of an unknown quantity -nabody has met him 
‘or knows much about him. 

5 like having friends to stay in my flat, but only fora couple of days in general, friends ae nice in 
‘mall dase: if they stay toa long, they always initate me. 

6 We should think big when we come to plan the new webste. There's no point in having one single, 
dull page: we should have lots of links and vides clips, and as many colour pictures as possible, 
and sound, 

23.4 Meonings and possible sentences: 

the mide ground: something which we peopie wha are arguing orwho disagree can agree on 

‘eis very good a ining the middle ground in meetings when people oe disagreeing. 

‘the middle of nowhere: a place whichis remote and isolated, and very faraway from cities or big, 

towne 

He owns a lovely summer cottage in the mide af nowhere perfect excope from the stresses 

ofciy ie, 

be caught inthe middle: find yourself rapped between two people who ae arguing or disagreeing 

dim and Mary were having a terrible argument and (was cought nthe mide, et very embarrassed 

and uncomfortable. 
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Unit 24 
24.1 onthebreadine welltodo/well-ecied IWingin the lap of nury 


24.2 1 Bob (So far Anne's business venture has been cost rather than profitable) 
2 Matt (Both cars cost alot, but Daisy clearly feels that tas not money well spent) 
+ George (E's daughter's extravagant even though she may have plenty of money.) 
4 Harry (Dora has ast hope of success) 

24.3 1 making 2pick 3199 4 fortune S money G ighten T-nose 
5 pay 9 water 10 making 

20.4 1 liveinthe lap of luxury 
2 tighten your belt 
3 pay through the nose 
4 spend money lke water 
5 amoney-spinner 
6 aripoft 


Unit 25 
25.1 1 paper 2mill Sher 4step Scoming Gt 750 8 sack 
9 shop 10 head 
25.2 1 snowed under with work 
2 beheadhunted 
3 pul outall the stops 
4 begiven the sack 
5 inarat/ get out of rut 
6 (atthe bottomtop of the careerladder 
Se 
se 


25.3 


7 
a 
snowed 2stops 3eut hold Sget Gcimb 7 hands 


25.5 Possible answers 
‘Check your answers wit your teacher ar another ood speaker of Englchityou'are not sure whether 
they ae corrector pat. 

“There lsn't much ofa career ladder in my profession. 

Several people got the sack fram my workplace last year. 

‘The staff that are left are row up to thei eas in work. 

“They certainly have theie work cutout for them. 

‘The shake-up has offered management opportunities for some up-and-coming workers. 


My working day is very rarely rur-othe-mil. 
Unit 26 

26.1 Time Place 
by leaps and bounds allover the place 
rag yourfeet lef right and centre 
{fast and furious ‘on the spot when it means in the someplace) 
getamoveon the wort spresd 
step by step 


fn the spot when it means immediatly) 


Eth Won tbe memes cc 
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a 
2 
3 
4 
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1 Yes, hecause she would be complimenting you on your rapid progress. 

2 No, because the speaker finds your behaviour seriously worrying. 

3 Tohury. 

4 No itis criminals. 

'5 You may drag your fet when you ar tired fn the iteral meaning of the phrase) but, s an idiom, 
you drag your fet when you ae reluctant to do something. 

6 Thrillers tend tobe fast and furious whereas love stories tend to be much more slow-moving, 

7 Yes, because it suggests that it successful from the very begining. 

8 You can beep a diary. 

9 Very untidy. 

10 Very excited or angry. 


Unit 27 
aslipofthe tongue 
‘taking the mick/mickey 
lost for words 

small tale 

+s packoflies 


| didn’ know what to ay. | was (completely) lest for words. 
Not one wort ofhis story was true. was (all) a pack of ies. 

| didn’t mean to say it; twasa slip of the tongue. 

| didn't men to offend her. | was just taking the mick/mickey. 

wasn'ta very serious conversation, just smal talk. 

‘She's ha a big personal problem. We should not make light of 

He told me he had studied maths t Harvard, but it just) didnt ring true. 

‘She said she was 2 princess who had los all her money and position ina revolution, That's a 
key story! 

44 She has to getup at Sam_and drive $0 miles to work every day. t's mo joke | Laughing matter. 
5 Isaid thought she should get herself boytriend twas an ofthe-cuff remark. 
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28.2 


29.3 


30.1 


30.2 


‘Sofia wil never take no for an answer. 

Joss aays Speaks his mind. 

‘Sara always seems to miss the point of wisat we're trying tay ther), 

She repeated ward for word everything the teacher said to her. 

trie to tll her, but t was impossible to geta word in edgeways. 

“The future ofthe projects very uncertain. Ma one knows iit wll continue. 

Probably not. The sentence means itis not inher character / not typical of her to help. 

Small prints usualy found at the bottom of contracts, insurance policies, advertisements ec. 

We can aso s3y fine print. 

4 Probably nt. fyou reply That's 2 matter of opiion, you usually da not agree with the other 
person. 

5 Not necessarily an official language, but 2 Language that people use in everyday business and for 
‘communication between groups who have diferent fist languages. 

1 loud 2 tallorder 3 beside 4 matteroffact 


Unit 23 
1s the last stra (that breaks the camel's Back). 
Birds ofa feather (Rock together, 

“Too many cooks (spol the broth). 

While the cat's away, the mice wil ply) 

There's no point / Is no good crying over spit ik, 
Don't put all your egesin one basket. 

Many hands make ight work. 

Birds of feather (Rack together 

[Absence makes the heart grow fonder. 


1 
2 

3 

4 

z 

6 

. 

2 

3 

1 Take care of the pennies/pence and the pounds wil take care of themselves. 
2 The grass is always greener on the other side ofthe fence. 
3 All work and no play makes Jack 2 dul oy. 

4 People who live in glass houses shouldnt throw stones. 
5 bird in the hand is worth twoin the bush, 

6 Birds of a feather flock together. 

7 While the eat's away, the mice wil pay 

8 It’s the last straw that breaks the camel's back. 

1 Absence makes the heart grow fonder: 

2 Blood is thicker than water. 

43 Many hands make light work. 

4 Actions speak louder than words. 

5 There's no point / It's no good crying ove spit mk, 

6 bird in the Rand (is worth two in the bush) 


Unit 30 
1 mind 2memory 3 mind 4 memory § mind mind 

T mind memory 3 mind 10 memory 

1 don't think know him, but his name rings abet 

2 Whats the word fori? can't remember it. Oh dear, it's an the tip of my tongue. 

3 fT ty, should be able to remember the recipe for you. Let me rack my brains, 

's Trynottointerrupt his train of thought. 

'5 My son s much more adventurous than | was At is age the thought of traveling abriad alone 
‘would ever have crossed my mind. 
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1 Outof sight, outof mind. 
2 rack your brains on the tin of your tangue 

3 push 

4 Thinking hard feels lke stretching your brain, making i do something that ificat for tt da, 
5 leisurely walk 

5 jump 

T eny 

8 ringa belt 

a 
2 
2 
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5 
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1 Thiscar really isthe shape of things to come. 

2 People have been doing ths every spring since the year dot. 

3 Ascientisson the threshold of cscovering 3 cure for cancer 

44 Tvecnly been to a couple of lessons. t's early days yet 

5 Maxis spending money lke there's no tomorrow. 

1 Ws only a matter of time before we discover life on other planets. 

2 Atthe end of the day, you can never trusts poltcan. 

| I never leat the plana 2s child, 20m making up for lost time by taking lessons. 

“4 Inthe short term, the economic situation looks good, but inthe longterm, the outlook 
‘snotso good. 

5 Thisbicycle has seen better days. | should relly get anew one. 

6 Could you use this computer forthe time being til the new one arrives? 

7 Isa sign ofthe times tha you ca't speak o 3 real human being when you telephone the bank. 
Allyou gets an automatic voice. 

8 This milk is out of date. i throw it away and open a new carton. 

9 feasts a lot af money now, but in the long run it will bea good investment, sure. 


J in.b) 2 belore,b) 3 fora) 4.ofa) 5 of b) 


Unit 32 

1 Ieruns ke clockwork. 

2 West off atthe cack of dawn. 

| We were working against the lock. 
4 Ivehad enough Lets clita day. 
5 Ithappens this way nine times out of ten. 
te 4a 
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33.5 


2 from scratch 

2 once in lletime 

3 once and forall 

4 from time to time 

5 wok against the lock 

6 nine times out aft 

Possible answers: 

(Check your answers with your teacher ar another good speaker of English fyou are not sure whether 

they are corrector act. 

1d Jost the notes for my essay, 50 | had to start from scratch. 

2 When | was offered the chance fo study inthe USA, knew such an opportunity would came along 
‘nly once ina lifetime. 

3 The government should do something to solve the problem of illegal drugs once 
and forall 

4 see my cousins from time to time, but not regulary. 

5 Rescue teams are working against the clock to search for survivors of the earthquake, 

6 Nine times out often i buy something one day, lee the same thing cheaper in anather shop 
the very next day 

1B: Well, off and on (0 sightly more formally from time to time ) 

2B: No, think we should do now, once and forall. 

3 B Wel, wecan ty, but nine times out of ten hes too busy to meet anyone. 

4 

5 


[8 Well, we'l just have to work against the clock to gett finshed by then, 
'B No, 'vehad enough. Let's callita day. 


Unit 33 
f 


‘You'l be fine working for someone tke that - he's the salt ofthe earth. 
Unfortunately, my advice fell on stony ground. 
Unfortunately, her angry words have only added fuel tothe fre/flames, 
| think Rosie must be in hot water - the boss has asked to see her at once. 
Noah is really out of his depth in his new job. 

‘Spreading rumours lke that i playing with fre. 

Pluck a number out ofthe air ad multiply it by 3. 

“The police were unable to rum the escaped convicts to ground, 


“The news oftheic divorce spread ie wildfire. 
{fm between the devil and the deep blue sea. 

‘There ino smoke without fe. 

Don't say anything in the heat ofthe moment. 

Uthate the way he Blows hot and cold. 

| was thrown in tthe deep end when I stared university. 

play with fire 

pluck a number out ofthe air 

3 adropinthe ocean 

You may give slighty diferent answers here, but basically earth seems to represent being practical 
and natural, ar seems to represent vagueness and uncertainty, water seems to represent dificulty 
‘and fire seems to represent anger or passion. 
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unit 34 
D 2B 3A 4¢ 


Uihite-collar workers work in offices and blue-collar workers do physical work, usually in factories 
Youare green with envy. 

Youare ble in the face. 

Itis/ You aren the red. 

Yow are given the green ight. 

| was absolutly green with envy when she won a trip to Los Angeles. 

''m750 pounds in the red, and the bank has asked me to pay it back immediately. 

“The blue-collar wockers are on strike, but the ofce staff are sll working. 

You can tak to her tl you're blue in the face; she won't listen. 

lf the city authorties give the green light tothe new conservation project, it will begin next ye 


| want to sees contactin Black and whit, not just an informal 

‘wanted to apply for 3 visa, but2 ried told me there isa lt of | too much red tape, so 've 

decided to forget it. 

|3 Mynew house has 2 big garden, but don’t have / haven't got green fingers 50 probably 
‘never do any gardening. 

4 She was caught red-handed stealing food fom the school kitchen. 

5 Hes always introducing red herrings into the discussion. 


Unit 35 
‘inpocket 
rollup your sleeves 
take your hat off to someone 
have big shoes to fil 
‘wear lots of cifferent hats 
4 ab 
f Se 
a be 
Paul's speech was really long and not very interesting He really bored the pants off everyone! 
‘The exam fs tomorrow? You'd better rollup your sleeves and start studying right now. 
Cary promised to pay me back forthe hotel room, but he never di, Now I'm £80 out of pocket. 
\usthope | can be as good a teacher as Mr Rober. have some big shoes to fl, 
Julai training for 2 marathon tthe same time as writing 8 book. reall take my hat of to her. 
‘Anna told me that she sold our parent’ carfor £500, but now find out that she was pald £700 
land pocketed the difference. Or... that she pocketed £200, 
Even after paying all of our expenses, we're £75 in pocket. 
My ister thought she had her drivin test in the bag but then she hit another cart 
‘The charity asked people to dig deep into their pockets io help build 2 new hospital. 
I called Beth and she came atthe drop of a hat. She did't even ask what the problem was. 


1 
2 take the plunge 

3 layfput your cars onthe tabie 
4 back to square one 
'5 when the chips are down 
6 play ball 
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37.4 


38.2 


1 Let's ask Pete fr advice —he's usualy on the Ball. 

2 The government always tris to pass the buck when there are economic problems, saying the 
previous regimes to blame. 

3 Fdlike you each to tellus why you have decided todo a creative writing course; Male, would you 
start the ball rolling. please? 

“4 Applicants all have to agree tothe same conditions for the interview inorder to ensure a level 
playing field. 

'5 None asked him tohelp—he did off his own bat. 

6 Ifyou keep your things tidy, the others may follow sult. 

7 itis on the cards that il get a contract forthe job. 

1 He's been very fronk and has put his cards on the table; iow we'll have todo the same. 

9 He claims he can speak fluent Japanese: let's ell is bluff and invite him to dinner with our 
Japanese guess, 

10 The manager threw us 2 curveball whe he told ws that our budget would be cut next year. 


unit 37 
1 adarkhorse 
2 apary animal 
3 aguineapig 
4 acaig ten 
1 get/have/take the bit between your teeth 
make a beeline for 
lone wolf 
your bark is worse than your bite 
chase your tail 
make a (rel pig of yourself 
Lucy: Wo, he's bit ofa lane watt. 
Chris: Busy! i's rdiculous | try to keep up with things, buti'm just chasing my tail. 
Mike: Yes, he won't give up. He's really got the bit Between his teeth, 
Emma: Yes, made a (real) pig of myself. | eo 0 full now! 
5 Eve: Oh, don't worry about him. His bark is worse than his bite. 
5 Joe: Oh yeah, he always makes a beeline fr the prettiest iin the room. 
1 Big Joeis quite harmiess realy, although he looks tough. Me wouldn't hurt 3 fy 
2 | aleady know about Kate geting divorced. A tle Bird told me. 
3 hate making a speech toa big audience. always get butterflies in my stomach. 
4 tS very unusual school. The pupils are given free rein todo ust what they tke, 
5 
6 


‘really got the travel Bug after went on 3 trekking holiday to Nepal, | cant wall to go away again. 
"love to bea fy on the wall when Nick tells the boss he's resigning. 


unit 33 
1 Theres not (enough) room to swing aeat st my house. 
2 set you know by smal mall 
3 Peterhas let the cat out of the bag. 
4 The economy is going tothe dogs 
‘The office taf were running round lke headless chickens. 
‘ut the cat among the pigeons. 
3can of worms 
ike water ofa duck’s back 


2a) 3g 
thebag 2 feelers 2 thelawofthejungle 
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39.4 


‘aks the bull by the horns: 
{eneaning: act decisively, and face a dificult or challenging situation in a confident way) 
2 all twa birds with one stone 

(meaning: produce two useful results by just ding one action) 
2 atasnalls pace 

(nearing: incrediby lowly) 
4 ikea bear with 2 sore head 

(meaning: someone is behaving na very bad-tempered or itabe vay) 
5 adogsbreskfast 

(meaning: a mess; something that has been done very badly) 
| was trying to finish my essay for my English cass by the end ofthe week, butt all seemed tobe 
‘going ata snails pace and was not very motivated. So decided to take the bull by the horns. 
[stayed up until ater midnight every day forfour days and worked on my essay. Iwas tired inthe 
‘mornings, and went round like a bear with a sore head all day, but, inthe end | managed to kill 
‘two birds with one stone: nished the essay and | read a numiber of important books I should 
have read weeks ago. My lst essay was a bit ofa dog's breakfast, but I'm hoping this one will et 
better grade. 


Unit 39 

1 ‘She was looking daggers at melas night wonder what ve done to upet her? 

2 Her lst remark was 3 hurl especialy as | was lead Upset think she was js trying to 
{ict the knife even further. 

2 really thinkyou should Bite the bullet, and go and speak to bm. 

4 Shestuck ther guns and did’ sgn the contact So they ve changed. 

‘5 You're jumping the gun. Wait till we know whose fault it was before you complain. 

6 Fredy realy pts the knife in sometimes He s capable of ayng such coal things 

1 You'e ebting 2 losing battle yng to persuade the teacher to tell you the exam questons before 
the exam tahes place. 

2. When comes tothe crunch be thereto support you, 

| Fonmy own wors enemy when comes to ying 0 save money, 

4 You'll be in the firing line in your new job. 

5 Falke to havea shot at bungee jurping one day ever getthe chance. 

s 


(iF were you think you shoul) hold fre before you send that letter. 
Taurus: Someone Gemint Two people Capricorn: Someone Virgo: You've always 
yuthoughtwas2 youlikeand respect closetoyou wil try thought of yourself 25 
‘ood frend willsay _willquarreltoday, totellyouwhatto __a.strong, determined 
something veryhurtul andyou'lbecsught do, butitstimeyou person, but someone 
today, and later on wil Inthe middle / acted independently / Giscoversa weakness 


‘makeltevenwore/ _betweenthetwo tockcontrolofyour of yours /your weak 
saysomethingeven ofthe. Trytostay _ownlile, so don'tbe point and makes ie 
more hurtful Staycaim neutral oryou'llrsk”afraidte makeyour dificult fr you 
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Unit 40 
1 It's the best thing ince sliced bread! 

2 provides the bread and butter. 

3 was lef witha sour tastein my mouth! 
4 He had egg on his focet 

'5 You can'thave your cake and eat it. 
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1 biter Zwhetied 3 fut A lavour S date 6 cake 


havea sweet tooth 
be the bes/greatest thing since siced bread 

ass /be past your sally date 

hhave egg on your face 

bear fruit 

‘make your mouth water / whet your appetite 

Possible answers 

1 Plano teaching is her bread and butter though she sill hopes to sucreed as an actress, 

2 The smell of fresh strawberries always makes my mouth water. 

3 Taylor Swift seems to be favour ofthe month in the pop music word at the moment. 

4 Kate had egg on her face when she filed to recognise the managing director of her company. 
5 Formeesmailisthe best thing ace sliced bread. 

5 hope that all our work on this project wil bear fruit. 


Unit 43 

1. Altines drive me round the bend! You can never get simple information from them when you 
‘phone them up. 

2 {don't have any extreme views about anything I'm quite middle-of the-road. 

3 | didn’t ke her at all, and | hope our paths never eress again, tobe honest. 

4 Ita good idea to change your job every few years. Is very easy to get stuck a rutif 
youre not careful. 

5 Thiswideo's right up your streetallay. Ital about how votns are made. 

1 Wells been nice talking to you Maybe our paths wil eross again somewhere. 

2 That TV programme about birds is right up your streetfalley. You should watch it. 

13 Lams arly middle-f-the-road winen i comes to environmental issues. 

'$ The photocopier drives me round the bend. talays breaks down just when you need it most. 

'5 | gave up my ob and went round the word. felt had got stuck in a rut. 

1 False. It means they liven a remate/isolate place. 

2 True. 

3 Tre, 

4 False tmeans something is very cifficult and problematic. 

'5 False. tmeans they are following a wrong or misguided idea or course of action, 

1 it’s time tohitthe road. 

2 The busisthe easiest way to get from Ato 8 round here /in this/my area. 

13 The imperial Hotel has (rally) gone downhill. oat go there. 

4 think you're on the right ack. 

'5 The new rock music festival has really put my/our town on the map. 

6 think my country is at a crossroads. 


‘recusting, 
+3 People afen bur the candle at both ends before an exam when they ae studying hard. 


Engloh dems n use seme ast 


4 You'te more likey to say that something important, something which has significant 
‘consequences, isbrought home to you. 

‘5 Probably pleased because imitation is said to be'the sincerest form of fattery'~ though in some 
‘reumstances people can be annoyed by being copied. 

You ate being honest because you ar keeping them informed. 

You feel iitable all day. 

“They ae nan angry mood. 


sget/ put mein the picture 
‘make yourself at home 
fy off the handle 

assafe ashouses 


It il take sometime before the impact ofthe new legisiation comes home to is brought home 
‘tothe person in the street. 

2 Sophie wll make herself she goes on burning the candle at both ends. 

3 Before you take over the project, put you (fully) in the picture. 

'§ The police think that DMA testing wil hold the key t proving wo the murderer must have been. 
'5 Jim got out of bed on the wrong side this morning. 
6 
7 


424 


‘The government can't sit onthe fence forever. 
‘ob flies off the handle / hits the rooffcelling a the slightest provocation these days 
| Ifyou want to get, why don't you take a leaf out of Katie's book and joins gym? 
42.5 Postiblesentences 
‘Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English if you are not sure whether 
they ae corector not 
\What’s the matter with Melanie? She seems to have got out of bed on the wrong side, 
Please make yourself at home while go and get ready. 
>My laters burning the candie at both ends atthe moment - she's got exams s00n. 
{wasn’t at wark ast week. Can you put me inthe picture, please? 
ove being at my brother’ relly fol at home there. 
Why don you take a leaf out of Sandra’ book and get 2 weekend job? 


43.1 Leame 2on Shit 4 find Sept 


432 14 ar 
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43.3.1 You could feet sense of fear in the air when the planes came overhead. 
2 treally isa breath of fresh air for us thatthe company has decided ta move to Londen. Weare 
all bored with working ia small town. 
+3 Sara came (back) down to earth with a bang when the bank manager tld her she had spent all 
hermoney. 
‘Things are up im the ar atthe moment. let you know when 3 decision is made, 
43.4 Possible answers: 
‘Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English ifyou are not sure whether 
they ae corector not. 
|My father was avery down-to-earth person. He alays hada practical solution to problems. 
‘Sometimes | think our political leaders are ivingon another planet! They really da not know how 
‘ordinary people live, and what thei day-to-day problems are. 
2 (felt over the moon when theard that one af my books was a bestseller. 
3 Ancol ftend | had not seen for 15 yeas was on a cycling holiday and she passed through the 
village wher ive, and called in to say helo without any waring. 
4 minmy element when 'm playing music on my guitar or on my Sd (vilin) with fiends, 


Engin ioe Use termite 


43.5 


442 
443 


45.5 


1 Ifyou ae shaking ikea leaf, t means you are trembling because you are afraid or nervous. 
(Leaves often tremble nthe breeze or wind) 

2 (slept lke alog means iept very wellideply, (A fog isa very solid, heavy piece of wood) 

2 Ifyou go with the flow, you let events carry you along, without msking any decsions yourself. 
(he flow here suggests a rive flowing long and carrying things with i) 

4 Wit goes against the grain or you t say or do something, t means itis notin your charter, oF 
tis agsinst your basic beliefs and principles to say/do It. (The grain means the natural lines you 
‘8 in wood. Ifyou want to cut wood with saw, it is more cificult to eut it against the grain than 
‘along the grain) 


Unitas 
1 Itcould be both, but the phrases more lkely to be used iiomatically meaning an opportunity 
2 Probably happy because i was eay. 

3 Yes, you are, because you won't beable to go back to how things were. 

4 Cheer them up because they are miserable. 

5 you're overwarked. 

65 Toshaw you the ropes. 

They'll probably be annoyed with you -unless they also want change, 

5 Helping them. 

1 sme 2 plain 3 decks 4 sailing 5 push 6 doldrums 

Tox 8 dear 

ie 4 
2 s 
a 6 
4 Leave things as they are ~ it's better not to putistick your ear in rock the boat. 

2. Everything must seem strange at fist, but youl spon earn the ropes. 

3 Finish your course before you go travelling - there's no point in burning your beats/bridges. 

“4 Parents usualy try to steer a middle course between ieniency and strictness. 

5 Sara's very miserable - do you know why she's in the doldrums? 

& The new boy is bound tobe feeling (al) at sea on his first day at school — perhaps you can help. 
Things are not working outlets change tack / try a different tack. 

8 hate ob interviews im always quivering/nervous wreck before them, 


D 2A 3c 4B 


1 
1 
2 
3 
4B Yes, everything seems tobe just quetly ticking over. 
5B Yes, | think we got our wires/lines crossed. 

6 B: Yes. its probably a good idea to give her a buzz. 

1 inthe pipetne 

2 getinto gear 

3 aback-seat diver 

4 took usa long time to get into gear 

2 Marks a backseat deve. 

3 There are plansin the pipeine fora new railway. 

Lon 2of 3i over Son 
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46.2 


46.3 


46.4 


ara 


472 


473 


sound tke a broken record 


“The bedroom looks 2 bit dul: maybe we could jazz it up with some colourul wallpaper. 

Katy didn’t want to work at the market at first, but she soon changed her tune when she realised 

there would be free food. 

3 Theideas are good, but you may need to spend lite bit more time fine-tuning all the details. 

44 The news thatthe government had decided to lower property tares was musi to my ears. 

Le 4a 

at sb 

ae ed 

1. My daughter started crying on the bus She really made a spectacle of herself 

2 After the latest scandal the new Prime Minister is constant inthe spotlight. 

3 After the curtain ell had fallen on her successful film career, she decided to start teaching 
(rama at university 

4 Wehope that this new timetable wil st the stage for 2 postive start tothe school year! 


Unit 47 

hands 2 thumbs 3 hand 4 finger S hand 6 thumb 7 fingers 

8 fingers 9 finger 10 hands 

1 Ithinkit would be good if you got some firsthand experience of working ina poor country before 
‘working foran aid organisation at ome. 

2 Jake has washed his hands (completely) of the club committee. He was so disgusted that he ust 
‘uit, and never wants to see any of them again. 

3 That new power station on the coast sticks/stands out lke a sore thumb! You'd think they would 
have built tte blend in with the landscape. 

44 Have you ever tried your hand at waterskiing? My sisters got boat if you would ike to try. 

5 | always have to have the cookbook te hand when 'm tying out a new recipe. 

5 mtoo busy to play football every week now, but really should play occasionally, just to keep my 
hand in. 

7 She got her fingers (badly) burnt on the stock exchange. She bought sharesin an Internet 
«company that went bankrupt. 

1 Doyou think you could give me a hand ths weekend? | have to move some furniture to our 
‘summer corage. 

2 you're the sort of person whois prepared to turn your hand to anything, you'll be ale to earn a 
Jot of money, people ae always looking for wing workers. 

3 {was very pleased when they told me my project had been given the thumbs up. 

4 decided to wash my hands ofthe whole idea and to have no involvement whatsoever int 

5 If you want to make a gaod impression at business meetin, Iisa good idea to have all the facts 
nd figures at your Fingertips 

66 Tobuild 2 homble concrete bridge ove such a beautiful rveristeible. stands out ke a sore thumb) 

over to you 

\We ssi a the beginning ofthe unit that hands in iicms often refer to ownership, control, acting and 

‘erercsing Sil Idioms which follow those ideas include have something to hand thaveit near you, 

‘immediately available), be a dab hand at something (be very good / very skilful at somethin). 

Fingers seem to touch things. Thumbs seem tobe something naticeable,wsible as signal of 

something, e, thumb alt meaning to hitch-hke. But remember, these are jst general guidelines to 

‘meaning, and individual idioms may suggest a diferent kind of meaning, 2 be under sameone's 

‘thumb meaning tobe controled by ther. 


Engh rn in ee ners 
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Check your answers with your teacher or anather good speaher of English Hf you are not sure whether 

they are corrector nat. 

1 | usually get itchy feet when the summer holidays start and long a go away and travel. 

2 Ittook me a few weeks to find my feet ia my new job, 

3 The dog is always under my fet when Ym geting ready for work, 

4 ‘landed on my feet when | met my friend Pat and he offered me. roomin his house. had been 
‘so dificult to find accommodation. 

'5 | got off onthe wrong foot with my teacher and we've never hed each ather since the fist day. 

| Was rushed off my feet ast week, but fortunately things are abit quieter this week: 

7 often get cold fet after Ive made abig decision. 

'5 "had to learn to stand on my own two fet when! Ie home and went to university. 

9 IF became very rich and famous, | hope Fé slways be able to keep both feet onthe ground. 

1 

2 


{said would join Tom on the protest march, but then goteald feet and didnt go ata, 
‘She was rushed off her feet in the shop last month, but she's please thatthe business 
Isdoing well 

3 Hel have to lear to stand on his own two feet now that he's at college and nat ving at home 
any more. 

4 Rosie and | got off on the wrong foot wen she ist joined the company, but now we're working 
‘ery well together. 

'5 ve gotitchy feet these days. love to go off on a backpacking holiday somewhere, 

2. putyour fot init 

2 follow in someone's footsteps 

3 keep someone on their toes 

1 Tae. 

2 Tue. 

3 False. They keep you busy / working with ll your enersy. 

4 False. You follow the same course of action as them, for example, you take up the same profession 

as your mother/ather. 


‘have abone 4? Pick with you ean feet i 


1 Ihave a bone to pick with you. 
2 This book will give you the Bare bones, butt doesn't go into great detail. 

3 {don't think we should allow the cost to became 2 bone of contention (between Us) 
'4 There's going tobe trouble t work can feet tin my bones. 


“Eo Nem in hentai ass 
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te 26) 3b) 4a) 5a 6d 
Possible answers: 

| think you should keep Harry at arm's length, 2s be can bea very dificult person, 

"nad to admit! was wrong | ide’ really havea leg to stand on, soit was pointless tryingto 
‘fend my actions. 

1 leg: the idiom means that something is very expensive 

2. chance: you chance your arm, you take skin order to get something you want 


unit so 
| can’t understand/accept how much she's changed since she met Joel. 
2 Maria wil never attract admiring gazes in the way that her older sister does, 
3 You'l find it extremely funny when you see Bil wearing» dinner jacket 
44 Mike hadn't hac time to prepare a speech, but he spoke very well without having made any 


reparations. 

5 If were you, [keep a low profile be as inconspicuous as possible intlthe situation 
improves. 

‘Sam wants to use your saw to bull s trechouse - you'd better puta stop to that plan. 

7. My boss reacted very angrily just because | asked for an extra day oft 

{Ie was the fist ime that Joarna had talked about wanting to work abroad and her father blamed, 
ther new boyfriend forgiving her ideas. 

1 Amy sereamed her head off when she saw 2 at under the table. 

2 When the plot announced thatthe plane was having engine problems, athe passengers 
‘behaved calmly and no one lost their head. 

3 Sm trying to get him to give up smoking, but |am J have been banging my head against 
brick wall 

44 You'l easly pass your diving test s long as you keep your head, 

'5 wish he wouldn't smap my head off when | askhim about his work. 

6 Jack and Lucy have not been getting on well for some time now, but Jack’ rudeness to her last. 
night brought things to head and they had a bissing rv. 

7 The disagreement overpay came to a head at 2 mecting yesterday, 

1 bite someone's head of 

2 keep your head down 

3 keep your head above water 

44 be banging your head against brick wall 

5 turmbeads 

Possible answers: 


‘Check your answers with your teacher or anather good speaker of English ifyou are not sure whether 

they ae correct oF not. 

1 had my head bitten off by an ex boss once. wasn, think, because of anything serious that | 
hhad done, but was simply because be was having some problems at home atthe time, 

2 find ithard to keep my head if was in an emergency stuation in an aeroplane. 

| Perhaps the last time' laughed my head off was watching the comedy TV quiz show Have got 
‘ews for you. 

4 Someone tall darkand handsome might tum my head in the street or someone wearing very 
striking clothes. 

5 Various writers, poicl figures and pop starshaveall, at iferent times, been criticised for 
putting ideas into young people's heads. 

5 It would depend whats expectations were. tt might be pleased that it was not making loss; on 
‘the other hand, it might not be please that it was not making a siificant profit. 
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thvoat(s) 3 shoulder 4 neck 5 throat G neck 7 chest 
face 


ur 
4 
8 
a 
2 
2 
4 
1 Rose's father dit turn a hair wien she told him she was going to get maried. 
2 wish my boss would lt me get on with my work instead of breathing down my neck, 
3 You should tel him diectly how you feel rather than just giving him the cold shoulder. 
4 Nina s very worried about her husband's liness, but he's puting a rave face on it. 
5 Keep your har on! 

6 you take what they say face valve, you'l soon get disappointed. 

7 Having to do homework is such a pain in the neck! 

1 thave tell you a tetble secret. 'l go mad if| don't gett ff my chest soon, 

1 getitoffyour chest 

2 ramsomething down someone's throat 

3 puta brave face on something 

4 tear/pull your hair out 

5 breathe down someone's neck 

6 give someone the cold shoulder 


Unit 52 

1B: Don. worry, ft’ just over the it they usualy turn a blind eye, 
2 Bs I don’tknow. Let's wave and se if we can eateh her aye. 
2 Ho, not realy, we just don’ see eye to eye, 

4B: Yes, t's been on the blink fora while now. 

5B: Yes, 1leamt alot of things. was a veal eye-opener. 

‘ 

1 

1 

a 

a 


8: No, she dint bat an eyelid. 
eyes Zaye S ayes eyes S eyes 

‘An accident can happen in the Blink of an eye. 
Histehaviour atthe meeting raised a few eyebrows. 

You should always have/keep one eye on your chances of promotion when you take 
upanew job. 

“4 Avery strange sight caught my eye as was. driving along the motorway yesterday, 

Lines 2, 5,6 and 11 use the word eye init eral sense, meaning ‘the organ we see with: The rst of 
the lines use eye in idioms, many of which are on the lef-hand page. But note the following: 

‘keep an eye out for lines 2 and 3): be careful and watch for something/someone 

Jn your mind's eye (line 3): in your imagination 

‘488 someone (or something) out ofthe corner of your eye line 12): see them without looking 
straight in thelr direction 

Ifyou do not know this ast group of idioms, make a note of them in your vocabulary notebook, 


Unit 53 

1 False. t means they can play without music. 

2 Tue. 

3 Te 

4 False. t means they annoy oiitate you. 

5 True. 

6 False. Itmeans people tell one another. The idiom is often used to contrast with reading about 
‘Something or seeing an advertisement for something. 


Engish same mise mteometate a7 
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1 She said some very hurtful things to me, but | just did met respond /react, because | didn't want to 
show her | was upset. 

2 | cant really advice you on how to behave atthe interview. Just respond to the situation / act 
‘according to your intuition, 2nd Vm sure youl be great 

43 The government says/ctaims lt believes in ow fares, but then puts up indirect aves without 
people realising it. 

44 We afered him a holiday at our house near the beach, but he refusedirejected it. 

5 Hei, ‘Do you want to hear some gossip about Tom and Lily? Isai, ‘Oh yes! Tell me. 'm very 
‘eagerfkeen to hear! 

6 | wish you wouldn't interfere in ather people’ fairs. 

The table was pled high wath delicious-looking desserts. 

1 There's no pot taking to her. Everything just goes in one ear and out the other. 

2 {just couldn't believe my ears when they tld me | had won fst prize. 

| When knew how bad the situation was just ritted my teeth and decided to continue ight 

|4 The name ofthe llage where he ives is onthe tip of my tongue. Give me afew minutes and 
rememberit. 

‘5 What she said is simply not true. She's lying through her teeth. 

66 The sight of ll thase delicious plzas is making my mouth water, but 'm on ade, so shouldn't 
‘wally have any. 


1h 20d 3b 4g 


unit 54 


a 
2 
a 
4 


1 My heart missed/skipped a beat when the handsome man smiled at me. 

2 When we are on holiday, the children can build sandcasties to their hearts’ content while we lie 
‘on the beach and read. 

3 Jake used ta suppor the Geeen Party, but e's hada change of heart, 

4 Ifyou ask Rob ta help you, m sure he'll put his heart and soul into it and the job will be finished 
Jnnotime. 

5 snot 2 good ies to hare your heart/soul/ pour your heart out / open your heart to 2 
Journalist unless you want your secrets to become public knowledge. 

65 Your dissertation s neatly finished, so don't lase heart now. 

7 Itbreaks my heart / makes my heart sink to see my brother making such a fol of himself, 

1 Myheart sank when | realised pay day was til a week away. 


1 was determined to get 

2 working with great energy and enthusiasm 

3 havea frank interview 

4 told him exactly how she fete 

5 with increasing discomfort. 

6 eli him all her secrethopes 

7 you certainly have very good intentions. 

4 we are similar people 

3 Don'tdespair 

10 took what he said very seriously 

11 memorise it 

1. He might set hishearton setting up his own guitar group, seeing a famous guitarist in concert, et. 

2 Youdoit alot. 

3 She's ike you 

44 You are praising them a itl, although you are also implying that you think their behaviours not 
‘tally appropriate 
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55.4 
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5 yourheart misses a beat, you might be all of these excep sick 
6 She opens her heart to her best frend, her diary, et. 

7 She might have fallen in love with someane else and she might then cancel the wedding, 
1 The breakup ofa relationship might brek a young lovers heart. 


brain mind 3 gut 4 mind Sus S brains 7 blood 


“The govemment ace,rather woried about the brain drain 
ike both shirts can't make up my mind which one to buy. 

Dont think too long about the question. ust tell me your gut feling/reaction, 

Why do people enjoy lms that are fl of blood and guts? 

Don" decide unt yu kaw all the facts t's best to have/keep an open mind until then, 
know you must be worried, but 'm sure we can put/set your mind at rest. 

Fve had that awful song on the brain eve since hearing iton the radia this moming. 

5 Getting him to ell me anything about his work be getting blood out ofa stone. 

‘These seem to be the basic meanings ofthese parts of the body in idioms although some of the 
idioms have moved quite» fong way from these concepts and indeed blood in particular may have 
‘several diferent sets of associations forthe English speaker 

mind - thing 

blood - emotion (though is alo used in idioms withthe physical meaning of blood) 

brain intelligence 

guts intestines oryourinsides 


unit sé 
1 Italmost certainly st tic and your boss doesnt tke this because he/she is always nagging you 
1totidy itup. 

No its got worse because you've offended that person, 

‘They do naughty things that they dont want the teacher to see, 

‘They want you todo them 2 favour of some kind. 

Yes, they are. 

Revisions more important. 

bheyond 2 lorry 3 hand 4 leanilesned/bent S$ stab 6 burner 

door 8 see 

e sb 
h ed 

a Te 

e af 

‘Matt putjgot Kelly's back up by tling her she was too young to go aut with the others, 
‘You scratch my back and scratch yours. 

‘inceta leant/bent over backwards to give her grandmather an enjoyable holiday, 

“The teacher is always on my back about my handwriting. 

Lets put any discussion of the merger on the back burner until afer nevt week's meeting. 
My dream i to go of to a cottage in the back of beyond and work on 3 novel. 

Joe went of t join the navy without a backward glance. 

| Quick! We can leave now while Sasha's back is tuned. 
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Unit 57 

1 My parents always go to great lengths to make ny new rend of mine fel welcome if bring 
themhome. 

2 You've come a long way since the last time we played tennis. You mast have been practising hard, 

3. Georgina ad | go back along way. I've known her since 2002 

'4 My teacher at school always told me | would go along way, but she was wrong: 'mstuckina very 
boring job and don’t eam much. 

'5 I'd be prepared to go to any lengths to get that job. ve never wanted anything so much in 
ally tie. 

6 Iestimete take long, hard look at our personal finances. | think we're spending too much. 

Possible answers: 


1 (You've done very wel) think you'l go along way. 

2 My best frend (name) and t ge back along way. 

+3 The family | stayed with when | was learning (name of language) went to great lengths to make me 
feelathome. 

You've come along way since the last time | heard you play 

| think we should take along hard look at our plan to starta business. 

Fe.goto any lengths to persuade the owner to Sellme that beautiful fat 

‘Yes; ong time no see. 

How longisa piece of string? 

Isa tong story 

‘Allright, to cuta long story short, none ofthe members agreed with any ofthe committe's 

proposals. 

2 along winded lecture 

2 along face 

3 along haul 

4 alistastong.as your arm 


Unit s8 
1 hope nn ine fora psy rise this year 
2 You must read between the ines of her letter to understand what she's saying, 
3 Ted like to design 2 house alongjon the lines of 2 place read about. 
4 help withthe play, out draw the ine at taking a speaking ole. 
5 There's fine line between generosity nd extravagance. 
6 t's uncanny how we always seem tobe thinking alongjon the same lines. 
7 "You were quite out of line. Dont do it agin 
8 When our house purchase i agreed, wel sign on the dotted line. 
9 t's time to draw line under this sad occurrence and to make afresh start 
10 Would you mind having 3 look at my essay plan and telling me whether you think 'm going, 
‘alangien the right lines or 001? 
1 A: Use considered that her previous relationship with Rob was now totally over. 
B Lisa would not consider starting a relationship with Rob 
12 & David sactons were quite inappropriate. 
B: David'sactions were appropriate. 
13-A: Rebecca sid she'd ty to write to me. 
B; Rebecca said she'd try to think more deeply about what was meant by the words that had 
been written. 
4: Accountancy is Mat’ profession. 
: Matis likly to get the accountancy job at our company. 
re ah 
26 ar 
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59.3 


60.1 


60.2 


z te 
2 eb 


Please drop me. tine as often as you can. 
Whats Natasha's ine of work? 

What Paul cid was totaly eutof ine. 

My dream fs to open a school along the ines ofthe one! ttended myself asa child. 

{im some ways) there isa very fine/thin line between genus and insanity. 

‘There's fine/thin line between doing enough exercise and doing too much. Where would 
you draw the tine? 

Let's now try to draw a line under our previous disagreements. 

Marcus inline fora new company car this year, 

‘Wield like to vist you in Australia, but the bottom Une i that we just can't afford it 


Possible sentences: 


Check our answers wth your teacher or another good speaker of English if you ae not sure whether 
they ar corrector nt. 

Ny cllague ist speaking to me - think! sald something out of line. 

{ached bel to drop me alin wile she was aay 

“The bottom tines that we mus et id of hooliganism frm Footbal. 

| work for an insurance company. What’ your line of work? 

Reading between telns, think my mum's pleased my brother has ef home, 

{read tough te document before signed on the date ine 


Unit 59 

Yes, he's been out of action fora while now. 
Yes, agre. She should leaen to act her age. 
‘Yes, she's all talk and no action. 

‘Yes, ls time he got his act together. 
es, 
0 


ry 
2 
38 
4 
5B 


a 


t's very delicate balancing act. 


wo fclelr 


1 He was stealing» car, and the police caught hn in the act (Just a he was getting into it), 

2 | was out ofthe team for three weeks with a knee problem, but now Fm back in action (again). 

3 think’ time we followed/took a different course of action. 

4 The film industry should clean up its act and stop making violent films, 

5 Everyone wants to get in on the act / get aslice/piece ofthe action now that we are making alot 
of money 

5 uroffice sa hive of activity these days 2s we prepare forthe launch of our new products. 


unit 60 

1 good 2 bad Sbetter A best Swort.wont 6 best 
T best,bad bad, worse 

1 Sarah always has to go one better than everyone ese 

2 Conditions seem to be going from bad to worse. 

13 Theweather was tad, but we red to make the best ofa bad job. 

4 nearly tld her the truth, but thought better of. 
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614 


5 ‘As Marks very ambitious, he will never setle for second best. 
& Rosetried to lean tosh, but soon gave it up as abad ob, 

7 Ifthe worst comes tothe worst we can alrays ask Dad fora oan. 
'8 Whatever happens, happens forthe best. 


1 No,heisnt. 

2. The boy might, for example, be nude to the important vistors. 

They are trying to have» bigger and more impressive car 

4§ He’ broken his le 

'5 He might find he can enjoy the sympathy ofhis frends and the attentions ofthe nurses as well 
the chance to retaxand watch TH, 


Possible answers: 


‘Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English f you are not sure whether 
they ae corect oF not. 

‘wanted to tll my boss what thought of him, but fortunately | thought better oft. 

Id course n teaching Engish because | thought it would stand me in good stead | needed to 
work when | was abroad. 

| didnt realty want to leave the school had taught infor years, butt certainly all tured out 

for the best. 

admire the way my friend decided to make the best ofa bad job when she was made to take early 
retirement -she decided to take up painting and also began to write the nvel she had always been 
planning 

‘The situation wasnt easy in January, but thas certainly gone from bad ta worse throughout 

the year 

‘Anna has been in abad way ever since her children grew up and left home, 


unit 62 

1. The Minister clever cut the ground from under her opponents’ feet by announcing new tax cuts. 

2 He got in on the ground faor with e-commerce and became a millnaire wien it took oft 

3 Good hotels are thin onthe ground in the smaller cies; you have to go fo the capital to get hotels 
of international standard. 

4 The project has got off the ground quicker and more smoothly than we expected. 

'5 Parctime work suits me dewn te the ground at the moment as 'm trying to study 
atthe same time 

1m afraid good cafés are thin onthe ground inthe town centre. 

2 Working fom home suits me down tothe ground as Ian look after our smal child atthe 
sometime, 

2 ‘youn our company now, | promise you ae getting in on the ground floor of some really 
‘exciting developments. 

4 Reducing the price now wil cut the ground from under the feet of our competitors, because 
‘they wil not be able todo the some. 

I's 2 good idea, but | don’t know fi wil ever get of the ground. 

She held/stood her ground and had 2 meeting wth the boss tte her everything. 

We have lt of common ground, so we need to discuss how we can work together 

| think you are on dangerous ground if you aise the subject of longer holidays a the 

staff meeting. 

4 English Language schoo's are thiek on the ground inthe capital ity. 

55 The ides that public transport is better forthe envionment is gaining ground. 

Possible answers: 

1 They donot appear in public and hie from the media. 

2. Soembarrassed you wish you could disappear / were invisible 

3 They refuse to change their position ar opinion in = dsputejargument. 


eral ies 


enero 


ea 
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4 To shift your round, 
‘5 (My) stamping/stomping ground. it means a place where you spend alot of time 


6 Itmeons that they have probably been to that country and made useful contacts for you ot 
Informed people about your company, 50 that twill be easier fr you to launch your product. 


Unit 62 


Fimas liad as bat without my gees, 


Wy brother iar rong sano 


[ et as re as bd when ie uniesty 


5 [toe 
| newants 


‘ind 
= 

spe | Shes assippery asan eel You'lnver gta drect answer om ber 
fe 

ay 


| Hes acsy ara fox Dont ust him Hel finda way of goting what 


If] were you, | would avoid that restaurant Uke the plague The food is awful, 
Mile never misses anything you do inthe office. She has eyes Uke a hawk. 


‘There are hotels as far asthe eye can see all along the coast. 


aber 2abull 3 abst 
He was very bad-tempered, ke a bear witha sore head. 


Her comments were ikea red rag to a bull 
Heran of ike a bat out of hell. 

weased 2sleve 3 plain 4 uly 

asfiatas.a pancake, eg. The londscope iso lt os @ pancake. 
‘35daft ae brush (dot means ily, used of people) 

's good as gold (good here refers to someone's behaviour) 

‘as bold 2s brass (bol here means cheeey/without any inhibitions) 
_asdryasa bone, eg. I must water my plant. The sols as dy as a bone. 


gts ome tne nereciote 


| don't mind carrying this box t's as ight asa feather. The other one was as heavy as lead. 


el tke a fish out of water with ny electric guitar among all those classical musicians. 


‘She got up late and came down ta breakfast looking like something the cat brought/dragged In 
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aly? hear 
fidaytady hea salyget 
[Monti bepuaal 


he 2B2e 


Phonemic symbols 


fy 
be 
ta 
‘si 
ed 
fw 
fa 
feo! 
ta 
‘au 
oo 
(oa! 
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The numbers inthe indexcre Unit along thetines of fet up tthe backtoet) 4 
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[Absence nabs thehear grow not take na fora anawer 28 yoorhand 56 
fonder 23 the answer tobi prayers 3 ‘the back ofa lony 55 
ebrovgnvealledtonccount 11 noting any bes abel (whe) 5 Sabb inthe back 56 
‘There's no accounting fortaste(s\ 16 anybody who anybody 22 Tahe aback seat 56 
anadidtest 11 ‘nevernct doamythingingsby ——_when/whlesbsbackistumed 5 
‘ean upyouract 3 aver I Sroald ive you the shir off thir 
aetthetoot 38 ‘eep up appearances 21 back 35 
setyourage 59 whet your appetite «2 abckseat driver 45 
‘Sbalesclng act 59 [Ar appe 2 dy hee the doctor ‘thou a baceward glance 56 
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beout of action 58 holieepsh at armslengih 42 _befrangin the balance 15 
folow/take cause faction 52 3chinkinyour armour 22 ialancing at 59 
Actions speak louder thanwords. 28 beupinarms 22 ‘sine ball 2 
ahiveot activity 53 be thing foritroubte 23 Deontne ball 36 
‘duet the efares 29 ‘astaspersionson 13 play ball 36 
ad insu tejury 13 leads astray 17 ‘Barthel ling 36 
ay devil's advocate 34 1 considerable) price 24 the allsin your court 35 
beater sb’ blood 4 staph 18 ‘=Ujumpriesp on the bandwagon 16 
You can sy that again) 12 ‘tthe endof the day 21 ‘ome bac) downto eath witha 
gaint (all be) ods 2,20 [Se atench others throst St bbangibumpjot 2,43 
aetyourage 52 beatlogsembends 1.22 ‘betbangingting your head again 
hidden agenda 10 ‘elle at home «2 bck wal2, 50 
atthetopofsbSltheagenda 16 maheyoursafathome 2 bare your hears 54 
Sbyeathoffreh aie ‘eid th ie the plague 62 thebare bones 48 
beftoaingwaing on ae 3 aveansae to pind 22 ‘would’ touch bith with barge 
beintheake 43 Selspirom Ate AL pale 18 
beup nthe ale 43 beaseanyastahingeandy oma Sos barkis wore than he bite 37 
lea thea 43 aby 18 haves overa barrel & 
plickanumberautotteair 33 belefthaldinghekaby & raveabash 16 
throw the baby ost withthe Den pt all your egg one 
bochwater 1 backet 2 
ack pedal 45 beat blind as abet 52 
‘Youscratch my backand scratch ve abatoutof hell & 
yous 56 ‘that a eld 52 
2 the back of your mind 55. ‘oF your own bat 36 
inthe back otbeyons $6 ‘how the Baby out wth he 
De gladiappyibleaed/nct sory tosee bathweter 14 
‘thebaek of ath 56 a phil batle/ighsovale 41 
belie water off2cucksback 38 fightalosng bate 39 
‘beback inaction 9 esp shih at bay 22 
iallesefats 16 Deonsbeback Se bethatasiemay 11 
makeallthediference 7 ‘Seon the Back borer 56 thebe-sthand-end-l 7 
othe alltscracked uptobe 14 bytiough te back door Se ‘bearit 40 
‘once and forall 32 cme/iall ol theback of alorry $5 bearfheepin mind 20 
be(rght up youralleyitret <2 could dasthwananearm/Rand ted belie abear witha sore heed 62 
leave welalone 17 behind your Baek 56 gonanabearit 3 


Ergin for Une ier ses 


stisheat missesskipsabeat $4 tothebitterend 20 


beat he beaten track «E hiackhole 3 
(i beats me 6 inblack and wae 36 
beatsbs beck and call 10 row blank 8 
etoutofbed onthe wrongsise <2 your mind goes Blank 30 
eas busy asabee 62 Deablessing n spice 7 
akea beeline for sbi 37 Deaeblind abst 

eon your best behaviour 50 turn blind je 52 
behind the scenes 25, (nthe Biko eye 1.52 
forthetine being 31 onmeblink = 

‘ule beieve your ears 53 tumbling lock & 

‘ula believe your eyes 52 Blood thicker than water 28 
Finga bell 30 ood aed guts 55 

(ot rina Bellary bets with me} 5 be afer sb bleed 4 

Set alarm bells ringing 17 be out or blood « 

seen belt 34 ise Blood 2 

‘pen your Bale 24 get blood out of astone 55 
bend the nes 20 Sreaisbleod 5s 

‘bend|ean over backwards 56 ‘sewbleed 21 
rve/send sb round the bends 1, bs Blood isu ¢ 

2441 blow ase 4,45 
ives thebeneitofthe doubt 12 blow hot and cid 35 
Deeside the point 28 ow sth cut fa proportion 15 
beforthe best £0 section | which way the wind is 
‘beon your best behaviour 60 Slowing 33 

ke the best fs bad job £0 ‘ioe blood 34 

‘acond bet 6 ioe colar 34 

‘thebestof bot words 60 between the dev. andthe deep bine 
thebestigentestthingsincesiced sea 33 

bread 40 ‘ee na lue moon 22 
yourbest bet 36 catolthebve 1.43 
Sesietyourbetterjadgement £0 ont you are Blue in theface 34 
‘oewant ofa better word 27 ast bla 36 
mnonebetter 50 beinthe same boat 48 

‘ve soon Better days 32 imsstheboat 44 

think better of 60 fuahtheBeat out 
dyjathe back al beyond 56 roche beat 44 

tt/go beyond 2 joke 25 burn your Beata/bees 35, 08 
‘igdeat 23 asboldasbrass & 

iethe igtine 7 bone of contenson 1,45 
rake a Big thing of 23 beasaryasabene 2 

rrakeit big 25 have bone pick wth sb 
thik big 23 (can fel Rin my bones 2,49 
footthebitl 48 the Barebones 49 
Pickup the bila 2,24 takes leaf ox ofsb'sbook <2 
[tle bird tid me. 37 beinsbs good books 22 
‘led inthe hand 23 bore the pores someone 35 
Ss freeasa bird 1,62 bbunthe ect at both ends 2 
birds of afeatber 29 ‘he bet ofboth weiss 62 


kiltwo birds wthanestone 1,2,38 at thebettom ofthe (ares idder 25 
ehave/tabethebitbetween your efit rock bottom 43 


teeth 3 ett the bottom of 3 
ite sshead of 50 ‘Se bottom ine 52 

bite the bullet 39 Dedity Bound todosth 19 
De the dust «2 yf caps and bounds 25 
ite yourtongue 53 bean ran 5S 

ss barklsworsethastheirbite 27 fayectnon hein 5 
Dethriledteits 3 eked brains 55 


nals irs Une itereete 


bbump/bana/at 223 
Dburmthe cance st bth ends 2 
‘bur your boats/bidges 38,44 
‘beonthetack burner 56 
settave you ngers burned 

bom 47 

ss bread and butter 40 
‘ravebutterfies in yourstomach 37 
fpeesh abuzz 45 

beapiecect ake 18 

Ihave your eae and eat it 42 
theicngontheeake 40 

calita day 32 

‘alt bt 36 

‘alltheshots 39 
beatsb'sbeck and call 10 

‘ot have a minute a ell your own 52 


‘ean afworms 11,38 
‘Gary the ean 10 

can't forthe ti of me 5 

‘Som theeandle abot ends 42 
‘be as anys takangeandy om a 
baby 18 


beonthecands 36 othe ace 


so god / Theres no pln crying 


[Byfputyoureards on thetable 35 atcha straws & ver spit nih. 28 
ay your ender 36 ‘hecther side of theeaia 13 ‘2S eumning/iy 25 2fon 52 

‘he ends ae stacked agpnst you 9 toeaina phrase 27 ‘he eurta hasan (on) 
take careofthe penclpensies 29° cold-blooded 55 throw a curveball 36 

‘reer lnader 25 seald fo 3? ext slongstaryshort 1,57 
atthe bottom ofthe career idler 25. Blow hot and cold 22 ‘atthe round ham under sb fet 61 
atthe top ofthe earer) ladder 25 peecalé fet #5 fut ings fine 17 

tlinb to thetop ofthe eareer| (ves the end shoulder 49,51 hhaveyourworkeut out 25 

fader 25 ‘reaidbicod Ss look daggers t 39 

carry thecan 10 our ead water om sth 23 puta dampeneridamperon 3 
‘astaspersionson 13 ‘ook calm and collected 2 ‘ondangerous pound 6 
‘astrun your eye over 52 come toate 2 Séarkhorse 37 

let the eat out ofthe bog 2,38 come fact) down toxarhwtha —beimthedark 3 

looklie something theeat brought) bang/bumpyot 2.<3, eapsb inthe dark 43 

‘dogged ‘come along way 5 ‘be past/pass your vel date 40 
‘ot enough) room toswingacat 35 came dow onan se orthe ‘the crack of dawn 22 

putlset he eat among the other ‘Anapplea day keps the doctor 
Bigeons 4,38 fame homeo yoo 42 ‘away, 2 

White the ex's away, he micewil comet ahead 50 ‘Rineend ofthe day 33 

ply, 28 fame ater with 1S ‘allitaday 32 

‘atch sb inthe ace 5 ‘come up agai beck wal § sabe your day 2 

‘ate sb es hanes 34 ‘come/pring to ming 30 ‘righescare the (ing) days 
catch sos eye 52 the shane of tings to come 32 ‘outet 2 

‘aught inthe miccle 25 push eomesta shove 12 ‘have een beter days 31 
beeaughe inthe cossive 33 IFtheworsicomes totheworst 60 Sear days (jet) 32 

‘be eawent napping 17 itwhen teomestothecrunch 38 sdeadend 4) 

ft theesling/rot be too close for comfort 17 bendesdlose 14 

let rghit and cane 26 seesth coming sie off 20 would nt be seen dead 12 
‘hance your arm 20,43 ‘commit sth to memory 30 ‘dead-end ab 25. 
rothave the ghost of chance 7 commen fovea Bigdeal 23 

change hands ‘Soempone conclion 20 dearthedecks 44 

change ack 44 ‘he presandeans 112 bein deepwater 33 

change afhear 54 {your heats content St ‘beneen the dev and the deep tue 
‘change your tune 46 bone of eantention 1.49 aa 

‘hae your 37 tomany cooks 23 pooffthedeep end 4 
eto your chest st ‘ool cay ae eallecte 4 amp thedeep end 33, 

Fun round ke aheadlesehiken 28 Sesh out ofthe earner of our ‘row sb inthe deep end 33 
ls lay 18 eye 5 be outof your depth 35 

2 chink in your armout 39 olcallycerect 21 leave2ctto be desired 14 

havea chiponyourshouider 49st (stan amand.eg 43 leavesb to thrown devies 20 
hen the chips ae down 36 foliow/tke course ofacton $3 Between the dean Ue deep lve 
lke a herd 46 steer amiddleeserse 44 =n 

2 vicious crete 11 the balisin your court 35 Playdewts advocate 16 
[pround indleees 22 atthe crack of dane 32 Srouehgiamond 21 

‘lean up your act 58 hotbealltseracked uptobe 14 paheallthediference 7 

naka alana rest fie $1 bybookorbyereak 113 ya eiferent tk 

dearth aie ‘ross your fingers 47 ‘ig your ets in 48 

dearth decks ‘ess your mind 30 ‘Sgyourset me ahole © 

{oud and clear 28 merese purposes 22 Deindive stats 8 

oer elear of 44 sUspadccwer < ‘bea bleming neisgice 7 

mb tothe top of thecacer (rt your nesireseronsed 5 Srvesbtodlstracion 18 

lade 25, espyourSngerscromed 47 ‘26 your own thing 13 

‘work aint he clock 32 becauptt inte crossfire 39 ‘matede 3 
‘o/ran/verk tke clockwork 32 ‘acromoaée 42 ‘pin doctor 10, 
bets clare forcomion 17 ‘en comes tothe ranch 39 ‘an apples day keeps the doctor eway 
“aleleseto the wind 3euler teryon #3 2 

‘eon eloud nine 2 beatacery fom sth 22 eddie 15 


Erglah ions the meette 


‘dogs brasktat 38 
sotathedogs 35 

bein the datums 48 
‘larsaid than done 
bythrough te back door 56 

et yourfoct in the door 42 
Inamall doses 23 
fromsinee the year det 31 

sign onthe dotted ine 58 
{vesb the benef ofthe daub 32 
‘own andout 22 

‘down ear 

own inthe dumps 3 


row te linea th) 5 
‘theluck ofthe draw 29 
spjvorklikea dream 7 

wouldn't dream of 15 
‘eie/send sb ound the bends 3, 
piers 

devesb to dtacion 14 
rive sb up te wall 4 
bsckceat driver 4S 
Grop sb line 58 
‘drop in he ocean 33 
bbeasdryasabone 1,62 

ee) water ofa dues back 38 
bedown inthe dumps 3 

bethe dust 

ego dust 13, 

be duty aund to dosh 19 
bedying frta 19 

play tby eae 53 
|pinone earand out the other 53 
avea mordinsbsear 53 
‘pveshanearfl « 

Tes earty days et) 32 

ailears 53 

beup tw yourearsejes ln work) 25 
uicebeeve your ears 58 
Imusictoyourears 2 

beth sat ofthe arth 33 

ame (Sac) down to earth with 2 
tangibumpyjit 2.43, 

soto the endsafthe earth 33 
faolersaid han cone 8 
beaseanyaspie 18 


‘tthe end ofthe day 32 
‘eatyour wns end’ 4 

Deaton therecemng and 10 
thoi of the wrong end of te 
mks 

poofhedecp end & 
Jurpin the deep end 33 

ght stihe end of te turnel 5 
ote te endl the ward 3 
throw sb inthe deep end 33 
to thebiter end 40 
bumthecanaiestbotvends 2 
gptotheendsafthecat 33 
‘Seuplocssends 8 

De gour owe worst enemy 32 
‘beman enough todo th 2 

be green vtveny 34 
natn ecape 7 
‘oecesary eet 7 
‘lesser of tro eve 15 
‘make an exhibition of yourself 14 
Detsth down to experence © 
Soeyeopener 
asfarasthe eyecanste @ 
‘asian your egecorer 52 
carchsbseye 52 
avec one eyecn 52 
inthe bark an eye 1,52 
Inyourmind’s eye 52.55, 
teepaneyeon 52 
teepaneyeout orsbish 52 
see sthout ol the corer of your 
ee 

turnaBind eye 52 
sereyetoeye 2 
‘sea fw) eyebrows 52 
otha an eyed 52 

‘be up your eyeiears in work) 25 
‘cit iep your eyes 52 
‘oul beteve your eyes 52 
have eyes tie a hawk 62 
opens eyes tosh 52 

nth your eyes open 2 

face bernie # 


nga hens ose meets 


alongtace 57 
‘beasplainasthenoseon your 
foes & 

nave ego your face 40 
ep asraght fae 5 
‘mabeypulaface 51 
Sethe tae oft 52 
butabraveaceonsth St 
‘Sul your face 2 
token at face valve 51 
‘etl you ae be in thetace 38 
facet face 51 

atactofile = 

thefactsf ie © 
{fadefgae nm nsignicance 15 
Hates fie 36 
rothave te falatstidea 5 
fallin place 8 
fallcome off the back of alory 5 
{alton siny round 33 
fala on your feet 48 
Lnder flee pretences 14 
‘he falling (2) 5 
asfarasthe eye conse 62 
beatarcry toms 23 

fart and frious 26 

Deas ght feather £2 
‘iso feather 29 

ruil so feathers 4 

‘fed up tothe back tet) 4 
ean feeitin my bones 2,48 
‘eafoeathome 42 
petoutleeers 35 
“rgutfeeting reaction 55 
‘shea off your eet 25,48 
‘bender your feet 8 

‘atthe ground om under sbisfeet 61 
rag your fetal 26,48 
{alfand on yourfet 48 

find yur fet 48 
setcolateet 48 
athave itchy fet 28 
‘ve/teepbothyour feet onthe 


find out how theland les 43 
ind your fet 48 
‘fne/hin ine 58 

‘at things fine 17 

‘Be final print 28 


fineune 46 
‘at it finger 47 

pullyour finger out 28 

ut your finger on sth 7 
‘rom yourfingare 
‘aethave your gers burned 
ome «7 

have gree fingers 34,47 
esp your fingers crossed 47 
styour fingertips $7 
‘hares no smote without ee, 33 
de ful tthe rae 33 
seton tke ahouse on few 22 
hold fre 29 
notsetneworld on re 33 
ay with re 33 

ben the fring line 29 

first nd 47 

acalatah 37 

belie fish out ot water «2 
haverthronaie & 

de fol othe Mames/ve 33 
bbeasfiatasapancase 62 
avour ofthe month 40 
Howtime lies 12 

be fletingaking on aie 3 
setinan the ground laor 61 
withthe tow 43 

Ay offthehandle «2 

ty onthe wall 37 
‘wouldnt hurt ay 37 

set off toa fying srt 26 
foaming atthe mouth 53 
‘athave the foglest el 5 
follow inst footsepe 48 
fellow ut 36 
fellow/ake 2 course action 59 
De ahardtough act tofliow 13 
‘Absence makes the hear gow 
fonder. 25 

‘ves food for thought & 
Sethe fool 59 

‘ou could've fooled me! 26 
foot the il 48 
getyour foot inthe door «2 
festa olf onthe wrongfoot 48 
ut yourfoot sown 1, <8 
Dut yourfoot ini § 48 
follow insbsfootsteps 4 
foregone concssion 20 
‘sal fortune: 25 28 

lous a smal fortune 28 
make a smallforune 26 
ascuning/ty asa fox 62 
lings ames’ 28 
ssfreeavm bid 3,62 
‘Bvesb free ren 37 


Gre sb atreehand 47 Bveuptheghest 7 


Sbrexhof fresh a ‘ot have te ghost of chance 7 
‘tightenscare te ing dayighes not look it horsein the mouth 2 
ower? ive anything 18 

bow frie 40 ive 2 fod as you get 23 

2éd fuel toe Teeames 33 {Be ground 62 

bein swing 26 ive ea seth 9 

‘ave yourhands fll 25,47 fresh abuse 45 

poke fan at 13, vesb freehand 47 

‘bet andtorious 25 sBlesbahand 47 

‘low afusalzstat 4,45 ive sb ahardouph/tough ume 1, 
‘pin ground 62 as 

Blow 3 gasketase 4,46 fresh /getthesack 25. 

setina gear «5 ‘Bees apiece of your mind 4 
Geter 12 (Bre sb an cat 4 

Et hokdof| thewengendoltne _givesb food for thoupht 6 

Bees ‘Bees rere 37 
Bets) off theground 61 {ive sb the benefit ofthe doubt 11 
et) begenthe sack 25 [Bve sb he cod shoulder 49,51 
(eta ead ckout of th 3 ‘Be sththe green ight 34 
wtamoeon 26 [Bue sththe thumbs down 47 
seta word nedgeways 28 [Bve th up asa tad job 62 
(etbood out ofastone 55 ‘ive sthyoural 18 

pode « [Bveup dre ghost 7 

setinon the at 53 ‘ive you pause forthought 2 
fetinonthe ground Roor 61 ‘ot hvefgeaninch 11,23 
[stisto peor #5 ‘witout a bakoard planes 5 
ettotyourcnest St People who ve nglans houses 28 
[Beto toa yng art 26 ‘ge 2longway St 


ait the gain 43 


up tomates 41 
ethhoe ey fet 46 
[thave your fingers burned/bumt 47 
{eejumo/leap onthe bandage it 
[etlet bof te ook 10 
etfputsb backup 4.56 

[eta alo te wrong foot 
[brbesay im souch wits 22 

et have take the be bert 
teen 3 

ive as good you get 12 


gfe ims Use nerds 


bean the go 25 
haveagost 18 

fet yourselge 15 

snake a goo! 7 

‘ot goamist 19 
beimthelap ofthe gods 20, 
yourming goes blank 30, 

‘eas goods gold 62 

he go ust 13 

len good / There's no point crying 
‘over spit mil. 23 

teas good sgn 62 

bin sb goed books 22 

‘pve 2s yood 25 you ze 13 

Sand sbi good stead £0 

sirsand graces 23 


the gas isalways greener 29 
agreyareo 3 

‘inand bearit 3 
Favean ae to grind 39 

to pips with 9 

‘pityourteeth 53 

round breaking 15 
bethiek/thinon the ground 52 
‘commen ground st 

fu the ground fom undersbs fest 62 
fal on stony ground 33 

thie ground ct 

rath) ofthe ground 6 

etn on he ground Moar 6 

ve ground 5 

foto ground 6 

have/keep botlyourfeet onthe 
round 48 
Foiistand your ground 2,52 

Cn dangerous ground 61 
preparethe ground 61 

‘uno ground 33 
SBsstamping/tomping ground 61 
shityour ground 62 

futsb downto the grown 61 
‘themida ground 23 

‘Wish the ground would sallow you 
op ot 
[Absence makes the heart grow 
fonder 23 


have 3 bone to pick with sb 43 
havea chiponyourshovkder 9 
have miso fng 038) 5 
avea goat 18 

have iotoftimeforsh 32 


x0 Engh or Use tema 


nave alottoanswerfor 16 
havea mind ots en 5 
havea chotst 29 
havea sof spottorsb 22 
haves sues tooth 40 
nave x word in sbs ear 53 
have ane matings of 1 
have an ae to gn 32 
have ig shoes til 35 
‘nave bstrfiesinyourstomsch 37 
Ihave eegon your face 40 
Ihave eyesthe hawt 62 
have pron fingers 3,47 
haved tup there « 
Ihaveitinforsb 22 

nave itout with sb 22 

Ihave sh overatarel 8 
Ihave second tough 1.6 
Ihave seen beter days 31 
Ihave something a the bog 35 
Ihave stron the brn 35 
nave the edge over 14 
‘nave your cake and att 40 
‘nave yout hands fll 25,47 
have yourheart set on sth 54 


‘eve our inges burmed/burt 4? 
‘navel get/tahe te bt between your 
tech 37 

Ihavelheep an open ind 5 
hhaveheep one eyeon 52 
Inaverhoepbothyour feet onthe 
pound 48 

Iavethrow aft 4 


‘ed th the you need 2 hoein the 
fread 19 
fitetapot yourhead 50 


putea into sis head 50 
Scream your head off 50 

Shout yourhead of 50 
runrotnd ike a headless chicken 38 
turmteads 50 

hear sh on/trough the grapevine 7 
Absence makes the ear grow 
fonder 22 

change otbeart 54 

3 manfwoman ar your own 
heart 52 

bare ourheartisou $4 

‘break s'sheart 54 

ave yourheart stan sh 3t 
knon/tearn sth by ear 5 
loceheart = 

‘pen your heart 58 

‘our your heart out St 

put your heart and soulinto sh $4 
‘Sngyour heart out 46 

‘bs heartisin the right place 54 
sbehenrtic inthe mouth 52 
‘ivheart mistes/shipsabest 54 
sosheartsinie 34 

Set yout heart nth 54 

‘ane stn to heart 

{a your heart's content 
heart toheart 5 

Inthe heat oe moment 33 
beinsnventh Reaven 3 
hheavysoing 18 
asheavy as lead 62 

ig yourheesin 3 

rag your eel foot 25,28 
hart onthe ees oth 2 
Uke aba ut of elt 62 
havehoditup a here 4 

‘red herting 34 

‘hidden agends 10 

Sigh her 21 

hiethe bigtime 7 

ithe eingioot 42 
hittheroxd 42 
It/be rock bottom «3 
behitting/banging your head ages 
brick wall 2,50 

hive of activity 52 

hole 39 

held the ey tosh «2 
help sb tars engin 
holdtan your ground 2.62 
et hold of the wrong end ofthe 
ick S 

putsthonhold 25 
belethodng the baby 2 
Slackhole 32 
Aigyourset int ahole 5 


lbyheokorby cok 1.18 
sees ff he hook 10 
‘ahethe bully the horns 38 
Seahorse 37 

‘notlcok spit horse the mouth 2 
ethardon the betsof th 48 
Denhot water 32 

Blow het and i 23 

site whe the ron chat 26 
ton ihe ahouse on fre 22 
Sesssaleashoures <2 
people who ive glass heuses 28 
‘rovie'thare 2 37 
Thelelng onthe cake 40 
othe thefts ies 5 
otha the fggies (dea) S 
putideas most head 50 
Moesdbe 18 

‘bea figment your imagination & 
‘fom te immemerial 

na rothet 1 

Incold blood 55 
leaping with th 19 
Inthetog 3 

eine forath St 
beinthear 

Bein ehedark <2 

‘beintne olirams 44 
belated 36 

‘bein your lent 43 
De/peitay in touch with 22 
veitintorsb 22 
seepin ouch with 22 

beep sbi the picture «2 
etsblathe pcre <2 

‘et badge/gve an inch 13,23 
‘diel tinary 12 
‘eineand outs © 
inom sth inide cit 5 
‘Sse/paint insignificance 25 
2d nal onjry 13 

{ke while herons bot 2 
gevhaveltchy eet 4S 
earsomethingp 46 
reshupasabedjed 60 
‘ke thebestof bodjob 62 
Joest'smemary 20 
‘benojehe 27 

‘ome (bac) downto earth with ajo) 
hangup 2.63 

umpterey 3 


‘322 (real) Wek cut of th 3 
Sosthforkicks 2 
Jatt birds with onestone 1,2,38. 


‘eyoursel up in knets 2,22 
‘now sh inside out © 
Snow ke the back of your 
and 56 


Engle msn Use nemeate 


an 


career ladder 25, 
‘mb othe ap ofthe career 
ladder 25 
{andfallon your fet 48 

find out how ean les 3 
{ake astrolrig down memory 
lane 30 
beinthe tap ofthe gods 20 
inthe ap of ary 24 

{oom large 23 

be larger than ie 3 

Ieethe tstatraw 22 
laugh your head off 50 
oot make me laugh! 22 

Ss tauphing stock 6 

be no laughing matter 27 
become taw unto youre 10 
lay down the aw 10 

take the law int your own hands. 12 
thetaw ofthe jungle 38 
lay/put your cards onthe able 36 
(eadsb aay 17 

shea aslead 52 

(ne thing leads to another 16 
‘hab ke alent «3 

{ale aleatoutofsbbook 42 
leanibend ave backwards 56 
leapigediump on the bandwagon 16 
byl taps and bounds 25 
fnarnthe ropes $8 

learn yourlesson 6 
learwknow shot by heart 5 
leaves lottabe deste 14 
leave a sour tsein the mouth <0 
leaves inthe lurch 15 
leave to theiown devices 10 
leave wellalene 17 

leave your mack 7 
eantake tor teave't 12 
let ight and centre 25 
‘elaft holding the baby 8 
ost an acm and lag 28 
othave a lego tandon 43 
pulls eg 48 
hole/heepsb at arm's length 43 
ptoany/geat lengths 57 
theless af woes 16 
earn your lesson & 

teacheb lesson & 

letoff steam 45 
lettnecatoutofthebag 2.38 
letyoursef yp 15 
letiget sb off hehook 30 
evel playing eld 36 

eep atidonsth 15 

We trough your teeth 1,53 
apackoflies 27 


‘and out how the land es 43 
atctot fe 3 
Delargershan fe 23 
cantor the fete 5 
cetaile 12 

‘Sechis ital 12 

{ake your Ufeinco yourhands 17 
‘That ie! 12 

TESTS thestory of my We! 12 
the acts tte § 
Thisethetle! 22 

your Benin sshands 17 
Doce na ietime 32 
ota ger 7 

light atthe end ofthe tunel 9 
besllaweeewss and ight 13 
beaslightasafesher 62 
bong sthto ight 3 
come te light 9 
resth the green ight 36 
make ight of 27 

Many nds mate ight work, 22 
sheditrow light on 2 

like greased tightning 62 
ego aust 13 

ity sory 27 

Beouton slim 17 
geouton slim 17 

Tine of work SS 
finest ne 8 

‘eine orn 58 

‘ee the fing tne 39 
beovtotine 58 

(em 3 Une under sth S 
‘Som te ine ato) 58 
Supshaline 58 

‘Sig onthe deed ine 58 
‘Sepoctofline 58 

the bttorn tine 58 
{ostheline <2 

tong the ines ofth Ss 
songion the ight tines $8 
Songon the sane Gnes 58 
[your imeshres cssed 45 
ead benneen the nes 55 
lingua iseca 26 
paylipservce to 53 
Nagra seed. 53 

alist along your arm 7 
‘tee iets me. 37 

{ie rom) hand to mouth 53 
‘ive on aneser planet #3 
liebe on the breading 24 
ever lie sh own 16 
(People whe lve glaschouses 29 
youhavent ved! 12 
‘yi ving memory 30 


Englsh ons o tne ntemesane 


‘bea tonight off our mind $5 
‘Seep the tg 43 
beat loggerhead 1,22 
lene wot 37 
longtace 57 
longhaul 57 
sta ong as your arm ST 
‘comes tong way 51 
‘ona long story short 1,57 
ealong ay 57 
‘obacka long way 57 
ow longis apiece of sting? 57 
inthetongrun 3 
‘nthe lonmediumshor term 3 
sa tongston, 57 
Lang time nose. 51 

7 
‘ale slong hard look st sth 57 
took daggers at 39 
took the something the cat brought) 
ragged in 
look righsvaight trough sb 15 
‘otlook apt horse inthe mouth 2 
‘Ble along har lookatsth 57 
loom iarge 23 
‘teu loose ends 9 
‘ome of the back a larry 56 
losesemailfortone 24 
love eset 54 
lose sehtol 6 
fose yourhead $0 
fiat asing bate 40 
beadead ore 4 
Delostforwords 27 
make up fo lat ume 31 
pave altof time forsb 32 
havea lotto swe for 14 
leave lotto be desired 14 
loud ndclea 25 
‘Acéons speak louder thn words. 29 
ep alow profe 21 
beintack 19 
Just my Ia 20, 
‘osoch ck! 12,20 
sh your luck 20, 
‘he pot ck 20 
‘he luek of theron 20 
‘ou should bes chy 20 
‘eng lumg to youreroat 35 
leove sb inthe treh 15 
nthe ap of umury 24 
‘emade or 12 
wave2 magic wand 9 
‘wove tke magic 7 
‘Dai mall 38 
make abesineor sh 37 
make abig thing of 23, 


make 3 clas beast ot 51 
make a goof 7 

‘make ailing 26 

‘maka 9 rarer yours 22 
‘make eal pig of yourself 37 
‘make 9 sal ferme 28 

‘make athe difference T 

‘maka an exhibition of yours 14 
make de 3 

‘make big 23 
make it upto sb 22 

mata light of 27 

make the best of aad job 
‘make tne mostof 18, 

make upforlostime 31 
make up yourming 5 

‘make waves 3 

‘make your day 3 

‘make sb mouth water 40,53, 
‘maka yoursefthome 42 
‘maka/pullaface St 
Dont make melaugh. 22 
veal the maklags of 14 
‘man/woman air yourownbeart $$ 
bbeman enough tao th 2 
Many Bonds make ight work. 25 
putsthan ne map #2 
question mark hanging ver 28 
betide ofthe mark 

leave your mark 7 

matter tact 28 

‘bea matter of pinion 28 

‘eno laughing matter 27 
becnly a matter afte 21 
Dethatariemay IL 

ot know the meaning fe word 28 


stond/tick out mile 23 
bemllesanay 23 


leano good / Theres no pointenyng a nervousquivering wreck #4 


‘er spat mil 29 ‘never vest down 18 
‘Thanks millon 2 thew blood 21 

Outot sigh out ofmind. 30 Inthe mick oftime 32 
the back of your mind 55 flge times out often 32 
beslead/weightoffyourmind $5 beoncioudnine 3 
bea/heep in mind 20. Inna ie ata 32 
‘come/springto mind 20 ‘besscondtanane 13 
‘csyour mind 20 peter here oe here 12 
(presba piece at yourmind 4 ‘beaspiainasthe more on yourfce 6 
ave mid oft own 55 ‘etright up sb¥nove 53 
avefienp an open mind 55. Wesuch luck 12,20 

‘ake up your mind 55 Noway! 12 

putse ss mind test $5 ‘ay tough the nose forsth 1.24 
‘Sipyout mind 30 oke/stck your mse into 3 
‘Spekyourmind 25 {umyour nese up 53 
{ourmind goes Bank 32 beneton 6 

inyoor mind's eye 52,55 ‘There's nothing ttt 12 
fSothaveaminate tcl youronn 32 tink nothing 13 
‘misery eos 3 Jnthemidsle of nowhere 23 
(miss nabont 44 ‘locks mumber outa the aie 33 
mise the point 28 Soyor mut 4 

‘bshear miseessipsstbeat 54 inamataell 11 

inthe heatoftne moment 32 tsi your oarin 44 
‘cathespu lt moment 36 avopiatheacean 33, 
amoney spinner 26 theadd one aut 21 

Spend money the miter 26 gsi al the) ods 2,20 
‘voorofthe month 20 ‘beoftese beaten tack 4 
beovethemeon 3,42 sootlinedeepend 4 
‘ect na oe mooe 32 offand.on 32 
Themore, the mere 12 ‘off the top of yourhead 50 
rake the most of 15 ‘oftyour oun bat 36 
otroagh the motions 15 ofthe 27 

byword of mouth 5 onandat 32 
‘oamangat the mouth 53 ‘ontheat chance 20 
leave asourtatrinthe mouth 40 beomabout 27 

Seer hand ts mouth 53 beonst'sback $5 

‘ake ss mouth water 0,53 beonthebll 36 

‘mouth wstenng 52 beonthe cards 36 
Cotloskagithensinthemeuth 2 beanthego 25 

Sehean inthe mouth ‘eon eight rack ab 
fetamewon 2 beontherun 26 
‘Bcetnemonie # ‘eo the tesa of sth 33 
smusicto your ese 45 ‘beon the wrongtack 41 
ake amame for youse 21 benaten 36 

Yourameit 12 offender 32 

ecauth mapping 17 fonakoile<dge 17 
narrow escape 17 ‘nando 32 
‘zecessary =o 17 fonpaper 25 

‘bea pain inte neck 52 fn thebiglenpesive, et. side 18 
bresthe down sb neck 32 fontheiink 52 

need be 19 on thefaceotit St 
peedsthihe youneedaheleinthe onthe one tand 11 

eae 19 ‘onthe otherhand 12,47 
‘either here nor there 12 fonshespot 26 
etocbsnerves 1 tobeonthe stesde 8 


Fogish ons Useinemeiane 


m 


once a forall 32 petpaidto 2 


‘once ina buemoon 32 eapain nthe neck st 
‘one ina iletime 32 palate eo sgriiance 15 
‘ome down on one side eth easflatacs paneabe & 
other 2 paniesatons 17 

‘ould doth with onearm/nandtied _Borethe pants off someone 35 
‘behind yout back 56 ‘onpoper 2 

Don't puta your eggs inane ‘party anal 37 

basket 29 (peas yoursllby date 
moone better 60 (pass tbe buck 1.36 

sp backto square one 36 Bepast your sly date 40 
Binonecarandourtheother SS =bepathecross #2 
havehep one eye on 52 ‘ve you pause or thought 2 
Kil two rds withonestone 3,2,38 pay ipservceto 53 
‘ontheane hand a pay the pice for 28 

‘one thing leads to another 15 ‘ay teough the cose forsth 1.28 
‘one way oranather 6 There's no pence/rest forthe 
Seofone andhalfadosenofthe chad! 2 

ater 2 {he care ofthe pence/pennies 23 
theedd one out 22 people who vec giass houses 28 
‘pensbseyectosth 52 toca aphese 27 

‘open your heat 54 picks rans $5 
havefhep an open mind 35 Pickup thebalab 2.26 

with youreyes open 52 ick up the pieces 8 

bea mater of opinion 26 Raves bone pick withsb 49 
bea taloder 28 take your pick 19 

‘onthe ether hand 22 ett pictre <2 
sixofoneandhaltadorenctihe _beepstinthe plete 2 
‘ther 12 purse inthe picture <2 

The other side te cain 11 Deasensyasple 22 
foutoftheblue 143 _aplecnsice ofthe action 58 
feutot date 31 Deaplece take 18 
beout for blood 4 iBresba pleceofyourmind & 
beaut of ction 52 ow longisa pecs of sing? 57 
beeut of ine 58 pickup he plces 3 

beout ofsorte 3 Sguneapig 37 

bout ofthis word 13 ‘ake real pig of yoursell 37 
beoutoftouch wth 5 fuse the ct among the pigs 
bout of your depth 38 an 

beout of ouralement 43 2 pillar of society 21 
beoutonalme 17 bein the ppetine $5 
setoutothand 47 fore pitch 26 

ro out of your ay todosth 18 silver the place 26 
Epeuton sim 17 faim pace 9 

fallout 18 stiseartinthe right place 34 
faveltout with b 22 oplaces 7 

out and out 13 ‘vce th the plage 62 
(ut of ih, out of mind. 30 beplain sites #5 

the oddone out 21 bbeasplainas the nest on your 
thelneand outs & fee 

beaver themoon 3,43 leon another planet <3 
beever the top 15 alwork and play 23 

do your own thing 19 Beenie play 15 

haves mind of town 55 play bal 36 

boas trong san ox 62 play dew advocate 14 
stasrals pace 33 Blayieby ear $2 

Saeko les 27 lay wih See 33 


wm Engl omen Use eennate 


play yourcande right 26 
Wie he cats may, the mie wil 
play. 29 

‘level paying fd 25 

pluck 2 number out of thai 33 
fake the plonge 36, 
inpockat 35 

‘cut of pocket 35 

opedket 35 

ig dep into your pockats 35 
‘Theres no point no good ring 
‘over spit ik. 23 
bebeside the point 2 
‘mssthe point 28 

pokefun at 13 

poke stich your nos into 52 
would touch ssh with barge 
pole. 19 

polically core 22 
‘wotothe atl 10 

tae potlck 20 

pour old water ons 35 
‘peur yourheartout 54 

the aasuer i505 payers 2 
brepare the ground 
‘Under aise pretences 14 

33 [considerable price 24 
‘ay the pice for 28 
thetine/smal print 28 
‘pres for guesing sin 20 
‘ep alow profile 22 

‘blow sth out ol propertion 15, 
the pros andcons 111 
pullout (all the stops 25 
pals eg 45 

pall your finger out 18 

Dall your weight 38 
pullmakeaface st 
pullear your hair out St 
‘push te boat out 44 
sh your luck 20 

ata posh 15 

it pushcomesto shove 19, 
Dont put all your eggs one 
basket 25 

pata brave faceonsth 51 

Dut eas intosb'shead 50 
pputonanact 59 

Dutout feelers 38 

(put paid 24 

‘put sn the picture 42 

[pot sth down to experience 6 
ppatstr onl 25 
ppotsthonthemap 41 

‘put the brakes on 

[pot ane two together 5 
‘or yourfingeron sh 47 


petyourToot dow 143 
put your fot int 8 

put your heart ad soulntosth 5 
Dutiget stock up 4,56 
puta yourcardson the able 36 
ute the cat among the pigeons 
per) 


tet b's mind a rest 55 
t/t he record salah 6 
putisick the tein 28 


belies red rag bul &2 
rosé rage 41 

rae (afew) eyebroes 52 

Fan th ones rat 1 

2 pitreacion/eting 55 

Fead between the ines 58 
rough and ready 3,14 

eta lreal tick out of th 3 
beatlon the receiving end 10 
‘Sound ke a boken ecard 45 
purse the record might © 
red pe 34 

2 redherring $bein theved 34 
belikeared opto bull 62 
‘atchabred hanes 34 

‘pvesb fiereln 37 

putt ss rind atvst 55 
There's no rest/peace forthe 
eked 2 

‘longn height ines 58 
bon the right tack 4 

leh right and conte 25 

look eehtstraight though sb 15 
play your ear ight 36 

Ss heartsin the right place 54 
ting bell 30 

‘have familar rng to) 5 
{noting 3 bel any bel (wth me 5 
(oot rng tue 27 
‘etalarm balls inging 27 
Sripott 24 

aad age 42 

bethoread 41 
befitredebotom «3 
rockthe boat 

tall up yoursleeves 35 
‘arth balling 3 

hit the retisting 42 

ot enough) rom swing act 38 
‘ow the ropes 44 

leu the ropes 

showsb theropes #4 


beplainsaling +4 
Dethe salt ofthe earth 33 
ongion the same nes 58 
bein tne sametost 28 


ott the word on fre 28 
setalaembellningng 17 
setthe sage tor 46 
‘setyourheartansth 54 
‘setput sind acres $5 
‘ev putthe record aight & 
beinaeventh heaven # 
shake ie leat 42 

‘the shape ol things to come 38 
Bishapesand szes 25 
‘shedithom ighton 3 
shit your ground 61 

{ake ashine 55 22 

‘eep your shirt on 35 

would pv you the shir of heir 
back 38 

Deinsbeshoes 16 

‘ve ig shoes toll 35, 

step into ss shoes 25 
‘alkshep 25 

‘uta long sory short 2,57 

in heshortediom/log term 33 
Beeitashotwhit 9 
boveashot 32 

al the shots 39 

2 shoulder to cryon 43 
(Brosh the cold ahoulder 48,51 
hve. chip on your shoulder 4 
‘Sand shoulder to shoulder #3 
shout yourhead off 50 
Itpushcomes to shove 19 
the show mest 20.09 46 
_show sb the ropes 44 

‘come dow on one sie othe 
other 2 

[Etoutot bedonthe wrongside 42 
‘Sathebigiempensive aide 14 
theothersige ofthe coin 11 
tabeon the sae sie 2 
hhovea memory hea seve 62 
losesightot 6 

ut ef sight out of mind. 30 
bea sig of thetmes 31 

sign onthe dared ine 58 
Deasuglyassia 2 

Sing your heartout 45 
shear ans 54 
ston the lence «2 

‘Sof one and haf doten ofthe 
‘ther 12 

‘M1 hapesandsiaes 23 


Engle idan Use esate 


wr 


bythe shin of yourteeth 17,52 
ss heat akipamsesabeat 54 
‘seep te aoe #3 
‘ollupyoursteeves 35, 

len piee ofthe action 53 
the besypestes thing since weed 
bread «0 

slime ball 2 

4 ip of he tongue 27 

stip your mind 30, 

be assiippery san eat 62 
Slgisweat)work your ats out 55 
‘sslyfcaning as afor 62 

2 small forune 23,24 
insmaltdoses 25 
Reasmallward. 2 

Tote» small fortune 28 

make amalforune 2¢ 
‘malta 17 
thesmallfine print 28 

‘Theres no smake without fre. 32 
ppupinsmeke 33 

ta snalls pace 38 

‘all mai 38 

besnawed under 25, 

2 ils ofsocety 21 
havea sft spot orb 22 

makes song and dance about 46 
Delia bear with asrehead 62 
standstick out ikea sore hum 47 
beoutotsorts 3 

tare your soulheart 54 

ut yourheare snd south st 
Safed sound 3,17 

found hea broken record 45 
Inove 2 sourtate nthe movi 
‘sour grapes 3 
puthowa spanner inthe works #5 
sospare & 

Actions speak louder han words 25 
speak yourming 28 

ot be on speaking terms ¢ 
make spectacle ofyoursei 46 
spend maneylhe water 24 
{tno good / There'sno point ening 
ver spit i 28 

‘pln doctae 10 

have soft spot for sb 22 

‘onthe spot 26 

bein thespetght 46 
spetseesthamiecff 23 
spread ike wire 33 

spread yourelto0 thin & 

(he word spread 36 
springlcore 9 mind 30 

‘nthe spur of the mortent 36 
obacktonquare one 26 
‘Sabsb inthe back 5s 


‘Band the texto tne 31 
‘sand your pound 2 


Engle to Ube teeta 


lane 30 
bees strong asan ox 62 

‘20 phil strugele/bate ight 42 
bestuckin sv 8) 

stuf your ace 2 

now your stl 

‘stumbling biock 8 
Sbisthis actin of thes own 
‘Sch is e! 12 

follow sult 35 
suitsb down tothe ground 61 
‘hehe round would swallow you 


‘ake alea out of sis book «2 
‘ake along hardlook tsth 57 
‘ake shine tsb 22 

‘ake a srol/trp down memory 
lane 30 

‘ake care ofthe pence/penies 28 
‘ake pot ack 20 

‘take Sbsth lor granted 20, 
‘kesh at face value $1 

‘ke ch foteart St 

‘ake the ull by the hors 38 

‘take the ait your oxm hands 10 
‘take the michimichey 27 

‘take the punge 36 

‘ake your ie into your hands 27 
‘take our hat ote someone 35 
‘take yourpck 18, 
{atesfollow 2 course of action 58 
‘ake/gtfave the bt between your 
teeth 7 

Deal talk and no acon) 52 
‘pralital 27 

tatkston 25 

Destallorder 28 

sedtape 34 

\enve 3 sur tate inthe mouth 40 
‘There's no acourting for tases 36 
‘each sb lesion 6 
teae/pll your hacout St 


bythe shin of your teeth 7,53 
fed up (tthe back eeth) 4 
gethavetae the bit between your 
teeth 37 

aityour teeth 33 

Inthe teth of sth 53 
Nietvough your teeth 1,53 
rine times out of tm 22 

Inthe sored term 31 
‘come to terme with 35 

hot beon speaking tarme 
Snscie test 12 
and the tat of ine 32 
‘Tanke milion! 32 

Thatslel 12 

then and there 22 
there and then 32 

There's nothing it! 12 
bethick on the ground 62 

Blood is thicker than water. 29 
athinfinetine 38 

be thin on te ground 62 
Spread yousel to thin 8 

‘do your own thing 13 
‘make big thing of 


‘the shape of thing to come 31 
think better of 60 

think big 23 

think nothingof 15 

‘Tisiethe le) 2 
strain of thought 30 

‘ves food for thought & 

ve you pause for thought 2 
havesecood thoughts 1. 
hang bya thread 17 

Deon the threshold of sty 31 

be tlle to bits 3 

be ateach thers throat 52 

Dying ump your threat 15 
ram sth dow ss throat SL 
{throw a curveball 35 

throw sb inthe deepend 33 
‘throw the baby outwith the 
tathnater Ik 

threw/have af 4 

throm puta spanner inthe wks 45 
‘throw shed light on 8 
fru of thumb 47 

be under ss thumt «7 

sve sth the thumbs downiup 47 
‘Sandie out te sore ham 
ek over 45 

‘thetide twins 23 


shove atotoftimetorab 31 
‘atthe bigtime 7 

inatime warp 31 

Inno me tll 32 
inthe ick fine 32 
{oogltime na sex 57 
make up foros ime 31 

Sand notes oftime 22 

(rom time time 32 
beasigrofthetimes 32 

‘ne ime out often 32 

(Bel onthe tip of your tongue 20,53 
tehand «7 

tovthe ine 48 
epson ther toes <8 

toffee nosed 22 

et your act tapether 52 
Dotto. ts together 5 
[Eifthere as/were so tomorrow 32 
lie there's no tomorrow 32 

{lp ofthe tongue 27 

(belon the ip of your tongue 30,53 
‘te your tongue’ 53 

teomany cooks 2 

faveaswect tooth 42 

tthe top ofthe agenda 16 
‘the tp ofthe carer ladder 25 
be on top ofthe word 3 
beoverthetap 36 

‘ie tote topo the career 
\escer 25 

coffthe top of your bead 50 
‘etmuchana'go 20 
‘eovtofteuch wat S 


turn your nase up 53 
when/while sb backs turned 56 
{thetide turns 33 
‘Sivesend eb ound the twst/bend 1, 
24a 

twist sb atm 49 

‘ret the ie 29 

twetimess 22 

‘ewe birds with one stone 1,238 
‘Sand on your own tw fet 
theese of ewo evi 16 
Dutewe and twe together 5 
beasugly ass 
Deundersbsthum 47 
Deunder your fet 42 

so under you own stam 4 
snunknown quantity 23 
‘pand-coming 21,25 

uphill baieight/strggle 42 
be rent up your aley/stect 41 
Deupin arms 33 

Dbeupin thea 43 

snake ituptosb 22 
‘onyour may up 21 

luppercnist <2 

‘Sheth aface value 52 

| viious ce 11 
‘Sbishisa vem of hertsown 
success 7 
Dewalking/osting on air 3 
2ftyon the wall 37 
Debanging iting yourhead against 
trick wall 2,50, 

come up against brick wall & 
‘rive sb up the wal 4 
waveamapicwand 9 
Torwantof a beter word 27 
inatime warp 32 

swash oor hands of hth «7 
Sei) water of a duces back 1,38 
eindeap water 33 
‘bein hot water 23 

Dele fish out af water 2 
‘Blood thicker han water 29 


Engien sors mse nemedote an 


pa 


rmakestis mouth water 4.55 Inch nd whine 34 
our cold water on sth 33 white cts 3 

Spend money Uke water 24 Theres no peacerest forthe 
waves mage wand 3 wicked! 2 
beonthe same wavelength 45 ewide of the mark 36 

rake waves 33 sread ie wie 33 

beinated way 50 eetwind of sh 3 
‘comeatongway 57 SBicose tothe wind 4 
setyourownway 10 ‘Seehow / which way the winds 
ealongway 57 Bowing 33 

pbickalong way 57 etyouTwires/Enes oasied 45 
‘Bout of your way todoxth 18 Wish be ground would salon 
No way! 12 you st 

onyour way up 21 beat your wit! end & 

‘ne way oranather 16 sions wot? 37 

rub sbupthe wrong way 8,22 Stwoman man ate your oan 

se how/hich way the wind is hes st 

bowing 33 byword of mouth 53 

wear ots ofertas 25 formant ofa beterword 27 
eat the ausers 35 peta word in epee 28 
beawelghtieadoffyourmind 5S aveswordinsbsear 53 
pullyour weigh 15 Weawerd 77 

leave wellslone 17 rot know the meaning ofthe word 28 
wlthecled 26 ‘he word spread 25 

‘welt 24 ‘word or word 28 

welto-do 1,24 ‘esos speak louderthan words. 29 
ae he chips are down 36 belt for words 27 

now where oustand 5 work ad po play 29 
whet your appetite 40 ‘bette your earieyes in work) 25, 
(np be worth your while 39 veyourwenkcutout 25, 


Engl omen Une termes 


tine of work 58 
Many hands make ight work: 29, 
work against the clock 32 
‘work ie magic ? 

Vork/ge ikea eam 7 
worker ike clockwork 32 
‘werkt your gus out 55 
‘puvthrow spanner inthe works 4S 
Deontopafthe world 3 
beoutofthisworld 12 
sasmallwerl 12 

‘notte the ad af the world 3 
‘ote! the wor on fire 33, 
thebestof both words 60 
‘eanol worms 12,35 
hom bod to worse 6 

Sis bark is worse than there 37 
bbeyour own worst enemy 38 
ifthe worst cones othe warst 50 
{ro bewerth your wile 18 
‘woulde't dream of 25 
‘rercusquivering wreck 44 
beontnewreng wack 41 

et (hoe ofthe wrong end of the 
Bas 


‘tout ol beon the wrong sie 42 
[Evsrtof on the wrongtoot 28 
‘ub 3b up the wrong way 4,22 
fromisicethe year Sot 31 

‘ep yoursel ta yourself 22 
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